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Abstract: With the rapid development of China's economy and the transformation and upgrading of industrial structure, higher 
vocational education plays an important role in cultivating high-quality skilled personnel. This paper analyses the current 
situation of the development of higher vocational education in China, discusses the challenges it faces, and puts forward 
corresponding countermeasures and suggestions. The study finds that the number and scale of schools in China's higher 
vocational education have been expanding, and the setting of disciplines and specialisations has been gradually diversified, but 
there are still certain problems in the construction of teaching staff and the guarantee of teaching quality. Meanwhile, the 
mismatch between higher vocational education and industrial demand, and the unbalanced distribution of educational resources 
are also challenges to the current development. In response to these problems, this paper puts forward countermeasures and 
suggestions such as diversified talent cultivation modes, balanced allocation of educational resources, strengthening industry-
university-research-use cooperation, reinforcing the construction of faculty, as well as promoting the optimisation and updating 
of disciplines and specialties. These measures will help to improve the quality and level of China's higher vocational education 
and meet the demand for talents in social and economic development. 
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1. Introduction 
The development of higher vocational education in China 

has become one of the important directions of education 
reform. With the rapid development of China's economy and 
the continuous change of society, more and more people begin 
to realise the importance and value of higher vocational 
education. Higher vocational education has cultivated a large 
number of skilled talents for the society and promoted the 
sustainable development of the society and economy with its 
close integration with the actual industrial demand. This 
thesis aims to study the development status of higher 
vocational education in China, explore its problems and 
challenges, and put forward corresponding countermeasures 
and suggestions. Through the in-depth study of higher 
vocational education, we can better understand the current 
situation and trend of its development, and provide reference 
and reference for the reform and development of higher 
vocational education. 

2. Overview of Higher Vocational 
Education in China 

China's higher vocational education refers to the form of 
education at the level of higher education to cultivate high-
quality, application-oriented talents adapted to social and 
economic development and vocational needs. It forms a three-
legged education system with general undergraduate 
education and vocational education. Higher vocational 
education originated in the 1980s, and after decades of 
development, it has become an important part of China's 
education system that cannot be ignored. 

The development of higher vocational education in China 
can be divided into three stages. The first stage is from the 
1980s to the early 1990s, this stage is mainly to explore the 
positioning and development direction of higher vocational 

education. The second stage is from the early 1990s to the late 
2000s, during which higher vocational education received 
strong support from the government, the number and scale of 
schools increased rapidly, and specialities were enriched. The 
third stage is since the 21st century, this stage of higher 
vocational education further develops and grows, the quality 
of teaching continues to improve, and the employment rate of 
students increases year by year. 

The characteristics of higher vocational education in China 
are mainly reflected in the following aspects. Firstly, higher 
vocational education focuses on the cultivation of practical 
and application ability, and emphasises the application of 
learning. Secondly, higher vocational education is closely 
integrated with industrial demand, keeping up with the needs 
of social and economic development, and cultivating talents 
to meet market demand. Once again, higher vocational 
education focuses on the cultivation of students' vocational 
quality, cultivating students' professional ethics, professional 
quality and professional skills. Finally, higher vocational 
education emphasises the comprehensive ability cultivation 
of students, focusing on cultivating students' innovation 
ability, teamwork ability and practical ability. 

In general, China's higher vocational education has made 
remarkable achievements in the past decades and made 
positive contributions to social and economic development 
and talent cultivation. However, higher vocational education 
still faces some challenges, such as the transformation of 
talent cultivation mode and the unbalanced distribution of 
educational resources. In the future, the reform and 
innovation of higher vocational education should be 
strengthened, the quality of education should be further 
improved, and more high-quality talents adapted to the 
market demand should be cultivated for the society. 
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3. The Current Situation of China's 
Higher Vocational Education 
Development 

China's higher vocational education has developed rapidly 
since the 1980s, and has become a part of China's education 
system that cannot be ignored. At present, the development of 
China's higher vocational education presents the following 
aspects of the status quo. 

Firstly, the number and scale of schools of higher 
vocational education in China are expanding. With the 
growing demand for higher education, more and more 
vocational colleges and higher vocational colleges have been 
established to meet the needs of students at different levels 
and in different fields. 

Secondly, the subject specialisations of higher vocational 
education are becoming increasingly sophisticated. 
Traditional engineering, business and medical disciplines are 
still the mainstay of higher vocational education, while a 
number of new professional fields, such as Internet 
technology, artificial intelligence, new energy, etc., have 
emerged to meet the needs of social and economic 
development. 

Third, the construction of higher vocational education's 
faculty has been vigorously promoted. The government has 
increased its investment in teacher training for higher 
vocational education, and has improved the teaching level and 
professionalism of teachers through measures such as 
introducing high-level talents and strengthening teacher 
training. 

In addition, teaching quality assurance has become an 
important part of the development of higher vocational 
education. Schools focus on teaching reform and teaching 
quality assessment, promote the innovation of teaching 
content and methods, and improve the comprehensive quality 
and practical ability of students. 

Finally, the employment situation of higher vocational 
education is also more optimistic. With the rapid development 
of China's economy, the market demand for high-skilled and 
high-quality talents has been increasing, and the employment 
rate of students in higher vocational education is higher, and 
the quality of employment has also been improved. 

However, the development of higher vocational education 
in China still faces some challenges. The transformation of 
talent cultivation mode, the unbalanced distribution of 
educational resources, the mismatch between industrial 
demand and education supply, the updating and optimisation 
of discipline and professional settings, and the problems of 
faculty construction all need to continue to work hard to solve. 

In summary, China's higher vocational education is still 
facing some problems and challenges while continuing to 
develop and grow. By strengthening educational reform and 
policy support, and improving the quality of education and 
students' employability, the development of China's higher 
vocational education will be able to better adapt to the needs 
of society and make greater contributions to the development 
of the country. 

4. Countermeasures and Suggestions 
for the Development of China's 
Higher Vocational Education 

The development of China's higher vocational education 
faces a series of challenges, and in order to promote its 

sustainable development, we need to take some 
countermeasures and suggestions. 

Firstly, we should explore diversified talent cultivation 
modes. Higher vocational education should focus on 
cultivating students' practical ability and innovative spirit, 
and provide more practical opportunities and internships so 
that students can better adapt to the needs of the society. 

Secondly, we should strengthen the balanced allocation of 
educational resources. At present, higher vocational 
education resources are unevenly distributed around the 
world, and some regions have relatively fewer resources. The 
government should increase its support for poor areas and 
provide more funds and educational resources to ensure the 
fairness of educational opportunities. 

Thirdly, we should build a platform for co-operation 
between industries, universities and research institutes. 
Higher vocational education should work closely with 
enterprises and industries to ensure that the content of 
education matches the actual needs. The government and 
schools should actively promote cooperation with enterprises, 
set up internship bases and practical training centres, and 
provide more practical opportunities and job opportunities. 

Fourthly, we should strengthen the development of the 
teaching force. The faculty of higher vocational education 
needs to have rich practical experience and professional 
knowledge. The government and schools should increase 
their support for teachers' training and title appraisal, so as to 
improve their professional quality and teaching level. 

Finally, we should promote the optimisation and renewal 
of subject specialisation. The setting of disciplines and majors 
in higher vocational education should match the industrial 
demand, closely integrate with the local economic 
development demand, and timely adjust and update the 
disciplines and majors in order to adapt to the social 
development and changes. 

In conclusion, the development of higher vocational 
education in China requires us to take a series of 
countermeasures and suggestions. We should explore 
diversified talent cultivation modes, strengthen the balanced 
allocation of educational resources, build a platform for 
cooperation among industries, universities, research institutes 
and universities, strengthen the construction of faculty, and 
promote the optimisation and updating of disciplines and 
specialties. Only in this way can China's higher vocational 
education continue to develop and make greater contributions 
to social and economic development. 

5. Conclusion 
China's higher vocational education has made remarkable 

progress in recent years, but still faces some challenges. By 
adopting corresponding countermeasures and suggestions, it 
can further promote the development of higher vocational 
education and contribute to the cultivation of more excellent 
professional talents. It is hoped that the research results of this 
paper can provide certain reference and learn from the 
research and practice in related fields and make positive 
contributions to the development of higher vocational 
education in China. 
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