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Abstract: This article explores the effectiveness of interactive methods in teaching English
pronunciation within modern language classrooms. It discusses how activities such as role-play,
pair work, pronunciation games, minimal pair drills, shadowing, and digital technologies
contribute to the development of segmental and suprasegmental phonetic features. The findings
demonstrate that interactive approaches increase learner motivation, reduce speaking anxiety,
enhance retention, and improve pronunciation accuracy in authentic communication contexts.
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Annotatsiya: Ushbu maqola ingliz tili talaffuzini o‘rgatishda interfaol metodlarning
samaradorligini tahlil giladi. Unda rol o‘yinlari, juftlikda ishlash, talaffuz o‘yinlari, minimal
juftlik mashqlari, “shadowing” texnikasi va raqamli texnologiyalarning segment va
suprasegment fonetik xususiyatlarni rivojlantirishdagi ahamiyati yoritiladi. Tadqiqot natijalari
interfaol yondashuvlar motivatsiyani oshirishini, qo‘rquvni kamaytirishini, eslab qolishni
kuchaytirishini va nutq jarayonida talaffuz aniqligini yaxshilashini ko‘rsatadi.

Kalit so‘zlar: interfaol metodlar, ingliz talaffuzi, kommunikatsiya, fonetika, til o‘qitish

AHHoTanusi: B cratbe paccmarpuBaercs 3(Q(EKTUBHOCTh HHTEPAKTUBHBIX METOJ0B B
00yuYeHUHU aHTJIUNCKOMY IMPOU3HOLIEHHIO. AHAJU3UPYIOTCS POJIEBbIE WUIpPbI, padoTa B Hapax,
(doHeTHUECKUE UTIpPBl, YINpaKHEHHs C MHHMMalbHBIMM IapaMmM, TexHHKa «shadowing» u
IU(PPOBBIE TEXHOJIOTUH, CIIOCOOCTBYIOUIME PAa3BUTHUIO CETMEHTHBIX W CYNPACeTMEHTHBIX
ocoOeHHOCTe peun. Pe3ynbTaThl MOKa3bIBalOT, YTO WHTEPAKTHUBHBINA IOAXOJ| IMOBBIIIAET
MOTHBALIMIO, CHUKAET TPEBOrY, YIy4YIaeT 3allOMMHAHME W I[OBBIIIAET TOYHOCTh
IPOM3HOUICHUS B peaIbHOW KOMMYHHUKALHH.

KroueBrie ciopa: HHTEPAKTUBHBIEC METO/AbI, MIPOU3HOMICHUE, KOMMYHHUKalIUs, (l)OHeTI/IKa,
npenogaBaHue sA3bIKa

Introduction

Pronunciation is a fundamental component of communicative competence in English language
learning, as it directly influences learners’ intelligibility, fluency, and overall speaking
performance. While many students possess sufficient grammatical knowledge and vocabulary,
difficulties in producing accurate sounds, using appropriate stress, rhythm, and intonation often
lead to misunderstandings in oral interaction. Traditionally, pronunciation instruction has
focused on mechanical repetition and teacher-centered explanation, which may not provide
meaningful opportunities for active speaking practice. As educational paradigms shift toward
learner-centered approaches, interactive methods have gained prominence in modern pedagogy.
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Interactive methods are instructional techniques that promote active participation, collaboration,
and immediate feedback during the learning process. These methods create realistic
communication contexts in which learners can experiment with pronunciation, analyze their
errors, and receive corrective guidance. Activities such as role-play, minimal pairs practice,
pronunciation games, pair work, shadowing, and technology-based tools engage learners
emotionally and cognitively, reducing anxiety and increasing motivation. Furthermore,
interactive tasks naturally integrate listening and speaking skills, contributing to holistic
language development.

In the context of globalization, effective pronunciation is essential not only for academic
success but also for international communication, professional mobility, and cultural integration.
Therefore, implementing interactive methods in English pronunciation teaching is crucial to
ensuring learners acquire both segmental (vowels and consonants) and suprasegmental (stress,
rhythm, intonation) features. This article explores the pedagogical value of interactive
approaches, describing their types, benefits, and impact on learner performance. It argues that
interactive methods significantly improve pronunciation accuracy, confidence, and
communicative effectiveness in diverse learning environments.

The Role of Interactive Methods in Pronunciation Development

Interactive methods are based on learner-centered principles, where students actively participate
in communication rather than passively receive information. In pronunciation instruction,
interaction encourages learners to produce sounds repeatedly in meaningful contexts, analyze
their own speech, and receive immediate feedback. This process strengthens both segmental
features - consonants, vowels, diphthongs - and suprasegmental features such as stress, rhythm,
and intonation. Regular exposure to interactive tasks also improves learners’ listening skills,
which are essential for perceiving subtle phonetic differences.

Furthermore, interactive tasks increase student motivation by transforming pronunciation
practice into an engaging activity. When students are emotionally involved, they display higher
concentration and retain information more effectively. The social nature of interactive methods
also reduces anxiety, which commonly prevents learners from speaking confidently.

Types of Interactive Pronunciation Methods

Role-Play Activities

Role-play provides real-life communication scenarios where students must adjust their speech
to different purposes and interlocutors. For example, simulating job interviews, travel situations,
or service requests requires appropriate stress patterns, varied intonation, and natural pacing.
Role-play encourages spontaneity, creativity, and contextualized pronunciation practice.

Pair and Group Work

Pair and group tasks significantly increase speaking time compared to teacher-fronted
instruction. Students can practice pronunciation features through peer correction, dialogue
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construction, minimal pair comparisons, and short presentations. Peer collaboration creates a
friendly environment where learners feel safe experimenting with new phonetic structures.

Pronunciation Games

Gamification enhances motivation and reduces the fear of making mistakes. Games such as
tongue twister competitions, sound bingo, intonation “races,” and stress pattern challenges
develop pronunciation accuracy naturally. These activities promote rapid reaction, repeated
articulation, and auditory discrimination.

Minimal Pair Drills

Minimal pairs focus on sounds that differ only in one phonetic feature (e.g., ship/sheep,
pin/pen). Students must listen carefully and produce distinct sounds, training both recognition
and articulation. Minimal pair drills are extremely effective for learners whose native languages
lack certain English phonemes.

Shadowing Technique

Shadowing requires learners to listen to a model speaker and repeat immediately, closely
imitating rhythm, stress, and tone. This technique develops phonological fluency and helps
learners adopt natural patterns used by native speakers. Shadowing also trains connected speech
features such as linking, reduction, and elision.

Digital Tools and Technology

Modern technology enhances interactive pronunciation learning by providing authentic models,
instant evaluation, and personalized feedback. Speech recognition applications allow learners to
practice sounds until they reach intelligibility standards. Interactive whiteboards enable teachers
to visualize mouth positions, stress patterns, and intonation contours. Online materials expose
learners to diverse accents and communication styles.

Advantages for Learners

Interactive pronunciation methods offer several pedagogical advantages. First, learners develop
higher motivation due to the dynamic and enjoyable nature of tasks. Second, students receive
immediate correction, preventing fossilized pronunciation errors. Third, interactive activities
support autonomous learning, encouraging students to monitor and evaluate their own speech
production. Additionally, these methods increase learners’ exposure to authentic spoken
English, enabling them to internalize natural rhythm and intonation.

Another key benefit is the improvement of listening comprehension. When learners recognize
pronunciation patterns in others’ speech, they become more effective communicators.

Furthermore, interactive activities boost learners’ confidence, helping them overcome
psychological barriers and fear of speaking

Challenges in Applying Interactive Methods
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Despite their effectiveness, several challenges may arise during implementation. Teachers may
struggle with large class sizes, which limit interaction opportunities. Insufficient technological
resources can reduce the variety of interactive activities. Some educators may lack proper
training in phonetics and digital tools, affecting their ability to provide accurate feedback. Time
constraints in curricula may also limit the amount of pronunciation practice teachers can offer.

To address these challenges, institutions must support professional development programs,
invest in technological equipment, and encourage creative lesson planning.

The Teacher’s Role in Interactive Pronunciation Instruction

Teachers play a crucial role in creating an encouraging learning environment. Their
responsibilities include selecting appropriate activities based on learner needs, offering
constructive feedback, and modeling accurate pronunciation. Teachers should monitor progress,
identify recurring errors, and provide targeted exercises. In addition, teachers must motivate
students to practice outside the classroom through online platforms, recordings, and peer
communication.

By acting as facilitators rather than lecturers, teachers enable learners to take responsibility for
their pronunciation development.

Impact on Communicative Competence

Interactive pronunciation methods significantly enhance learners’ communicative competence,
enabling them to express ideas clearly and confidently. Correct pronunciation improves
comprehension, reduces misunderstandings, and increases effectiveness in academic,
professional, and social interactions. By mastering both segmental and suprasegmental features,
learners achieve speech that is intelligible, natural-sounding, and listener-friendly.

Conclusion

In conclusion, interactive methods play a crucial role in improving English pronunciation and
enhancing learners’ communicative competence. By actively involving students in meaningful
speaking activities, these approaches provide authentic contexts in which segmental and
suprasegmental features can be practiced effectively. Methods such as role-play, pair and group
work, minimal pair exercises, pronunciation games, shadowing, and the integration of digital
tools foster learner engagement, increase exposure to natural speech patterns, and support the
development of listening discrimination skills. Moreover, interactive environments reduce
speaking anxiety, encourage peer collaboration, and promote self-correction, leading to greater
confidence and accuracy in oral production.

The findings indicate that interactive instruction is more effective than traditional, teacher-
centered drills because it offers continuous feedback, increased practice opportunities, and
stronger retention. As global communication continues to expand, intelligible pronunciation
becomes increasingly important for academic achievement and professional success. Therefore,
language educators should integrate interactive methods systematically into pronunciation
teaching, adapt them to learners’ needs, and utilize available technological resources.
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Ultimately, the consistent use of interactive approaches contributes to more successful language
learning outcomes, empowering students to communicate clearly and confidently in real-life

situations.
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