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Аннотация 

 В данной статье представлен комплексный криминологический анализ 

коррупционной преступности, в котором рассматриваются её концептуальные основы, 

структурные особенности, социально-экономические детерминанты и институциональные 

последствия. Коррупция представляет собой уникальную форму преступной деятельности, 

при которой государственная власть и служебные полномочия используются в личных 

интересах, что приводит к системным искажениям в управлении и подрывает общественное 

доверие. Исследование синтезирует классические и современные криминологические 

теории, экономические подходы, политологические знания и международные стандарты 

борьбы с коррупцией. Выявляются факторы риска, способствующие коррупции, включая 

слабый институциональный контроль, низкую подотчётность общественности, 

монополизированные процессы принятия решений, культурное принятие взяточничества и 

экономическое неравенство. В статье также оцениваются глобальные стратегии 

профилактики, с акцентом на реформы в области прозрачности, механизмы обеспечения 

добросовестности, общественный надзор, цифровое управление и жизненно важную роль 

международного сотрудничества. Результаты показывают, что эффективное 

предупреждение коррупции требует структурных преобразований, участия общества и 

устойчивой политической воли. 
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служебным положением, профилактика, управление, прозрачность, государственное 
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Abstract 

 This article provides a comprehensive criminological analysis of corruption crime, 

exploring its conceptual foundations, structural features, socio-economic determinants, and 

institutional consequences. Corruption represents a unique form of criminal activity in which 

public power and official authority are misused for private benefit, creating systemic distortions 

in governance and undermining societal trust. The study synthesizes classical and contemporary 

criminological theories, economic perspectives, political science insights, and international anti-

corruption standards. It identifies risk factors contributing to corruption, including weak 

institutional controls, low public accountability, monopolized decision-making processes, cultural 

acceptance of bribery, and economic inequality. The article also evaluates global prevention 

strategies, emphasizing transparency reforms, integrity mechanisms, public oversight, digital 

governance, and the vital role of international cooperation. The findings demonstrate that effective 
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corruption prevention requires structural transformation, societal engagement, and sustained 

political will. 

Keywords: corruption, criminology, bribery, abuse of office, prevention, governance, 

transparency, public administration, anti-corruption policy. 

INTRODUCTION 

Corruption crime constitutes one of the most pervasive and damaging forms of criminality 

affecting modern societies. While many crimes target individuals or property, corruption directly 

undermines the functioning of government institutions, distorts decision-making processes, and 

erodes public trust. Corruption disrupts economic development, weakens democratic governance, 

and fosters social inequality by enabling privileged access to resources and opportunities based on 

bribery, nepotism, and patronage rather than merit. Because corruption infiltrates state structures 

and influences political, legal, and administrative processes, its criminological analysis must move 

beyond individual moral failure and address systemic conditions that facilitate abuse of public 

power. 

Criminologically, corruption is defined as the misuse of entrusted authority for personal, group, or 

corporate gain. It takes various forms, including bribery, embezzlement, extortion, abuse of office, 

illegal enrichment, collusion, conflict of interest, and influence peddling. Corruption manifests in 

both petty forms—small bribes in everyday public services—and grand forms involving high-level 

officials, corporate executives, and political elites. Grand corruption can reshape national 

economic policies, distort markets, and compromise judicial independence. 

The nature of corruption crime makes it highly latent. Unlike violent or property offences, 

corruption leaves no immediate physical victim and often involves mutual benefit between 

offender and accomplice. Its hidden nature, coupled with bureaucratic complexity, makes 

detection extremely difficult. Corrupt actors typically act within institutional systems, exploiting 

gaps in regulation, ambiguity in procedures, and lack of transparency. 

In recent decades, rising global awareness and international cooperation have transformed 

corruption from a domestic administrative issue into an international crime with cross-border links. 

Agencies such as the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), the OECD, the World 

Bank, and Transparency International have contributed to developing international anti-corruption 

norms and mechanisms. Yet, despite these advances, corruption remains deeply entrenched in 

many societies. 

The aim of this article is to provide an in-depth criminological characterization of corruption crime, 

examine its determinants, and evaluate strategies for its prevention from a multidisciplinary 

perspective. 

LITERATURE REVIEW AND METHODOLOGY 

Corruption has been studied extensively within criminology, economics, political science, 

sociology, and legal studies. Classical criminologists such as Edwin Sutherland introduced the 

concept of “white-collar crime,” emphasizing that criminal behaviour is not limited to 

marginalized groups but also occurs among socially privileged individuals. Sutherland’s insights 

laid the foundation for understanding corruption as part of elite criminality facilitated by access to 

power and resources. 

https://www.academicpublishers.org/journals/index.php/ijai


     INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
 
       ISSN: 2692-5206, Impact Factor: 12,23 

     American Academic publishers, volume 05, issue 11, 2025                                                                                                                                                    

     Journal: https://www.academicpublishers.org/journals/index.php/ijai  

  page 1231 

Economic theories of corruption, notably those by Gary Becker, conceptualize corruption as a 

rational choice: individuals engage in corrupt acts when expected benefits exceed expected costs. 

This framework highlights the importance of increasing detection probability and penalties. 

Klitgaard’s famous formula—Corruption = Monopoly + Discretion – Accountability—provides a 

structural explanation of why corruption thrives under weak governance. 

Sociological literature emphasizes the role of cultural norms. In societies where gift-giving, 

patronage, or informal networks are culturally embedded, corruption becomes normalized and 

difficult to distinguish from tradition. Structural-functionalists argue that corruption sometimes 

acts as an informal mechanism for navigating rigid bureaucratic systems, although its long-term 

effects are destructive. 

Political science studies highlight the relationship between corruption and weak institutions. 

Scholars such as Rose-Ackerman argue that corruption flourishes when political competition is 

low, judicial systems lack independence, and the media is restricted. Democratic institutions, 

transparency, and civic engagement serve as protective factors. 

Legal research focuses on anti-corruption frameworks such as the United Nations Convention 

against Corruption (UNCAC), OECD Anti-Bribery Convention, and Financial Action Task Force 

(FATF) regulations. These documents establish standards for criminalization, asset recovery, 

whistle-blower protection, and cross-border cooperation. 

Recent literature in green criminology and cybercrime studies extends corruption analysis to 

environmental offences, illegal mining, procurement fraud, and digital bribery. The expansion of 

technology has created both new opportunities for corruption—such as encrypted communication 

and offshore financial fronts—and new tools for prevention, including digital transparency, e-

procurement, and blockchain-based monitoring. 

Overall, the literature demonstrates that corruption is a multidimensional crime requiring 

multidisciplinary interpretation and multi-level prevention strategies. 

This study utilizes a qualitative, analytical, and comparative methodology grounded in 

criminological theory and interdisciplinary sources. The aim is to synthesize theoretical 

explanations, empirical findings, and policy frameworks to provide a comprehensive picture of 

corruption crime. 

The methodological structure includes: 

1. Conceptual Categorization. Clarifying the criminological meaning, types, and structural 

elements of corruption crime, including offender motivations and institutional contexts. 

2. Causal and Structural Analysis. Identifying socio-economic, cultural, political, and 

administrative determinants of corruption, including monopoly power, lack of accountability, 

weak rule of law, and socio-cultural tolerance. 

3. Comparative Evaluation of Prevention Measures. Reviewing anti-corruption strategies 

adopted by different countries, including transparency reforms, e-governance, public procurement 

control, and civil society engagement. 

4. Interpretive Integration. Synthesizing insights from diverse fields to develop an integrated 

criminological model explaining corruption dynamics and effective prevention approaches. 

Sources include peer-reviewed criminological literature, anti-corruption reports, legal 

frameworks, international conventions, and Transparency International indices. This methodology 
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enables systematic analysis without relying on new empirical surveys, while ensuring rigorous 

theoretical depth. 

RESULTS 

The research identified key criminological characteristics of corruption crime: 

1. Abuse of Authority as a Core Element. Corruption fundamentally involves the misuse of legal 

authority or official position. This distinguishes it from ordinary fraud or theft and situates 

corruption within the sphere of public governance. 

2. Mutual Benefit and Consent. Corruption frequently involves reciprocal relationships in which 

both parties benefit materially or strategically. This complicates detection and reduces reporting. 

3. High Latency. Corruption thrives in secrecy, often leaving no tangible evidence or direct 

victims willing to testify. Latent corruption rates far exceed officially registered cases. 

4. Institutional Dependence. Corruption is shaped by organizational culture, administrative 

procedures, and structural incentives. Environments with discretionary power and little oversight 

are highly vulnerable. 

5. Economic and Political Dimensions. Corruption often intersects with economic crime, 

organized crime, and political criminality. High-level corruption undermines national 

development, foreign investment, and social stability. 

6. Cultural Normalization. In some regions, corruption is culturally embedded and perceived as 

necessary for accessing services, reflecting broader issues of inequality and institutional mistrust. 

The findings demonstrate that corruption is not merely individual criminal behaviour but a 

systemic phenomenon requiring structural transformation for effective prevention. 

DISCUSSION 

The discussion emphasizes the far-reaching societal implications of corruption crime. Corruption 

damages institutional legitimacy by weakening public trust in government, judiciary, and law 

enforcement agencies. When officials act for private gain rather than public interest, citizens lose 

confidence in democratic governance and the rule of law. 

Corruption also undermines economic performance. By distorting markets, misallocating 

resources, and discouraging investment, corruption imposes long-term economic costs. Public 

procurement corruption alone results in the loss of billions of dollars globally each year. 

Criminologically, corruption challenges traditional approaches to criminal justice because it 

intersects with power structures. Unlike street crime, corruption is often committed by individuals 

with social capital, institutional access, and political protection. Therefore, anti-corruption work 

requires strong political will, independent judicial systems, and empowered oversight bodies. 

Effective prevention strategies include introducing transparency mechanisms, such as open data 

systems, digital procurement monitoring, asset declaration requirements, and public access to 

government budgets. Whistle-blower protection is essential for encouraging disclosure of corrupt 

practices. Strengthening civil society and free media increases external oversight and exposes 

abuse of authority. 

International cooperation is also vital due to the global nature of corruption networks. Asset 

recovery procedures, cross-border investigations, and mutual legal assistance contribute to 

tackling grand corruption and financial crimes. 
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Ultimately, corruption prevention must adopt a holistic approach combining structural reforms, 

cultural transformation, and continuous monitoring guided by evidence-based policy. 

CONCLUSION 

Corruption crime is a complex and deeply rooted phenomenon with significant criminological, 

economic, political, and social implications. It undermines public trust, erodes institutional 

legitimacy, distorts economic development, and contributes to social inequality. The 

criminological characteristics of corruption demonstrate that it is embedded within power 

structures, facilitated by weak governance and cultural tolerance. 

Effective prevention requires comprehensive strategies addressing systemic vulnerabilities: 

strengthening institutional accountability, reducing discretionary authority, enhancing 

transparency, promoting digital governance, supporting independent media, and engaging civil 

society. International standards and cooperation further reinforce national anti-corruption efforts. 

Understanding corruption through a criminological lens provides essential insights for developing 

sustainable, just, and democratic societies where public power is used for collective well-being 

rather than private enrichment. 
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