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Abstract: Integrity, as a fundamental moral principle, has been deeply ingrained in Chinese traditional culture for thousands 
of years. This paper explores the historical evolution of the concept of integrity in China, its philosophical underpinnings, and 
its practical applications in governance, education, and social conduct. By examining ancient texts, philosophical thoughts, and 
historical anecdotes, this study aims to shed light on the enduring values of integrity and their relevance in contemporary society. 
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1. Introduction 
The concept of integrity, or "lianjie" (廉洁) in Chinese, is 

a cornerstone of Chinese traditional culture. It encompasses a 
range of virtues, including honesty, uprightness, 
incorruptibility, and self-discipline. Throughout Chinese 
history, integrity has been extolled as a vital quality for 
individuals and officials alike, influencing the moral fabric of 
society and shaping the ethical standards in governance and 
public service. 

2. Historical Evolution of Integrity in 
China 

The roots of integrity in Chinese culture can be traced back 
to the early Confucian teachings of the 春秋时期 (Spring and 
Autumn Period, 770-476 BCE). Confucius (551-479 BCE), 
the revered philosopher and educator, emphasized the 
importance of moral rectitude and the role of the "junzi" 
(gentleman) in upholding ethical standards. The "Analects" 
(《论语》), a collection of Confucius's sayings and ideas, 
highlights the significance of integrity in personal conduct 
and governance. 

During the 秦 朝  (Qin Dynasty, 221-206 BCE) and 
subsequent dynasties, the imperial examination system (科举

制度) was established, which further reinforced the value of 
integrity. Candidates were selected based on their moral 
character and scholarly abilities, reflecting the belief that 
integrity was essential for effective governance. 

The 明 朝  (Ming Dynasty, 1368-1644) saw the 
codification of laws and regulations to curb corruption and 
promote integrity among officials. The "Great Ming Code" 
(《大明律》) included strict penalties for corrupt practices, 
underscoring the state's commitment to upholding integrity in 
public service. 

Chinese festivals and rituals also serve as occasions to 
reaffirm the importance of integrity. For instance, the Mid-
Autumn Festival (中秋节) and the Dragon Boat Festival (端
午节) commemorate the virtues of loyalty and selflessness, as 
exemplified by the historical figures associated with these 
holidays. 

The practice of ancestor worship and the celebration of 
Tomb-Sweeping Day (清明节) further underscore the respect 
for ancestors who have demonstrated integrity in their lives. 
These rituals remind the living of their familial and cultural 
heritage and the importance of upholding the values that have 

been passed down through generations. 

3. Philosophical Underpinnings 
Confucianism, Daoism, and Legalism are the three major 

philosophical schools that have shaped the Chinese 
understanding of integrity. Confucianism advocates for the 
cultivation of personal virtue and the practice of "ren" (仁, 
benevolence), "li" ( 礼 , propriety), and "xin" ( 信 , 
trustworthiness). The "Doctrine of the Mean" (《中庸》), a 
Confucian classic, emphasizes the importance of balance and 
moderation, which are intrinsic to the concept of integrity. 

Daoism, with its emphasis on harmony with nature and the 
"Dao" (道, the Way), promotes the idea of "wu-wei" (无为, 
non-action) and natural simplicity, which align with the 
principles of integrity. The "Tao Te Ching" (《道德经》) by 
Laozi (老子), the founder of Daoism, advocates for a simple 
and honest life, free from the pursuit of power and wealth. 

Legalism, on the other hand, focuses on the rule of law and 
the establishment of a strong centralized state. Han Feizi (韩
非子), a prominent Legalist philosopher, argued for strict 
laws and harsh punishments to deter corruption and ensure the 
integrity of officials. 

Despite the long-standing emphasis on integrity in Chinese 
culture, modernization and rapid economic development have 
presented new challenges. Corruption and unethical practices 
have emerged in various sectors, prompting a renewed focus 
on the traditional values of integrity. 

The Chinese government has taken significant steps to 
address these issues, implementing anti-corruption 
campaigns and promoting the "Four Consciousnesses" (四个

意识), which include consciousness of discipline and integrity. 
These efforts reflect a contemporary interpretation of 
traditional values, aiming to adapt them to the complexities of 
modern society. 

Moreover, the concept of integrity is being integrated into 
sustainable development initiatives, emphasizing the 
importance of environmental protection and social 
responsibility. This holistic approach to integrity reflects a 
growing understanding that ethical conduct extends beyond 
personal and political realms to encompass the well-being of 
the planet. 
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4. Practical Applications in 
Governance and Society 

Integrity has been a guiding principle in Chinese 
governance, with the establishment of various institutions and 
mechanisms to promote ethical conduct among officials. The 
"Imperial Censor" ( 御 史 大 夫 ) in ancient China was 
responsible for monitoring the behavior of officials and 
ensuring their adherence to ethical standards. 

In modern times, the Chinese government has continued to 
emphasize the importance of integrity in public service. The 
"Eight-Point Code of Conduct" (八项规定) introduced in 
2012 is a recent example of efforts to curb corruption and 
promote integrity among government officials. 

Education also plays a crucial role in instilling the values 
of integrity. The "Moral Education" (道德教育) curriculum 
in Chinese schools includes lessons on traditional virtues, 
including integrity, to foster responsible and ethical citizens. 

As China increasingly engages with the global community, 
the traditional values of integrity hold significant potential for 
cross-cultural dialogue and cooperation. The principles of 
honesty, transparency, and ethical conduct are universally 
valued and can serve as a foundation for international 
collaboration and mutual respect. 

The Belt and Road Initiative (一带一路), for example, 
underscores the importance of trust and integrity in 
international relations and trade. By promoting these values, 
China can foster partnerships that are not only beneficial 
economically but also contribute to a more ethical and 
equitable global order. 

In contemporary China, the principle of integrity remains a 
highly valued and actively promoted concept within the fabric 
of society and governance. The Chinese government has 
placed a strong emphasis on combating corruption and 
enhancing transparency in public affairs, recognizing that 
integrity is essential for the stability, prosperity, and trust in 
the nation's institutions. 

A series of measures have been implemented to reinforce 
integrity, including the establishment of supervisory bodies, 
the enactment of stricter anti-corruption laws, and the 
promotion of ethical conduct among public officials. The 
"Eight-Point Code of Conduct" introduced by the Central 
Commission for Discipline Inspection of the Communist 
Party of China serves as a guiding principle for officials to 
adhere to a higher standard of behavior, promoting simplicity, 

frugality, and a commitment to public service. 
Furthermore, the concept of integrity is deeply integrated 

into the educational system, where it is taught as a core value 
from primary school through higher education. This focus on 
integrity extends beyond the classroom, with various 
campaigns and initiatives aimed at cultivating a culture of 
honesty and ethical behavior among the general public. 

The Chinese government's commitment to integrity is also 
reflected in its international engagements, where it advocates 
for fair trade practices, mutual respect, and cooperation based 
on trust and transparency. This commitment to integrity is 
seen as a cornerstone of China's Belt and Road Initiative, 
which aims to foster economic development and cultural 
exchange through ethical and responsible practices. 

In summary, the current emphasis on integrity in China is a 
multifaceted approach that encompasses legal, educational, 
and cultural initiatives, all of which are designed to reinforce 
the importance of ethical conduct and to build a society that 
values honesty, fairness, and the rule of law. 

5. Conclusion 
The concept of integrity in Chinese traditional culture is a 

rich and multifaceted phenomenon, deeply intertwined with 
the nation's history, philosophy, and social values. From the 
teachings of ancient sages to the legal frameworks of imperial 
China, and from the moral education of the youth to the 
ethical standards of contemporary governance, integrity 
remains a timeless virtue that continues to guide and inspire 
the Chinese people. As China moves forward in the global 
arena, the enduring values of integrity will undoubtedly 
continue to shape its cultural identity and contribute to its 
development as a responsible and ethical world power. 
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