International Journal of Education and Humanities
ISSN: 2770-6702 | Vol. 17, No. 2, 2024

The Value and Return of Parents’ Investment in Family

Music Education

Shuya Wang, Sajastanah bin Imam Koning"

University Pendidikan Sultan Idris, Malaysia

Abstract: As an important part of children's early education, family music education has played an increasingly important role
in promoting the all-round development of children in recent years. With the continuous emphasis on quality education in society,
parents' investment in family music education has gradually increased and manifested in various forms. This paper aims to
explore in depth the various ways parents invest in family music education, analyze the short-term and long-term returns brought
by these investments, and focus on their positive impact on children's musical literacy, emotional development, social adaptability,
etc. At the same time, the article will also put forward corresponding suggestions based on current educational practices to
provide theoretical support for optimizing the implementation of family music education and improving the benefits of parents'

investment.
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1. Introduction

Family music education refers to parents' music
enlightenment and education for their children in a family
environment through various means. Compared with school
education, this form of education is more flexible and
personalized, and can be adjusted and optimized according to
children's interests, personality and development needs. In the
context of the continuous updating and progress of global
educational concepts, family music education, as an
important part of early education, has gradually attracted
more and more attention from parents. With the society's
emphasis on children's comprehensive quality education,
music education is not only limited to traditional skill training,
but has become a key factor in promoting children's all-round
development. Especially driven by information technology
and diversified educational methods, the form of family
music education has gradually developed from the initial
traditional music enlightenment course to a more diversified
and rich curriculum system. This transformation makes
family music education more in line with the growth rhythm
and interests of each child, further enhancing its educational
effect. Therefore, studying the investment form of parents in
family music education and the returns it brings not only helps
to improve the theoretical framework of family music
education, but also provides a theoretical basis and practical
guidance for improving the effectiveness of parental
education and promoting the development of children's
comprehensive quality, which has important practical
significance.

2. Parents' Investment Forms and
Investment Value in Family Music
Education

Parents' investment in family music education can be
analyzed from three dimensions: time, economy and energy.
First, time investment refers to the time parents spend
accompanying their children in their music education, which
not only includes picking up and dropping off children to
attend music courses, but also includes active participation in
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daily practice and performances. Parents' companionship and
guidance can not only enhance children's interest and
investment in music, but also provide a stable support
environment for their learning. Secondly, economic
investment involves parents' financial expenditure on music
education, including the cost of purchasing musical
instruments, enrolling in various music training classes, and
hiring professional music teachers. These economic
investments are the basis for children to obtain professional
music education, improve their skills and artistic
accomplishment, and also directly affect the quality and effect
of music education resources. Finally, energy investment
refers to the effort and attention that parents put into their
children's music learning process. Parents not only need to
provide continuous learning support for their children, but
also give timely encouragement and help when their children
encounter learning bottlenecks to create a positive learning
atmosphere. In addition, parents' energy investment also
includes caring for their children's psychology and emotions,
helping them develop a good attitude and self-confidence in
music learning. In general, the triple investment of parents in
family music education complements each other and jointly
promotes the all-round development of children in music
literacy, emotional expression and comprehensive quality.
The investment value of parents in their children's music
education has short-term value and long-term value. The
short-term value of family music education is mainly
reflected in the cultivation of children's skills, emotional
development and personality shaping. In the short term,
parents' investment can effectively improve children's music
literacy, help children gain the fun of music learning, and
stimulate their strong interest in music. Through systematic
music training, children can improve their perception and
expression abilities in the mastery of basic skills such as notes
and rhythm. In the process of learning musical instruments,
children can not only cultivate musical skills, but also
exercise their concentration, patience and perseverance.
These processes play a positive role in the development of
children's intelligence and self-control. In addition, music
education can also help children develop better emotionally,
prompting them to learn to express and regulate emotions, and



enhance self-awareness and emotional management
capabilities. From the perspective of long-term returns, the
value of family music education is more far-reaching. Studies
have shown that children who have received music education
for a long time usually perform better in many aspects such
as language ability, mathematical logical thinking, and
creativity. This is because music training can not only activate
multiple areas of the brain, but also enhance the brain's cross-
domain integration ability and promote the improvement of
the brain's cognitive function. Especially in the cultivation of
language and mathematical thinking, systematic training in
music education helps children develop their abilities in
speech recognition, vocabulary accumulation, logical
reasoning, etc. In addition, music education can also
effectively improve children's social adaptability and
teamwork spirit. In the process of participating in ensembles
and collective music activities, children learn how to
communicate and cooperate with others, and enhance their
collective consciousness and teamwork ability. Long-term
family music education not only lays a solid foundation for
children's future academic achievements, but also has a
profound impact on personality development, social skills
and career development. Therefore, the long-term returns of
family music education are not only reflected in the field of
music, but will also have a positive role in promoting
children's all-round development and future careers.

3. Factors that Influence the Return on
Investment of Family Music
Education

From a child's perspective, family music education has a

profound impact on their emotional and psychological growth.

First of all, music education can effectively improve
children's emotional expression ability and help them release
their inner emotions and express themselves through music, a
unique art form. In the process of music learning, children not
only learn how to express emotions accurately, but also
enhance their emotional resonance and artistic appreciation
through understanding and interpretation of notes and
melodies. Secondly, music education has a positive effect on
the development of children's social skills, especially in
collective music activities and ensembles, where children can
interact with peers and learn teamwork, communication and
coordination, thereby cultivating good social skills and team
spirit . As children's understanding of music gradually
deepens, their artistic accomplishment and personality have
also been significantly improved. This not only helps children
form more mature emotional cognition, but also helps them
better adapt and adapt to society in the future. Integration has
laid a solid foundation. Therefore, family music education
plays an important role in promoting the growth of children's
psychological quality, emotional regulation, artistic literacy
and social adaptability.

From a parent's perspective, the returns from investing in
home music education are primarily reflected in children's
growth and achievement. Parents’ investment in their
children’s music education can often bring huge spiritual
rewards and a sense of accomplishment. Parents will feel
extremely proud and satisfied when their children make
progress in music learning, especially through hard work and
achieve some artistic achievements. Children's performance
in music not only represents the results of parents' investment
in education, but also reflects the parents' companionship and
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support for their children's growth. In addition, family music
education can also effectively enhance parent-child
relationships. By participating in musical activities together,
practicing, playing or enjoying music together, the interaction
between parents and children will be closer and the emotional
communication will be deeper. As an art form, music can
invisibly promote understanding and care among family
members and help build a more harmonious and intimate
family relationship. Therefore, parents’ investment in family
music education not only contributes to the growth and
achievement of their children, but also enhances the overall
cohesion and emotional bond of the family, bringing more
family happiness and satisfaction.

Cultural background and social factors have a profound
impact on the return on investment in family music education.
The cultural background and social environment of different
countries and regions will affect the form, content and return
of family music education. In the context of different cultures,
differences in family education concepts often determine the
way and degree of family investment in music education.
Taking China as an example, the importance of music
education in traditional culture has always been profound,
especially under the influence of Confucian culture, music is
regarded as an important means of self-cultivation. Many
families believe that music education can not only improve
children's artistic literacy, but also help cultivate children's
morality, temperament and interpersonal skills. Therefore,
parents are usually willing to invest a lot of resources in their
children's music education, including time, money and energy.
From early music enlightenment to formal instrument
learning, to participating in various music training and
competitions, parents' investment is reflected not only in
economic expenditure, but also in the time spent
accompanying and guiding their children's learning.

In many Western countries, especially in developed areas
of Europe and the United States, the popularity of music
education is relatively high, and the emphasis on music and
the investment in educational resources in the education
system are generally more balanced. Parents' investment
focuses more on cultivating children's interests and guiding
their self-development. Western family music education often
emphasizes the free development of children's personality.
Music education is more of a way to enrich children's cultural
life, aiming to stimulate children's creativity, independent
thinking and artistic perception. Therefore, parents'
investment in music education is usually closely related to
their children's interests and artistic talents, focusing on
cultivating children's musical expression and creativity rather
than simple skill training. Western society generally
advocates that in the process of children's self-development,
family support is more reflected in providing children with
appropriate choices and opportunities, rather than excessive
intervention or imposing traditional music education
models.In addition, the level of economic development of
society, the degree of perfection of the education system and
the background of cultural diversity also affect the return on
investment in family music education to a certain extent. In
economically developed areas, families can provide children
with more music education resources, such as private music
lessons, international music exchanges, etc., while in some
areas with relatively poor economic conditions, family music
education investment may face the challenge of lack of
resources, thus affecting the opportunity and quality of
children's music education. Therefore, cultural background



and social factors not only determine the investment method
of family music education, but also directly affect the return
effect of family music education. Different social
environments have created different conditions for family
music education. These conditions, in the context of
globalization, have also prompted the mutual exchange and
reference of music education concepts.

Family music education has an invaluable value in
improving children's comprehensive quality and artistic
accomplishment, but in actual operation, parents' investment
often faces many challenges. First of all, the economic burden
is the biggest problem faced by many families in carrying out
music education. Music education, especially the cost of
musical instruments, training courses and music activities
required for learning musical instruments, often exceeds the
economic affordability of some families. Secondly, time
constraints are also an important factor. Many parents are
busy with work and find it difficult to provide their children
with enough time to accompany and support their music
learning, which makes it difficult for family music education
to continue and affects the effect of children's learning. In
addition, the lack of educational resources is also a major
challenge, especially in some economically underdeveloped
areas, where music education resources are relatively scarce,
and there is a lack of qualified teachers and facilities, which
leads to children not being able to receive adequate guidance
and help in the process of music learning.

In response to these challenges, this article puts forward
some practical suggestions. First, the government and all
sectors of society should strengthen their support for family
music education and reduce the economic burden of family
music education by formulating relevant policies, increasing
public cultural facilities, and providing financial subsidies. At
the same time, the government and society can provide more
families with free or low-cost music education resources by
organizing music charity activities and cultural exchanges, so
as to promote the popularization and fairness of music
education. Secondly, schools should play their guiding role in
family education, regularly provide parents with training and
lectures on music education, help parents master effective
education methods, and improve their participation and
education level in family music education. Schools can also
provide parents with relevant teaching materials and
reference materials for family music education, encourage
parents to participate in their children's music education
process, and jointly promote their children's development.In
addition, parents should pay more attention to the cultivation
of children's interests and the improvement of their
independent learning ability. In family music education,
parents can stimulate their children's interest in music by
appreciating music and discussing music works with their
children, rather than simply focusing on the training of skills.
At the same time, parents should encourage their children to
explore and discover the fun of music independently, cultivate
their independent learning ability, and enable children to take
the initiative to learn and feel music without excessive
intervention from their parents, thereby enhancing their
intrinsic motivation for music education.

In short, although family music education faces multiple
challenges, through the joint efforts of the government,
schools and families, we can effectively reduce the pressure
on parents, create a more favorable educational environment,
and provide more solid support for the all-round development
of children.
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4. Conclusion

As an indispensable part of a child's growth, family music
education has a profound impact on the child's overall
development. Parents' investment in music education can not
only effectively improve their children's musical literacy, but
also promote their intellectual, emotional, social adaptability
and other aspects of quality improvement. Through the in-
depth discussion of this article, we can clearly see that parents
investment in family music education can directly improve
children’s musical skills and emotional expression ability in
the short term, and help them form an interest and love for
music; in the long term, The rewards of music education are
even more significant. It can promote the development of
children's creativity and improve their core qualities such as
language ability, mathematical logical thinking ability and
teamwork spirit, thereby laying a solid foundation for
children's future academic achievements and career
development.

However, in the actual practice of family music education,
parents often face considerable challenges in terms of
investment in time, finance, and energy. In order to overcome
these difficulties, this article also puts forward corresponding
suggestions, hoping to provide inspiration for the
development of family music education. In the future, family
music education should pay more attention to innovation and
improvement. Through multi-party cooperation, especially
the support of the government and society, we should
optimize the allocation of educational resources, reduce the
financial burden on parents, and strengthen parents' sense of
participation and practical ability in music education. At the
same time, schools should further play a guiding role in
family education and help parents better understand and
implement effective music education methods.

In the context of the new era, family music education needs
to keep pace with the times, break through the limitations of
traditional models, and constantly innovate educational
concepts and methods. It is hoped that more families will
recognize the importance of music education to the all-round
development of their children and incorporate it into their
daily education plans to lay a more solid foundation for their
children's physical and mental health and artistic
accomplishment, thereby promoting their children's future
study, life and Achieve greater success and breakthroughs in
your career.
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