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Three components contributing to the program of vocatlonal
agriculture are laboratory and classroom Instruction, supervised
occupational experlence programs (SOEP's), and activities of the Future
Farmers of America (FFA), The latter, FFA actlvities, Is an Integral
part of programs of vocational agriculture (Johnson, 1980); they provlde
a vehicle for the development of leadership and personal competencles
necessary for occupatlonal success (Gartin, 1984), Leadership contests,
judging contests and |lvestock shows are three activitlies of the FFA
that have a high prlority In numerous Texas programs of vocational
agriculture,

There has been much controversy concerning these activities and
thelr relationship to vocattonal agriculture, They are criticlzed for
taking valuable time away from classroom work and for over-emphaslzing
the winning aspect., On the other hand, they are pralsed for their value
as Incentives and for motivating students to learn (Key, 1977), Many
people outside vocational agriculture view FFA actlvities as having
little value In the students! education or vocational preparation. In
Texas, the Select Committee on Public Education (1984) recommended that
students particlpating In "extracurricular® activities malntain a
passing grade In each school subject, The assumption of the committee
was that any benefit derived from particlpation In an actlvity was less
t+han the beneflt of belng In the classroom, or of studylng after class,

Debate over the role of "extracurricular" activities, Including FFA
activities In vocational agriculture, has not been resolved. The value
of these activitles has been established for members' leadershlip skills
and development (Ricketts & Newcomb, 1984; Townsend, 1981), But what Is
the value of these activities after the student has graduated? For
example, how does FFA involvement relate to one's vocation? Answers to
such questions are needed!

Purpose and Objectives

The purpose of this study was to examine the relatlionshlp between
participation In FFA activities and career cholce of program completers
in vocational agriculture, The following specific objectives were
tdentified to accomplish this purpose:

1. To determine the degree of student particlipation In FFA
activitlies by program completers of vocattonal agriculture,

2, To determine the employment status of program completers of
vocatlonal agriculture,
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3, To determine If student particlpation In FFA activities Is
related to career choice,

4, To compare career cholce of students who had participated in a
varlety of FFA actlvities to students who had a high degree of partici-
pation In one FFA activity,

Methodology

The Instrument used to collect data consisted of three sectlions:
personal and background charactertsitics, participation In FFA activi-
tles, and current occupational status, Herring's (1979) Instrument,
used to study occupatlonal success of vocational agriculture graduates,
served as a model for the development of the Instrument,

The population consisted of 1980 high school graduates who com-
pleted programs of vocatlonal agriculture In Texas (approximately 7,000
students), A cluster sampling technlque was used with the sample devel-
opment by randomly selecting 100 schools In Texas offering vocational
agriculture, Eighty-one vocatlonal agriculture Instructors responded to
a flrst or second request; they furnished 653 names and addresses of
.program completers In 1980, This number exceeded the 364 needed to sam-
ple accurately the population of 7,000 (Krejcie & Morgan, 1970),

The questlionnalres were sent to each of the 653 ldentifled sub-
Jects, A total of 165 subjects responded to the initlal malling of the
questionnalre, and 125 responded to a follow-up malling of the questlion-
nalre, Total response was 290 (44.,4%) with an additional flve subjects
Identifed as deceased, three were out of the country and 101 had unknown
addresses,

Two groups of respondents were dlchotomlized as early respondents
and late respondents, Research (Goldhor, 1972) has shown that late
respondents are simlilar to non-respondents; therefore, one way to esti-
mate the nature of the replles of non-respondents Is through late
respondents, A t-test analysls found no signiflicant difference (p<,05)
In the primary variables of Importance to thls study (e.g,, FFA offlices
held, judglng contest participation, leadership contest particlpation,
career cholce) between early and late respondents; the assumption was
made that there were no dlfferences among early respondents, late
respondents, and non-respondents, The results of this study were gener-
alized to the entire population of 1980 high school graduates In Texas
who had completed a local program of vocatlonal agriculture,

Results

A majority of respondents In the study were male (238, or 82,4%),
while 51, or 17,68, were female, as seen In Table 1, Prevlious follow=-up
studies of vocational agriculture graduates had found percentages of
females botween 2% and 3% (Herring, 1979; Johnson 1980),

Respondents were asked to Indicate thelr highest level of educa-
tlon, Data In Table 1 Indicate that 40,1% of the respondents graduated
from high school and recelved no further formal educatlion; 41,2%
attended college (<4 years); and 18,7% graduated from college,

Table 2 reflects the number of years of membershlp In the FFA,
highest degree of FFA membershlp, and number of FFA offices held by the
respondents, Over 61% Indlcated that they had been members of the FFA
for four years, The average number of years of membershlp was 3,7,
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Table 1

Sex and Educational Level of Respondents

Number
(N = 289) Percentage
Sex
Male 238 82,4
Female 51 17,6
Educational Level
High school graduate 116 40,1
College, no degree 119 41,2
College graduate 54 18,7

Table 2
Years of Membership in the FFA, Degrees Earned, and Offlces Held

Number
(N = 289) Percentage
Years of Membership
Two years or |less 30 10,5
Three years 50 17,4
Four years 177 61,6
Five years or more 30 10,5
FFA Degree
Greenhand 41 14,3
Chapter Farmer Degree 155 54,0
State Farmer Degree 79 27.5
American Farmer Degree 12 4,2
FFA Offlces
None 105 36,3
One 95 32,9
Two 49 17,0
Three or more 40 13.8

A majority of the respondents (54,0%) had recelved the Chapter
Farmer Degree as thelr highest FFA degree, An additlonal 27,5¢ had
earned the State Farmer Degree, and 4,2% had earned the FFA's highest
degree, the American Farmer Degree, FFA offlces were held by 63,7% of
the respondents with the mean belng 1,2 offlces,
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Subjects were asked to indicate the FFA judging and leadershlp con-
tests In which they had participated, the levels of particlpation, and
the number of years at each level (Table 3), A score of 1 was glven for
each year at each level of each contest, While this scoring seems to
equate local and state contests, it must be remembered that a student
must have particlpated at the local and district levels, for example, In
order to reach the state level, So, the scores are cumulative, From
this, total particlpation scores for FFA jJudging contests and for FFA
leadership contests were computed for each respondent, Two hundred
three respondents (70,2%) had participated In judging contests, The
mean score for Judglng contest participation was 4,72, One hundred
sixty-one (55,7%) had participated ¥In leadershlp contests, Seventy~one
respondents (24,6%) scored from 1 to 3, while 90 (31,1%) scored 4 or
more on leadership contest participatton, The average particlpation
score on leadership contests was 2,84,

Table 3

Particlpation Scores of Respondents 1in FFA Judging Contests, FFA
Leadershlp Contests and Llivestock Shows and Falrs

Number

Particlpation Scores (N = 289) Percentage

Judging Contests
0 86 29,8
1-5 107 37,0
6~10 52 18,0
11 or more 44 15,2
Mean = 4,72 S.D, = 5,74

Leadership Contests
0 128 44,3
1-3 n 24,6
4-6 46 15,9
7-9 25 8,6
10 or more 19 6,6
Mean = 2,84 S.De = 3,92

Livestock Shows and Falrs
0 54 18,7
1=5 90 31,1
6-10 85 29,4
11-15 30 10.4
16 or more 30 10,4

Mean = 7,06 SeDee = 7,95
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Respondents were provided a listing of the major |lvestock shows
and falrs In Texas and space to Indicate the number of years In which
they had participated at each local, county and reglonal show, A score
of 1 was glven for each year of partictpation at each different I|lve-
stock show or falr, Agaln, ellmination at local levels causes students
who particlipated at higher levels to have higher scores Inherently, (In
order to participate and score 1 at the state level, a student must have
particlpated and scored 1 at the local level,) Only 18,7% had not
particlpated in some llvestock show or falr, whlle the mean score was
7,06 for llvestock shows or falrs, Table 3 provides the dlstribution of
scores for Jjudging contests, leadership contests and )ivestock shows and
fairs,

Participation In other FFA acttvities (e,g,, Natlonal FFA Conven-
t+lon, Food for Amerlica Program, FFA banquets) by respondents lIs reported
in Table 4, Only 15.9% of the respondents had not particlpated in one
of the |lsted activities, while 45,78 had particlpated In three or
more, The mean participation level of all respondents was 2,66 activi-
tles,

Table 4

Other FFA Activitles Particlpated in and FFA Awards Recelved by Respond-
ents

Number

Activitles/Awards (N = 289) Percentage

Actlvities
None 46 15,9
One 60 20,8
Two 51 17,6
Three 38 13,1
Four 41 14,2
Flve 23 8,0
Six 15 5.2
Seven or more 15 5.2
Mean = 2,66 S.D. = 2,19

Awards
None 147 50,9
One or Two 80 27,7
Three or More 62 21,4

Mean = 1,17 S.D. = 0,79

One-half of the respondents tIndicated that they had not recelved
any FFA award, One or two FFA awards had been recelived by 27,7¢ of the
respondents, and about one-fifth had recelved three or more awards
(Table 4), A score for "other FFA activities and awards" was calculated
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by summing the number of activities and number of awards for each
respondent,

The current occupational status of those responding to the survey
Is reported In Table 5, The largest single group was the non-agricul-
tural occupations with 150 Indlviduals or 51,98, It should be noted
that while agricultural occupations In the table are categorized, no
attempt was made to categorlize non-agricuitural occupations, The
largest agricultural category, totaling 29 (10,0%), was agricultural
related occupations, Twelve respondents (4,2%) were employed In profes~
slonal agricultural occupatlons (e,q,, vocatlonal agriculture Instruc-
tors, county agents), Respondents attending college totalled 53
(18,3%), with some of these having reported employment In other occupa-
tlons as well, Only three respondents (1,04) reported being unemployed,

Table 5

Current Occupational Status of Respondents

Number
Occupational Categorles (N = 289) Percentage
Full-time farmer or rancher 19 6.6
Farm or ranch employee 25 8,7
Agri-buslness self-employed 6 2,1
Agri-business employee 16 5.5
Professlional agrlcultural employee 12 4,2
Agricultural related occupation 29 10,0
Non-agricultural occupation 150 51,9
Homemaker 12 4,2
Ml | 1tary 1 0,3
Attending college 53 18,3
Unemployed 3 1.0
Part-time farmer or rancher 56 19.4

Note, Numbers and percentages exceed the total sample slince some
respondents reported more than one occupatton,

Table 6 displays the relationships concerning participation In FFA
actlvities wlth career cholce (1l,e,, agricuitural and non-agricui-
tural), Polnt blserial correlation coefficlents were calculated to des-
¢ribe the relatlonships between the varlables, Statistically signifi-
cant relatlonshlips were revealed between each actlivity score and career
cholce, with the exception of participation In leadership contests, In
all instances, Individuals In agricultural careers had a higher partici-
patlon score In the FFA actlivity than did individuals In non-agricul-
tural careers, Correlation coefflclents of significance (alpha of ,05
established a priori) ranged from ,11 for participation In |lvestock
shows and falrs to ,20 for partlclpatton In other FFA activitlies and
awards, Though the varlables have a low assoclation, the actlvitles/
participation occurred from flve to ntne years prior to the indication
of occupational status, In other words, the Influence of history (5 to
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9 years) did not destroy the detection of statlistically signlficant
relatlonships between FFA participation and career cholce,

Table 6

Point Blserial Correlation Coeffictents Relating Career Choice (Agricul-
tural vs, Non-Agricultural) to FFA Participation Factors

FFA Correlation
Participation Coefficlent Mean Mean
Factor Career Cholce (Agricultural) (Non-Agricultural)
Years 1n FFA o 12% 3,79 3,60
FFA Offlcer . 14% 1,36 0.98
Judgling Contest
Particlipation . 12% 5.20 3,81
Leadership Contest
Particlipation .09 3,19 2,47
Stock Show and Falr
Particlipation 1% 7.69 5.99
Other FFA Activities
and FFA Awards o 20%% 3,86 2,78
Total FFA
Particlpation? o 16%% 25,09 19,63

8Total FFA Particlpation was a summation of scores of Indlvidual factors
as shown above,

*p<,05, *¥*p<,01,

Objectlive 4 was concerned wlth comparing career cholce of respond-
ents who had participated In all FFA activitlies wilth respondents who had
a high degree of participation In one FFA actlvity, A table was con-
structed and phl calculated to determine assoclation of type of partici-
pation with career choice, Data In Table 7 Indicate that students par-
ticlpating to some degree in all FFA activitlies were more |lkely to
enter agricultural occupations than students with a high degree of par-
ticipation In one FFA actlivity (phl = 0,19, p<,01),

Conctusions
from an analysis of the data collected and presented, concluslons
have been drawn about program completers of vocatlional agriculture tn
Texas:
1. The number of females completing programs of vocatlonal agri-
culture In 1980 had Increased more than five fold from five years previ-
ous to a total percentage of nearly 18%,

2, Approximately 60% of program completers received some type of
post secondary educatlon,
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Table 7

Career Cholcé Based on Particlpation In All FFA Actlvitles Compared to a
High Degree of Participation In One FFA Activity

FFA Participation
Some Partlicipation High Participation

All Actlivitles One Activity Al) Cases

Occupation No. % No, 3 No, &
Agricultural 42 66,7 44 47,3 86 55,1
Non-Agricultural 21 33.3 49 52,7 70 44,9

Note, Phl = 0,19 (p<,01)

3, Program completers of vocational agriculture had a high employ-
ment rate; only 1% were unemployed,

4, Program completers of vocatlonal agriculture who had high par-
ticipation in FFA activitles were more llkely to enter agricultural
occupations than those who had low levels of participation,

5, Program completers who participated In a balanced program of
FFA activities tended to enter agricultural occupations at a slignifi-
cantly higher rate than those who had htgh particlpation in one activ-
1ty,

Recommendatlons

1. |Improvements have been made In the percentage of female stu-
dents completing programs of vocational agriculture; however, this per-
centage does not approach the percentage of females completing high
school, So, efforts should contlnue to ¥nvolve females In the program,

2, Vocatlonal agriculture teachers, school counselors and school
administrators should be Informed of the Increasing number of program
completers attending post secondary institutlons, In additlon, the cur-
ricular offerings In vocatlonal agriculture need to respond to thils
trend,

3. With rate of unempioyment I’n the general work force at 7%, the
low rate of unemployment of participants In thls study (1%) Is espe~
clally noteworthy, Thls finding needs to be publiclzed to educators,
educatlional po!lcy-makers and the generai public,

4, Because employment In agricultural occupations Is a goal of
vocatlonal agriculture, high levels of participation In FFA activitles
should be encouraged,

S, Agricultural educators should promote the Idea of the Impor-
tance of a well rounded, balanced program of FFA actlvitles,
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6, An effort should be made to promote the phllosophy that FFA
activitles are not just another "extracurricular" actlivity, but a vital,
integral part of the program of vocattonal agriculture,

The following suggestlons are made for further research:
1. Replication of thls study in other states or natlonally,

2, The effect of FFA actlivittes should be compared with the effect
of other activitles and programs,

3, Research on the relatlonships of career cholce and Job satis~
factlon of program completers of vocatlonal agriculture,
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