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PROGRAMMED INSTRUCTION IN AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION

Lyman B, Jackson, Dean Emeritus,
The Pennsylvania State University

Programned instruction is the logical organization and presentation, in
small step units, of instructionsl materials designed to elicit, from the
individual student, numerous active learning type responses which are sube
Ject to immediate verification by the learner as to accuracy.

The role of the teacher in programmed instruction is very significant
as follows: .o

1. Alding the individual student in selecting and using appropriate
programmed materials to acqomplish important educational
objectives,

2. Motivating the student in the pursuit of his educationsl object-
ives through the use of programmed instruction.

3. Using programmed material in preparing individusls to participate
in group or classroom discussions or other educational activities.
This is importent in leading to a rore complete understending and
application of basic information, suitable to the solution of .
individual and group problems in the agindustrial segment of the
economy. In other words, programmed materials may be used by
students in preparing themselves for classroom discussion as com=
pared to using the typical assignment of ordinary text and other
reeding resources,

k. Devising ways and meens of measuring and recording the educational
progress being made.

Programmed instruction is much in the educational news these days, What
is the prospect of using it in vocational and general agricultural education
at the secondary level; for collegiate education in sgriculture and for
extension education in agriculture?

X This question 18 of interest to me as a field for exploration, having
Just retired from active administrative duties in agricultural education.

For about three years, I have been assembling & library of books and pam-

phlets in this field, and have been following some of the pioneer projects
in programmed instruction under way at the Pennsylvania State University.

Dr. D. Re McCloy, Head of the Department of Agricultural Education in the

College of Agriculture, has been guiding some graduate student studies in

this field. Interesting results have been obtained,

From my resdings about programmed instruction, I have lesrned that the
Armed Forces snd various industrial concerns are using this method of
instruction with vhat appears to be outstanding results. Of course there
are nov many examples of the technique as it is spplied in numerous academic
disciplines in elementary, secondary, and collegiate education. At presenmt,
however, there seems to have been very little special applicstion to the
broed field of sgricultural education.
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This lesds me to ask the folloving questions:

1. Io there & need to explain or describe the basic principles of
programeed instruction to educstors in the field of sgriculture?

2. As e corallary of the preceding question, would agricultural
educators be interested in illustrative msterial applicshle to
the various aspects of agricultural education?

3, Would programmed instructional msterials be a useful eddition
to the ways and means nov employed in agricultural education?

T would sppreciate correspondence end your suggestions on any
phase of programzed instruction with gpecial reference to
! agricultural education, My new sddress is:

1651 Interlachen Roed
Apartoent 281 D
Rossmoor Leisure World
Seal Beach, California

AATEA MEMBERSHIP ARD IUES

Among materidls distributed lste this past spring by the 1962-63
President of AATEA, Clarence Bundy, vas included a dues notice., It vas
hoped that those members who hed not paid their 1963 dues would do s0.
A few ddd.

Hovever, a number of persons who hed already paid 1963 dues, coxpleted
the dues information sheet snd sent it with a check for $3.00 to the
treasurer. These have been applied o 196k membership, ani membership cards
will be distributed at the beginning of 196k, a8 in the past.

The dues year may not be clear to all members. Since AATRA wvas
orgenized, the fiscal year (and dues year) has been December 1 - November 30.
This made it possible to close the books and prepare a financial report for
the AATRA meeting during the AVA Convention in early December, Since the
terms of officers of AATRA now run from July 1 - June 30, to coincide with
those of AVA officers, consideration was given last Decenber in Milvaukee to
changing the dues year to July 1 - Juse 30, also. After considereble
deliberstion, it was decided by the executive comzittee and ratified by the
pembership of AATBA that the dues year should remain December 1 - Kovember 30.

In keeping with past practice, AATEA dues will be collected at the

AATRA breskfast during the AVA Conventioa in Decexber, and those not present
vill be conmtacted by mail shortly thereafter.

V. R, Cardozier, Treasurer





