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TEACHER EDUCATION IN AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION -
AN APPRAISAL AND SOME CONCERNS *
Rufus W, Beamer, Virginia Polytechnic Institute

Dr, Lawrence D, Haskew, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Texas, pre-
sented a paper at the 1961 Centennial Convocation of the American Associations
of Land-Grant Colleges and State Universities on the Evaluation of Teacher
~ Educetion in Land-Grant Institutions, The paper was based on a study Dr. Haskew

had conducted and was read to the deans of the schools and colleges of education
mgking up the Land-Grant Associstion, In hlS eppraisal of teacher education in
the Land-Grant institutions, Dr. Haskew had some things to say about teacher
education in agricultural education which I hold to have some significance to
. our profession. Some of the things. he had to say hurt, but in my Judgment, pose
some impllcatlons for strengthening our programs,

Here are some excerpts from Dr, Haskew's paper,

"The greatest contribution of the Land-Grant Institutions
to teacher education stands today in partial eclipse, This
contribution is the ‘education of teachers of agriculture and
homemeking and, to lesser extent, of trade and industrial

- education. In the fabric of an urbanlzed, intellectualized,
" sophisticated world these mundane designs are being erbroidered
over as rapidly as possible, or shoved into a corner in the
hope that Mr, Jacques Barzum or the National Council for
Accreditation of Teacher Education will not notice them, But
in the warm light of an appralsal based on having a ‘job to do
and getting it done, the clean, crisp, utilitarian lives of
those de31gns still display the signature of true art,

"I submit that no subjects have ever been better taught
in American high schools than the subjects of agriculture and
homemaking; that no contingent of teachers have ever equalled
the teachers of agriculture and homemaking in command of their
specialized subject matter; that no more effective curricula --
effective, that is, in achlev1ng'thc purposes they avowed --
have been designed then those in these two fields; that no set -
of teachers has kept more sbreast of technological and scientific
contributions; that no teachers have reached higher average
attalnments in methodology, and that no teachers have ever made
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more direct contributions to the improvement of adult community
life than have the teachers of agriculture and homemeking., Here

. is teacher education that begins in the hlgh‘school, extends
throughout college years with display of directed laboratory
experiences most other divisions are still trying to emulate,
fits the student to his job, goes right there with him and
practlcally forces him to continue to be a student."

Dr. Haskew says that this story is one of the brightest in American education,
and may be the finest that the Land-Grant Colleges and Universities will ever write,
. But he indicates that the story is incomplete., "It is 1ncomplete because it has

’ been written rather than being in the process of wrltlng.

.. Dr, Haskew's 1mpres31on is that the sense of crusadlng, inventive search does
not come through now (as it once did) as one talks to agriculture and homemeking
educators; it does not emerge from the "whither now" documents produced in their
conferences; it does not show up in many school classrooms, He says that in its
place is an aura of rote, almost a sainted credo, and that maybe there is being
enacted one of the perpetual tragedies of teacher education, the tragedy of lively
form congealing toward lifeless formallty under the pressure of past success and
present weariness,

The fact that Dr, Haskew would highlight teacher education programs in agri-
culture and homemaking as the Land-Grant institutions greatest contribution to
teacher education should cause all of us to take pride in a great accomplishment
and in a great contribution., However, the fact that his appraisal indicates, or
implies, that teacher education in agricultural education reached the -threshold
of greatness, then became weary, lost its cutting edge (its zip), and started a
slide toward mediocrity, should be of real concern to members of our profession.
It should bring forth a chellenge in each of us; should casuse us, individually
and collectively, to seek rather precise answers to questions such as these:

Why did we become weary? (Assuming that we did), why did we lose our crusading
spirit? Whet happened to keep our greatness from moving on with the times? Now,
I recognize fully well that it could be argued that our teacher education programs
are stronger today (or at least as strong) than they have ever been; that they
still display the signature of true art; that our cutting edge is still sharp;
that Dr, Haskew's appraisal is more provocative than factual, but for cur own pro-
fessional stlnulatlon why not assume that his appraisal, while a bit subJectlve,
contains certain elements of fact; that the appraisel is. intellectually honest and
stralghtforward ' .

Assuming then some validity to Dr. Haskew's appraisal, what happened?

I am sure there could be many theses developed as to what happened (if some-
thing happened). One thesis might be that we (as a profession) failed to keep
up with the timee. We failed to keep our programs moving forward with the socio-
economic trends and the needs of a changing economy, including a changing agri-
culture, State and National objectives and guides were developed in the late 20's
and éarly 30's which were quite in keeping with the needs of those days, but these
objectives (with minor changes) were still giving direction to the programs in the
" 50's and €0's,. During this period a revolution, attributed to science and technol-
0gy, wWaE constantly bringing about changes in our societal and economic structures.
We were either unaware of these changes, chose to ignore them, or failed to get
their full significance for agricultural education programs, This situation continued
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to & point where we were devoting too much of our time and energy to yesterday's
agriculture, Times changed and we failed to change with the times and thus for
a prief period (hlstorically speaking) we lost the opportunity for continued
greatness, Perhaps a lull in progress can be expected in the development of
tedcher education, Certainly there is the universal difficulty of maintaining
6 cptting edge on educational endeavors. But the purpose of -appraisel and
‘analysis is to locate difficulties and to chart direction -- to offer leads

to: strengthening programs, $So, on the basis of Dr, Haskew's appraisal, and
my-own beliefs asbout teacher education in agricultural education, I would like
to+discuss with you in a very brief way four things with which we in teacher
jeducatlon should concern ourselves in the development of future programs.,

1. We must show greater concern for change and the nature of change which
'~ 'is going on in the.world,

2. We must show greater concern for research with appropriate emphasis on
¥ ba51c research,

13. We must concern ourselves with new programs as well as the strengthen-
ing of existing programs.

k., We must concern ourselves with the competency and commitment of our
fpersonnel and institutions,

Concern for Change and the Nature of Change, The world is changing in a startling
fashion, and at emazing speed, and these changes are having and will continue to
hgve a tremendous impact on every facet of American life -- 1nclud1ng American
.education and American agriculture., And it is the speed of change that presents
us-with difficult and far reaching educational problems. Margaret Mead was
referrlng to. speed of change when she said: "No one dies any longer in the world
%o which he was born," The geometric progression of accomplishment in scientific
research and technology is the dominent feature of our lives, Unlike most of our
Apredecessors we will never have the opportunity to become fully adjusted to.the
world as we know it before we have thrust uron us new ideas, new methods, and new
pro&ucts which change our way of life again and again, We can now predict with -
a-falr degree of certainty, if we can avert a nuclear war, that the decade ahead
will bring a tremendous increase in the world's population, a continuation of
-gevére international political competition and conflict, a continuation of
internatlonal ecanomic competition, and a vigorous emphasis on public education
a8 '8 means of solving the problems emerging from these situations, The most
1mportant single problem facing all segments of agriculture -and agricultural
education is that of making reasonable adjustment to change, Many young people
of today will in their lifetime enter occupations not 1n existence today. This
has ‘real implications for the training of occupatlons -- it will become increas-
ingly difficult to train for occupations per se, So, it becones imperatlve that
péople in our profession understand change and concern themselves with it. Dealing
with change involves how to knowledge and how to knowledge is a specific responsi
bility of teacher educatlon.

Concern for Research. Research is so essential to the advancement of sound educa-
tional programs that it can no longer be neglected or given a minor role. We cannot
héve sound teaching programs unless these programs are based to on increa81ng degree
upon sound and comprehen51ve research, both as to methodoloav and sub1ect metter
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We have been saying this for a long time, but the void in ‘most of our instltutions
.in research effort directed toward solving’ agricultural education problems is a
black one., It stands out like a dark gray cat in a coal mine, We desperately
need to improve our research effort, and we need to direct some of our effort
tcward basic research, ‘

One can identify many areas in agrlcultural education where basic research
‘might uncover some new and far reaching ideas, An area that has been in my mind
for sometime is the competency approach to program development or course building.
.Basic research in this area might very well give us a scientific approach to
curriculum,development in the broad field of educationel pursuit, We all know -
that our present tools for building curricula are not very sharp or scientific,
Perhaps our newly esteblished Natlonal Center will be able to help us to get
mov1ng in this area,

Research is the vehicle which must carry education to genuine advancement,
and it must be research of a pioneering nature,

New Programs and the Strengthening of Existing Programs, We must meke a greater
‘effort toward providing the type and character of instruction which would largely
eliminate the factor of obsolescence in knowledge growing out of the rapidity of
‘technoiogical change, Perhaps outdated knowledge may be made less harmful by
placing more emphasis on education in the basic principles and less’ on skills and
practice; by placing emphasis on process as well as product; in keeping knowledge
up-to date by teachlng students to remain students throughout their lifetime,

X In our effort to strengthen ex13ting programs we need to give greater emphasis
to the science side of agriculture at all levels of instruction, We need to take

" '@ long hard look at the influence State and National contests, and the accompanying

awards, are having on our high school instructional programs, Do teachers select
‘instructional units for their courses because of their worth in helping all students
" develop needed abilities, or do they select units that will ensble a few selected
, }students to partlclpate 1n contests set up by the State and Netionel FFA organiza-
"tions under the ' guldance of adult advisers? There are people in our ranks who
believe (and not without supporting evidence) that the emphasis we have placed on
contests and awards in our FFA programs has served as a major deterrent to sound
program development in vocational agriculture, The teacher who spends 25 to 50
percent of his teaching time preparing for and entering contests will not be
‘engaged in teaching the kind of agrlculture that meets the needs of our time,
Furthermore, there is much evidence to indicate that winning FFA awards (State
jand Natlonal) will have little or no influence in keeping a local board of educe-
tion from eliminatlng vocational agrlculture from the curriculum of a school,

We need desperately to.strengthen and extend our post high school and adult
education programs, Agricultural educstion has pioneered in the field of adult
education but, for some reason, we have never been gble to exploit our opportunltles
in this field, Why have we not been able to move in this field? We need to know
the answer to this question because the need for this type of education is growing,
not diminishing., There is no way for people to remain productive in our economy
without continuous efforts in education. So, continued study is going to be a way
‘of life. The opportunities in the field of adult education are unlimited and
deserve from us a maximum effort, and this maximum effort should be in terms of

'actlon.
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We have heard a great deal in recent years sbout agri-business, about ad-
Justing our teaching to the educational needs of the total industry of agri-
culture rather than to farming alone to which our present programs are largely
oriented, We might best make thls adjustment, provide this instruction, by
teaming up with the people in distributive education in some type of coopera-
tive arrangement, These programs could be initially undertaken on a pllot or
- experimental basis. The research aspect of such progrems would not be neglected,
- These programs could call for preparing teachers who could serve effectively in
.rural and suburban communities in vocational agriculture and distributive edu-
cation, Distributive education has had a great deal of experience in distri-
bution, marketing and menagement and would be in & position to give invaluable help
in devel-plng instructlcnal trogrems in the agri-tisiness area of agriculture,

Cur teacher education departments have a great opportunity, and perhaps an
obligation, to contribute to the development of agricultural education in the so
called underdeveloped countries of the world, We have in the past given some
assistance to these countries but in terms of meeting their needs our help has
been a drop in the bucket, There is ocutstanding opportunity for service in thls
field but it will requlre real professional comritment, It will also involve
pioneering. . ‘

Competencv and Commitment of Cur Personnel and Institutions. Someone remarked
recently that none of us would like to have a sick child treated by the honor
man in the Harvard Medical School Class of 1940 if he had learned nothing since
then, I believe this statement holds some implications for the leadership in
egricultural education, We will not meke our meximum contribution to teacher
education unless we can have competent and committed personmnel working in all
phases of agricultural education -- teacher educators, administrators, and -
supervisors, and teachers, and we will not have competent personnel unless each
person in each of these groups continues to learn and to do this with sort of

a passion, The teacher educator will not be very effective in developing in
his students the attitude for continued study if he himself stops learning after
getting his appointment to a position in teacher education. ‘The supervisor who
does not continue to be a student as evidenced by advanced degrees, attendance
at state and national workshops, etc.,, will be in no position to help teachers
improve their instructional programs. He may be a positive deterrent to the
development of sound programs even though he puts in long hours and much effort.

- The task of improving agricultural education in this generation demands new
ventures, Cur leadershlp must be sufflciently ‘competent and committed to brlng
about the modification of laws, to solve problems of financial support, to brlng
about rassive changes in programs, to create new and improved images, Are.we in
teacher education meking inventive contributions to the emergence of this kind
of leadership? "Are we in teacher education committed to pushing up the norms,
pushing back the horizons, or are we committed to compliance, to pretty much
the status quo, to meeting certification regulations as esteblished by the State
Department of Education? The difference between commltment and compliance has
real implicatlonb for teacher education,

- In summary, I should like to say that I have never been so optimistic about
the future of vocational education in agrlculture, or sbout vocational education
generally, as I am tcday. I think that we are now in the process of regaining
that cutting edge which Dr, Haskew indicated we seemed to have lost momenterlly.
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I think the period of 1950 to 19€0 was sort of a crisis period in the historical
development of agricultural education, and that we are now emerging from this
crisis with opportunity that should challenge the best in all of us, I am
confident that teacher education in agriculture stands at the threshold of its
greatest recognition, encouragement, growth, and opportunity in history. I am
also confident that we will meke the best of this great opportunity -~ that our
commitment will be genuine, : ' .





