Attitudes of Vocational Agriculture Teachers Toward
Supervised Occupational Experience Programs

Fred Reneau, Associate Professor
Rose Rolder, Graduate Student
Agricultural Education and Mechanization
Ssouthern |llinols University

Accepted for Publication August 1985

Supervised Occupational Experience Programs (SOEP's) provide stu-
dents with opportunities to "learn by doing," Many educators "through-
out the United States have begun to question the quality, quantity and
integral nature of the experiential component of vocational agriculture
program" (Leising, Wolfrom, & Zilbert, 1982), Tulloch (1979) stated,
n"gach agriculture educator must be convinced that supervised occupa-
+ional experience programs are necessary for each student if we are to
have outstanding vocational agricultfure programs,"

The quality and quantity of SOEP's in vocational agriculture must
be of concern to agriculture educators, The attitude of the teacher is
Instrumental in how well any subject is presented and accepted by stu-
dents (Glachino & Galllington, 1977),

Teachers have played an Important role In students! acceptance and
involvement with SOEP (Taylor & McMillion, 1983), Students who were
encouraged to have SOEP's were more l|ikely to have SOEP's, Therefore,
students who were not encouraged probably do not have SOEP's.

Purposes and Objectives

The purposes of this study were to determine vocational agriculture
teachers! attitudes toward SOEP's and to assess the quantity of SQEP!'s,
The specific objectives were to:

1. Determine the relationship between attitudes of vocational
agriculture teachers toward SOEP's and number of students with SOEP's in
each vocational agriculture program,

2. Determine the difference in proportion of students with SOEP's
taught by vocational agriculture teachers who had an SOEP in high school
and those taught by vocetional agriculture teachers who did not have an
SOEP In high school,

3. Determine the difference In the attitudes toward SOEP's of
vocational agriculture teachers who had an SOEP in high school and those
who did not have an SOEP In high school,

Procedures
Sample

The study population was the 12,474 vocational agriculture teachers
In the United States listed in the riculture Teachers Directory
(Henry, 1983), The sample consisted of 375 randomly selected high
school vocational agriculture teachers, All fifty states were included
in the study,
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Instrumentation

The oplinionnaire consisted of half positive and half negative
statements based on procedures explained by Best (1981), The opinion-
naire was reviewed by a panel of five experts. The validity of the
statements was evaluated by the panel following the criteria suggested
(Edwards, 1957) to determine the clarity of the Likert-type opinion-
naire., Rellabliity was tested by administering the opinionnaire to 11
vocational agriculture teachers in southern Illinois, The rellabllity
coefficient using the Kuder-Richardson formula 20 to measure Internal
consistency (Ferguson, 1976) was r=,70,

A cover letter and SOEP Opinionnalre were malled to a random sampie
of vocational agriculture teachers In the United States, The packet
also Included a self-addressed, return envelope,

Nul!l Hypotheses

The research questions of this study were restated in the mull
hypothesis form,

Hyl. There Is no relationship between the attitudes of vocational
agrlcu?fure teachers toward SOEP's and the quantity of SOEP's in each
vocational agriculture program,

Hy2. There Is no difference In the proportion of students with
SOEP's taught by vocatlonal agricuiture teachers who had SOEP's In high
school and those taught by vocational agriculture teachers who did not
have SOEP's In high school,

3, There Iis no difference In the attitude toward SOEP's of voca-
tlonal "agriculture teachers who had SOEP's in high school and those who
did not have SOEP's In high school,

Data Treatment

Quantity values were computed by determining the proportion of
vocational agriculture students having SOEP's in each vocational agri-
culture program, A one-to-five attitudinal rating value was assigned to
the vocational agriculture teacher's scoring of each SOEP statement. An
overall mean and standard devlation was formulated for the attitudinal
rating of each teacher, Null hypothesis one was tested using Pearson
product-moment correlation, Hypotheses two and three were tested using
analysis of variance, An alpha of ,05 was established for tests of sig-
niflicance,

Resul ts

Three hundred five (81,8%) of the 373 random sample of vocational
agriculture teachers completed and returned the SOEP opinionnaire, A
total of 223 (73.1%) vocational agriculture teachers had SOEP's as high
school students while 82 (26,9%) vocational agriculture teachers did not
have SQEP's as high school students,

H,1. There Is no relationship between the attitudes of vocational
agrlcu?fure teachers toward SOEP's and the quantity of SOEP's,

A Pearson Product Moment Correlation coefficient of r=,59 Indicated
there was a relationship between the teacher attitudes toward SOEP's and



+he number of students currently having SOEP's within the local voca-
tional agriculture program (Figure 1), The overall attitudinal mean of
vocatlonal agriculture teachers was 4,03 with a standard deviation of
.51, The overall quantity value mean was .82 with a standard deviation
of .22, Teachers who had a more positive attitude toward SOEP's had a
greater proportion of students with SOEP's., The null hypothesls was
rejected,
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Hy2. There is no differences In the proportion of students with
SOEP's taught by vocational agricuiture teachers who had SOEP's in high
school and those taught by vocational agriculture teachers who did not
have SOEP's in high school,

The F ratlo of 96.29 was statistically significant at the .05 level
of probability (Table 1), Teachers who had SOEP experience as high
schoo! students had a higher proportion (quantity value=,88) of voca-
tional agriculture students currently with SOEP's, Vocational agricul-
ture teachers who did not have an SOEP In high school had a quantity
value of .64, The null hypothesis was rejected,

Table 1

Analysis of variance for Quantity values of Vocational A riculture
TeacEers Having SOEPTs Tn HIgh School and Vocaflonal Agriculfure Teach-

ers Not Having SOEPTs Tn High School

Sum of Degrees of Mean
Source Squares Freedom Squares F-Ratlo*
Total 15,02 304 - 96.29
Between Groups 3.62 1 3.62
Within Groups 11.40 303 +03

Note, FCPITIC&|=3'88'

*p .05=level of probability used to ascertain signiflicant differences,

Hy3. There Is no difference In attitude toward SOEP's of voca-
tional "agriculture teachers who had SQEP's iIn high school and the atti-
tudes of teachers who did not have SOEP's In hligh school,

The F ratio of 161,34 was statistically significant at the .05
level of probabliiity (Table 2), Teachers (attitude mean=4.20) who had
SOEP experiences as high school students had higher attitudinal scores
than vocational agriculture teachers (attitude mean=3.58) who did not
have SOEP's. The null hypothesis was rejected,

Conclusions

The following conclusions were based upon the findings iIn this
study:

1. Vocational agriculture teachers who have a more positive atti-
tude toward SOEP's have a higher proportion of students with SOEP's In
their current vocational agriculture program,

2. Vocational agriculture teachers who had an SOEP in high school
had a higher proportion of students with SOEP's,
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Table 2

Analysis of Variance for Attitude Statements of Vocational Agriculture
Teachers Having SOEPTs Tn Hlgh School and Vocational Agricultfure Teach-
ers Not Having SOEP's Tn High School

Sum of Degrees of Mean
Source Squares Freedom Squares F-Ratio*
Total 68,40 304 - 161,34
Between Groups 23,76 1 23.76
Within Groups 44,63 303 .14

Note. Feritical=3+88.

*p .05=level of probabllity used to ascertalin significant differences,

3, Vocational agriculture teachers who had an SOEP in high school
had a more positive attitude toward SOEP,

Recommendation

The following recommendations were made for teacher preparation
programs:

1. Prospective teachers of vocatlonal agriculture should be
Involved in an SOEP experlence prlor fto teaching vocational agriculture
(conduct an SOEP while in college).

2. The Importance of SOEP's and hands-on applications of SOEP's
should be Included in methods courses taught by tfeacher educators In
agriculture,

3, Student teachers In agriculture should be required fo supervise
SOEP's during their student teaching experiences,

4, Inservice training workshops should be conducted to Increase
the awareness and applications of SOEP's In vocational agriculture pro-
grams,
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