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AHHOTALIUA

B cratee mnpencraBieH KOMIUIEKCHBIA KPUMHUHOJOTHYECKHM AaHAIU3 TEPpOpU3MA U
PCIUTHUO3HOIO OKCTPEMHU3MA KaK B3aMMOCBA3AHHBIX (1)0pM COBpeMeHHOﬁ MMpECTYIIHOCTH,
MpCACTaBJIAOIUX CepbéSHYI-O yYrposy HaLII/IOHaJIbHoﬁ 6630HaCHOCTI/I, ri100aIbHON CTaOMILHOCTH
u COLII/IaHbHOﬁ CIUIOYEHHOCTH. OHI/Ipa}ICB Ha MCKIUCHUINIMHAPHBIC MCTOYHHUKH, UCCICOIOBAHUC
paccMaTpruBaCT KOHLCUTYAJIIbHBIC OCHOBBI, CTPYKTYPHBIC XAPAKTCPUCTHUKHU, MOTUBAIIUOHHBIC
(bakTopsl, OpraHu3alUOHHYIO JUHaMUKY u COLMAJIbHO-TIOJUTUYECKUI KOHTEKCT
HKCTPEMUCTCKOrO Hacwius. B uccienoBaHuu nmoauépkuBaeTcsi MHOrO(AKTOPHBIA XapakTep
paavKaIu3alyy, BKIIOYAs UACOJOTUYECKYI0 00pabOTKy, KPU3HCHI MACHTHYHOCTH, COLUAIBHO-
HSKOHOMHYECKYIO JICNPUBAIMIO, TIOJUTUYECKAE pa3HOTJacus, LU(PPOBYIO TMpoMaraHay u
TpaHCHAIIMOHAJIbHBIC CCTH Bep6OBKI/I. OCHOBHOE BHUMAaHHE YACIECTCI KPHUMUHOJIOTMYCCKUM
TCOPHUAM, O6’L}ICH}II-OH_[I/IM OKCTPEMHUCTCKOC IIOBCACHUC ucpe3 IICUXOJIOI'MYCCKUC,
CONUOKYJIBTYPHBIC U CHUCTCMHBIC ACIICKTHI. B cratbe npeajiararoTcs 3(1)(1)6KTI/IBHBIG CTpaTerun
HpO(l)I/IJ'IaKTI/IKI/I, OCHOBAHHBIC Ha IIEPEAOBOM MCKIAYHAPOJHOM OIIBITC, BKJIHOYass IPOrpaMMblL
IIPOTUBOACUCTBUS paJMKaIN3alliY, B3aUMOJAEUCTBHE C OOIIECTBEHHOCTBHIO, COTPYIHHYECTBO
pa3Beaku, UGPOBOM MOHUTOPUHT M YKpEIUIEHHWE MpaBOBOM 0a3bl. Pe3ynbTaThl MCCien0BaHUs
HOI[‘-IépKI/IBaIOT BAXXHOCTH KOMIIJICKCHBIX, HAYYHO 000CHOBaHHBIX IIoaAXO040B K HpOTHBOI[efICTBPIIO
HKCTPEMHUCTCKUM yrpo3aM 0e3 yiiepoa s paB YeJIOBeKa M COIMAIbHON TapMOHUU.
KurwueBbie cjioBa: Teppopu3M, PEIMTHO3HBIA 3KCTPEMHU3M, PAAMKAINA3ALMSL, KPUMUHOJIOTHS,
INOJIUTHYCCKOC HACHUIIUC, HpO(l)I/IJIaKTI/IKa, 6C3OHaCHOCTB, naCOoJIorus, HpOTHBO,Z[GfICTBPIC
TEPPOPU3MY.

Abstract

This article provides a comprehensive criminological analysis of terrorism and religious
extremism as interrelated forms of contemporary criminality that pose severe threats to national
security, global stability, and social cohesion. Drawing on interdisciplinary sources, the study
explores the conceptual foundations, structural characteristics, motivational drivers, organizational
dynamics, and socio-political contexts of extremist violence. The research highlights the
multifactorial nature of radicalization, including ideological indoctrination, identity crises, socio-
economic deprivation, political grievances, digital propaganda, and transnational recruitment
networks. Emphasis is placed on criminological theories that explain extremist behaviour through
psychological, socio-cultural, and systemic lenses. The article proposes effective prevention
strategies grounded in international best practices, including counter-radicalization programs,
community engagement, intelligence cooperation, digital monitoring, and strengthening of legal
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frameworks. The findings underscore the importance of holistic, evidence-based approaches to
countering extremist threats without undermining human rights and social harmony.
Keywords: terrorism, religious extremism, radicalization, criminology, political violence,
prevention, security, ideology, counter-terrorism.
INTRODUCTION

Terrorism and religious extremism represent acute global challenges that transcend national
borders, institutional boundaries, and traditional criminological classifications. In contrast to
conventional criminal behaviour, terrorism deliberately targets public institutions, civilians,
infrastructure, and symbolic sites to achieve political, ideological, or religious objectives through
fear and coercion. Religious extremism serves as both an ideological foundation and a mobilizing
force for many terrorist movements, transforming doctrinal interpretations into violent strategies
aimed at reshaping societal norms, political orders, or religious identities.
Modern terrorism has evolved significantly, shaped by technological advances, geopolitical
conflicts, and socio-economic transformations. The digital era has enabled terrorist groups to
disseminate propaganda, recruit supporters, and coordinate attacks without relying on physical
proximity. Online radicalization has become a major vector for extremist influence, enabling the
spread of ideological narratives across continents in real time. At the same time, religious extremist
groups increasingly weaponize religious symbolism, historical grievances, apocalyptic visions,
and identity-based rhetoric to attract vulnerable individuals.
Criminologically, terrorism and extremism challenge traditional notions of offender motivation,
victimization, and criminal structure. Unlike profit-driven crimes, terrorist violence is often
grounded in ideological convictions rather than material gain. Offenders perceive their actions as
morally justified or even heroic, complicating traditional deterrence mechanisms. Furthermore,
terrorist organizations combine criminal and military characteristics: hierarchical or networked
command systems, clandestine operations, access to illicit funding, and global logistical support.
The rise of extremist movements is closely connected to structural factors such as political
repression, economic disparities, cultural marginalization, weak governance, ethnic conflicts, and
foreign interventions. These conditions create fertile ground for radical ideologues who exploit
social grievances and provide simplistic explanations for complex realities.
This article aims to analyze terrorism and religious extremism from a criminological perspective,
identify their key characteristics, investigate the roots of radicalization, and propose effective
prevention strategies based on scientific evidence and global experience.

LITERATURE REVIEW AND METHODOLOGY
Scholarly research on terrorism and religious extremism spans criminology, sociology, political
science, psychology, international relations, and security studies. Early criminological theories
focused primarily on individual pathology or deviant personality traits. However, subsequent
research demonstrated that most terrorists are psychologically normal individuals motivated by
ideological, social, or political factors. Post-1970s literature shifted toward structural explanations,
analyzing how social injustice, repression, and historical grievances feed extremist ideologies.
Theories of radicalization have evolved substantially. Wiktorowicz’s “cognitive opening theory”
explains how personal crises—economic, emotional, existential—make individuals receptive to
extremist narratives. Moghaddam’s “staircase model” illustrates how perceived injustice leads

page 1241


https://www.academicpublishers.org/journals/index.php/ijai

9) INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

&
§ . AMERICAM
Late -

‘
Q}C’ \Q\S) ISSN: 2692-5206, Impact Factor: 12,23

Q) ?SL‘ American Academic publishers, volume 05, issue 11, 2025

Journal: https://www.academicpublishers.org/journals/index.php/ijai

individuals gradually from grievances to violence. Sageman’s research on terrorist networks
highlights the role of peer groups, social bonding, and group identity in fostering radical
commitment.
Religious extremism research highlights how radical interpretations emerge in contexts where
doctrinal authority is fragmented, political conflicts are framed in religious terms, or religious
identity becomes intertwined with nationalist or ethnic ideologies. Scholars emphasize that
extremism is not rooted in religion itself but in its exploitation by ideological entrepreneurs seeking
power.
Studies on terrorist organizations reveal diverse structures ranging from hierarchical entities like
al-Qaeda to decentralized networks inspired by a shared ideology. Financing strategies include
donations, extortion, drug trafficking, smuggling, cryptocurrency transfers, and exploitation of
charitable institutions.
Counter-terrorism literature stresses the importance of balancing security measures with human
rights protection. International frameworks—such as UN counter-terrorism resolutions, the Global
Counter-Terrorism  Strategy, and regional security treaties—emphasize prevention,
deradicalization, intelligence sharing, border control, and community engagement.
The literature consistently concludes that terrorism and extremism require a multidimensional
approach integrating criminology, psychology, sociology, and political analysis.
This study adopts a qualitative and analytical methodology based on theoretical synthesis and
comparative evaluation. The research does not rely on new empirical data but integrates peer-
reviewed academic publications, international reports, legal frameworks, and criminological
theories. The methodological framework consists of four components:
1. Conceptual Clarification. Identifying the criminological definitions and structural
components of terrorism and religious extremism, including motives, organizational patterns,
ideological foundations, and operational methods.
2. Causal Analysis. Examining the socio-economic, political, cultural, psychological, and
technological drivers that contribute to radicalization and extremist mobilization.
3. Comparative Assessment. Reviewing global counter-terrorism practices, including
prevention programs, digital monitoring, community policing, and legal regulations.
4. Interpretive Synthesis. Integrating theoretical and practical insights into a coherent
criminological understanding of extremist criminality.
Sources used include United Nations counter-terrorism reports, Europol threat assessments,
scholarly articles on radicalization, international anti-extremism legislation, and academic
criminology textbooks. This methodological approach enables a comprehensive understanding of
terrorism without reducing it to singular explanations.

RESULTS
The research reveals several defining criminological characteristics of terrorism and religious
extremism:
1. Ideologically Driven Motives. Unlike ordinary crimes, terrorism is rooted in ideological,
political, or religious motivations. Offenders perceive violence as a legitimate method for
achieving transcendent goals.
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2. Symbolic Targeting and High-Impact Violence. Terrorist attacks often target symbolic
locations or populations to maximize psychological influence, fear, and media visibility.
3. Structured or Networked Organization. Terrorist groups employ hierarchical, cell-based, or
decentralized online networks that facilitate clandestine planning and resilience against law-
enforcement disruption.
4. Transnational Connections. Many extremist movements operate across borders through
funding, recruitment, training, and propaganda dissemination.
5. Radicalization as a Gradual Process. Individuals do not adopt extremist ideologies instantly;
they undergo cognitive, emotional, and social transformations influenced by group dynamics and
ideological exposure.
6. Digital Propaganda. Extremist groups effectively exploit the internet for recruitment,
propaganda, encrypted communication, and operational planning.
7. High Latency and Prevention Difficulty. The clandestine nature of extremist networks and
the ideological commitment of members reduce the likelihood of reporting or defection.
These results demonstrate that terrorism requires complex criminological interpretation beyond
conventional criminal categories.

DISCUSSION
The findings suggest significant theoretical and practical implications. Terrorism challenges
traditional deterrence theory because offenders seek martyrdom or ideological fulfilment rather
than material rewards. Therefore, punitive severity alone cannot prevent extremist violence.
Criminological approaches must incorporate insights from psychology, anthropology, theology,
and conflict studies.
Prevention must address root causes rather than symptoms. Socio-economic inequality, political
marginalization, weak governance, authoritarian repression, and identity conflicts all contribute to
radicalization. At the same time, digital transformation allows extremist ideologies to reach global
audiences, bypassing traditional community structures and enabling rapid recruitment.
Effective prevention strategies require multi-level responses:
— Community engagement to build trust between authorities and vulnerable populations.
— Education programs promoting critical thinking, media literacy, religious tolerance, and
conflict resolution.
— Counter-narratives developed by credible religious and community leaders.
— Strengthened border and financial controls to disrupt transnational terrorist logistics.
— Digital intelligence and monitoring using legal and ethical frameworks.
— Rehabilitation and reintegration programs for individuals disengaging from extremist
movements.
State policies must balance security needs with civil liberties. Excessive repression may strengthen
extremist narratives and contribute to further radicalization. Inclusive governance, transparent
institutions, and fair legal systems reduce structural grievances exploited by extremists.
The discussion emphasizes that terrorism prevention requires coordinated efforts involving
governments, international organizations, civil society, religious institutions, researchers, and
technological platforms.

CONCLUSION
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Terrorism and religious extremism constitute complex forms of criminality rooted in ideological
conviction, group identity, and structural vulnerabilities. Their criminological characteristics
include ideological motivation, symbolic violence, transnational organization, digital propagation,
and deep-rooted radicalization processes. Understanding these phenomena requires
interdisciplinary approaches integrating criminology with psychology, sociology, political
science, theology, and technology studies.

Effective prevention must target underlying causes, disrupt operational capacities, counter
extremist ideologies, strengthen community resilience, and promote socio-political stability.
Comprehensive strategies combining education, legal reform, international cooperation,
intelligence sharing, online regulation, and peacebuilding efforts are essential for reducing
extremist threats.

Ultimately, countering terrorism requires not only security measures but also societal
transformation rooted in justice, inclusion, and respect for human dignity. Only by addressing both
structural and ideological dimensions can societies build sustainable resistance to extremist

violence.
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