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Abstract:This article explores the formation and development of Roman grammatical schools
and their significance in modern linguistics. It examines the connections between ancient
Roman grammatical traditions and Greek linguistic thought, highlighting their influence on
subsequent linguistic theories. The study also compares the morphological and syntactic views
of Roman grammarians with contemporary linguistic paradigms. The findings emphasize the
enduring contribution of Roman linguistic heritage to the evolution of modern grammatical
theory.
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RIM GRAMMATIK MAKTABLARI VA ULARNING ZAMONAVIY
TILSHUNOSLIKDAGI O‘RNI

Annotatsiya:Mazkurmaqolada Rim grammatikmaktablariningshakllanishi,
rivojlanishbosqichlarihamdaularningzamonaviytilshunoslikdagiilmiyahamiyatitahlilqilinadi.
Tadqiqotdavomidaqadimgi Rim
grammatikan’analariningyunontilshunosligibilanaloqadorjihatlarivaularningkeyingiasrlarlingvis
tiknazariyalarigako‘rsatganta’siriyoritiladi. Shuningdek, Rim
grammatiklariningmorfologikvasintaktikqarashlaribugungitilshunoslikparadigmalaribilansolisht
iribo‘rganiladi. Magqolanatijalari Rim
tilshunoslikmerosiningzamonaviygrammatikanazariyalariniboyitishdagio‘rnivaahamiyatiniasosl
abberadi.

Kalitso‘zlar: Rim grammatikmaktablari, tilshunosliktarixi, —morfologiya, sintaksis,
lingvistikmeros, yunon-rim an’analari.

PUMCKHUE TPAMMATHUYECKUE IIKOJIBI 1 UX POJIb B COBPEMEHHOM
JIMHI'BUCTHUKE
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AHHOTanus:B naHHON cTaTbe paccMAaTPUBAIOTCS 3Tallbl CTAHOBJICHUS U PA3BUTHSI PUMCKUX
rpaMMaTHYECKUX IIKOJ, @ TAK)KEe UX 3HAYECHHUE B COBPEMEHHOM SI3bIKO3HAHUH. AHATH3UPYIOTCS
CBSA3U JPEBHEPUMCKON IpaMMaTUYECKOW TPAJULMM C TPEYECKOW JIMHTBUCTUKON WM BIIUSIHUE
ITUX Tpaauiuii Ha (HOPMHUPOBAHHWE TOCICAYIONIMX TCOPSTHUSCKUX HANpPABICHUH B
auHreuctuke. Ocoboe BHUMAHUE YAENSETCS  COMOCTAaBICHHIO MOPQOIOTUYECKUX U
CHHTAKCHUYECKUX B3MVISIOB PUMCKHUX TPAMMATHUCTOB C COBPEMEHHBIMU JIMHIBUCTUYECKHUMU
noaxonamMu. Pe3ymbraTel  MCCIENOBAaHMS  IMOATBEPKAAIOT BAKHYIO  POJIb  PUMCKOTO
JIMHTBUCTUYECKOTO HACIEAUS B PA3BUTUM COBPEMEHHOM IPAaMMAaTUYECKON HAyKH.

KaroueBble ciioBa: PUMCKHUC I'PAMMATUYCCKHUEC IIKOJIbI, UCTOPUA A3bIKO3HAHHA, MOp(bOJ'IOI‘I/IH,
CHUHTAKCHUC, TUHIBUCTHYCCKOC HACICANEC, ITPCKO-PUMCKAaA TpaauLus.

INTRODUCTION

The study of Roman grammatical schools occupies a significant place in the history of
linguistics, as these institutions laid the groundwork for systematic approaches to language
analysis in the Western intellectual tradition. Emerging in the later stages of the Roman
Republic and flourishing throughout the Roman Empire, these schools were not only centers of
education but also hubs of linguistic inquiry, where the structure, function, and aesthetics of
language were methodically examined. Rooted in Greek grammatical thought yet distinguished
by their own analytical rigor and pedagogical methods, Roman grammarians such as Marcus
Terentius Varro, AeliusDonatus, and Priscian played a pivotal role in shaping the conceptual
framework of linguistic study.The Roman approach to grammar was deeply intertwined with
rhetoric and philosophy, emphasizing clarity, correctness, and stylistic precision. Unlike their
Greek predecessors, who viewed grammar primarily as a tool for literary interpretation, Roman
scholars expanded its domain to include systematic categorization of parts of speech, syntactic
relations, and morphological patterns. Their efforts resulted in comprehensive grammatical
treatises that not only codified Latin linguistic norms but also served as models for subsequent
grammatical traditions in medieval Europe.Furthermore, the Roman grammatical schools
contributed to the preservation and transmission of linguistic knowledge during the transition
from classical antiquity to the Middle Ages. The pedagogical models developed within these
schools influenced the scholastic curriculum of later centuries and became the foundation for
European grammatical instruction. Modern linguistics, although grounded in structuralist and
functionalist theories, still reflects the enduring legacy of Roman linguistic methodology —
particularly in its emphasis on form, structure, and systematic analysis.Thus, examining the
intellectual and methodological heritage of Roman grammatical schools is essential for
understanding the evolution of linguistic science. Their theoretical insights and pedagogical
practices not only shaped the study of Latin but also established enduring principles that
continue to inform linguistic research and education today.

LITERATURE REVIEW AND METHODOLOGY

The study of Roman grammatical schools and their influence on modern linguistics has been
the subject of extensive scholarly research across philology, classical studies, and historical
linguistics. Foundational works such as Varro’s “De Lingua Latina” and Priscian’s
“InstitutionesGrammaticae” remain essential sources for understanding the grammatical
thought of ancient Rome. These texts laid out systematic descriptions of Latin morphology and
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syntax, introducing analytical  categories that prefigured modern linguistic
frameworks.According to Law (2003), Roman grammarians established one of the earliest
models of linguistic codification, emphasizing grammatical correctness (latinitas) and
normative standards in language usage. Taylor (2016) notes that the Roman grammatical
tradition served as a bridge between Greek linguistic philosophy and medieval scholasticism,
transferring analytical models that shaped the European grammatical canon. Moreover, Robins
(1997) emphasizes that the Roman system of grammar was not merely prescriptive but also
deeply theoretical, involving reflections on meaning, usage, and the relationship between
language and logic.Recent research (e.g., Clackson, 2011; Baratin&Desbordes, 2009) highlights
the continuity between Roman grammatical theory and modern linguistic paradigms,
particularly in morphology and syntax. These scholars argue that Roman grammarians
introduced fundamental analytical distinctions — such as between form and function, or
between syntax and semantics — that underpin current linguistic inquiry. The educational
structure of Roman grammatical schools also influenced the development of grammar as a
scientific discipline, as discussed by Kaster (1995), who explored how the grammaticus
functioned both as a teacher and as a linguistic theorist.Collectively, the literature illustrates
that Roman grammatical traditions were not static relics of antiquity, but dynamic intellectual
systems that continue to inform linguistic thought, pedagogy, and analytical practice in the
modern era.

This research employs a historical-comparative and descriptive-analytical approach to
investigate the role of Roman grammatical schools in shaping modern linguistic theory. The
methodological framework consists of three key stages:

1. Historical Analysis:Examination of primary sources (Varro, Donatus, Priscian) and early
commentaries to identify the theoretical foundations and pedagogical methods of Roman
grammarians. This includes tracing the transmission of grammatical knowledge from Greek to
Roman scholars and into medieval Europe.

2. Comparative Linguistic Analysis:Comparison between Roman grammatical principles
and selected features of modern linguistic theories, particularly in morphology, syntax, and
linguistic typology. This step aims to demonstrate continuity and transformation in grammatical
thought over time.

3. Descriptive and Interpretative Analysis:Application of descriptive analysis to assess the
conceptual terminology and linguistic categorization introduced by Roman grammarians.
Interpretative commentary is then used to evaluate their relevance to contemporary linguistic
methodologies and theories.

Data sources include classical Latin grammatical texts, modern linguistic research, and
secondary historical analyses published within the last three decades. The study integrates both
qualitative textual analysis and conceptual comparison to highlight the intellectual lineage
connecting ancient Roman grammatical scholarship with current linguistic paradigms.The
methodology thus allows for a balanced evaluation of historical depth and theoretical relevance,
ensuring that the findings not only illustrate the scholarly value of Roman grammatical schools
but also their enduring contribution to modern linguistic inquiry.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
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The analysis of Roman grammatical schools reveals a profound and enduring influence on the
development of linguistic theory and education. The results indicate that Roman grammarians
not only systematized linguistic knowledge but also laid the groundwork for analytical models
that persist in modern linguistics. Their detailed classifications of word categories, grammatical
rules, and syntactic relations became essential reference points for later European scholars,
shaping the way language has been studied and taught for centuries.One of the key findings of
this research is that Roman grammarians introduced a structural understanding of language
centuries before modern structuralism emerged. Through works such as Varro’s De Lingua
Latina and Priscian’s InstitutionesGrammaticae, the Romans articulated concepts of linguistic
form and function that resemble contemporary linguistic theories, including morphology and
syntax. These ancient analyses reflect an early awareness of linguistic universals and the
systematic interrelation between grammatical units, much like those proposed by modern
linguists such as Ferdinand de Saussure and Noam Chomsky.Another significant result
concerns the pedagogical model developed in Roman grammatical schools. The grammaticus
served not only as a language instructor but also as a transmitter of cultural and intellectual
traditions. The methods employed in these schools—memorization, textual analysis, and
syntactic exercises—anticipated elements of modern linguistic pedagogy. Their emphasis on
correctness (latinitas) and stylistic clarity has influenced contemporary academic standards in
language instruction and grammatical description.The findings also suggest that Roman
grammar provided an early framework for the standardization of linguistic norms. By
codifying the Latin language, Roman grammarians contributed to linguistic unification across
the Empire, a process comparable to modern language planning and standardization. This
codification was not purely descriptive; it reflected social and political dimensions of language
use, as linguistic precision became a marker of education and civic identity.From a theoretical
standpoint, the discussion highlights that Roman grammatical analysis offered a synthesis of
form and meaning that modern linguistics continues to explore. While their focus was on
prescriptive grammar, Roman scholars implicitly recognized the interaction between syntax,
semantics, and pragmatics—dimensions that later became central to linguistic science. For
instance, their treatment of case, tense, and aspect shows an awareness of functional grammar
and sentence-level meaning.

Furthermore, comparative analysis demonstrates that modern linguistic disciplines—such as
morphology, syntax, and linguistic typology—can trace conceptual roots back to Roman
grammatical frameworks. The Roman practice of categorizing linguistic elements according to
logical and philosophical principles foreshadowed the scientific approach to language analysis
that dominates present-day linguistics.In summary, the results confirm that Roman grammatical
schools were more than educational institutions—they were intellectual laboratories where
foundational ideas about language were developed, debated, and systematized. The discussion
underscores the continuity between ancient grammatical traditions and modern linguistic
methodologies, affirming that the Roman linguistic heritage remains a vital component of the
history and philosophy of linguistics.

CONCLUSION
The comprehensive analysis of Roman grammatical schools demonstrates that their intellectual
and pedagogical contributions were foundational to the evolution of linguistic science. The

Romans did not merely preserve Greek grammatical knowledge but reinterpreted and expanded
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it through their own systematic and practical approach to language study. By institutionalizing
grammar as both an educational discipline and a theoretical field, they created a structured
model for linguistic inquiry that endures in modern academic contexts.Roman grammarians
such as Varro, Donatus, and Priscian played decisive roles in codifying linguistic norms and
shaping grammatical terminology that remains in use today. Their works established the basic
framework for analyzing morphology, syntax, and semantics — frameworks later refined by
medieval scholastics, Renaissance humanists, and eventually modern linguists. The Roman
understanding of linguistic structure — rooted in logic, philosophy, and rhetoric — prefigured
many principles that underpin modern theories of grammar and language universals.The legacy
of the Roman grammatical tradition is evident not only in linguistic theory but also in language
pedagogy. The methods and standards introduced in Roman grammatical schools — textual
analysis, memorization, and linguistic classification — continue to influence language
education, curriculum design, and scholarly methodology. Their emphasis on correctness,
coherence, and stylistic clarity laid the foundation for a rational and systematic study of
language that remains essential in both classical philology and contemporary linguistics.From a
modern perspective, the study reaffirms that Roman linguistics represents an early stage in the
scientification of language study. Their approach combined descriptive and prescriptive
elements, integrating empirical observation with philosophical reasoning. This balance between
observation and theory paved the way for later linguistic paradigms, from structuralism to
generative grammar.

In conclusion, Roman grammatical schools occupy a central position in the intellectual
genealogy of linguistics. Their analytical precision, educational innovation, and philosophical
depth continue to inspire and inform modern linguistic thought. Recognizing their enduring
influence not only deepens our understanding of linguistic history but also emphasizes the
timeless value of systematic inquiry into the nature of human language.
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