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Abstract

Working with crosswords for children introduces them to the richness of the Russian language and enriches
children's vocabulary. Such games form important qualities of the child: independence, observation,
resourcefulness, intelligence, the ability to exert volition to achieve a goal, i.e. the qualities necessary for
professional excellence develop, no matter in what field he then works.

The intellectual development of a child depends on the age at which you start studying with him and
how intense his mental work will be. Among various children's games, educational games occupy a special
place. Solving entertaining games is a useful form of leisure for children.

Entertaining leisure activities include solving puzzles of various shapes, themes, designs, and
complexity—crosswords. This is the most common children's game with words. Solving crosswords is a fun
and useful activity.

Working with crosswords for children introduces them to the richness of the Russian language and
enriches children's vocabulary. Such games form important qualities of the child: independence, observation,
resourcefulness, intelligence, the ability to exert volition to achieve a goal, i.e. the qualities necessary for
professional excellence develop, no matter in what field he then works.

When choosing material for learning how to solve crossword puzzles, you need to follow the
principle: from simple to complex. This rule must be followed so that children do not lose interest in the
games offered. Therefore, the beginning of learning to solve crossword puzzles was based on a simple but
effective technique: a didactic game: “Say a word” - excerpts from program poems, nursery rhymes are
given, and children must guess the missing word and write it in the cells of the crossword puzzle.

Excellent opportunities for creating interactive crossword puzzles are provided by the very easy-to-
use HotPotatoes program.

To create a crossword puzzle, launch the Hot Potatoes program, load the HotPotatoes JCross section
of the program . In the “ Name” field you must enter the name of the crossword puzzle.

To automatically create a crossword, click on the “ Automatic creation” button in the toolbar or
select the menu item ““ Grid management ” - “ Automatic creation ”.
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When placing words automatically, all words are entered as a list into the word entry field in the
dialog that opens, all words are entered in separate lines, and then the program selects options for their
placement.

“ Maximum size” field specifies the maximum number of cells in the crossword puzzle. Clicking on
the ““ Create Grid” button will create a crossword puzzle.
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Now we need to enter definitions for the words. To enter definitions, click the “ Definitions” button .
A definition dialog will appear: at the top of the screen there are words that are placed horizontally in the
crossword puzzle, and at the bottom - vertically. To enter a definition, select the desired word in the list,
enter the definition in the field below the list and click OK.
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