SUTHERLAND CITED FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE

Clodus R. Cmith, University of Maryland,
Chairman, AATFA Distinguished Service
Avoerd Zelection Ccumittec

Professor Sidney Sutherland was named the recipient of the Distin-
& . guished Service Award at the annual meeting of the American Association
of Teacher Educators in Agriculture on December 6, 1963, at Atlantic
¢ity. Professor Sutherlond has given nmore than forty years of service
in agricultural education.

- Reginning in 1922 as a teacher of vocatioral agriculture in ESouth
. Pakota, Professor Suthcrlard has gained experience in all phases ol
agricultural educaticn. After receiving a Master of Science degree
from Iowa State College in 1928, he joined the agircultural education
» - staff at Montana State College and served first in agricultural engineer-
i ing and later as professor and head of agricultural education. In 1931 he
% pecame a supervisor on the California Bureau of Agricultural Education
staff with headquarters in San Iuis Obisro. The following year he tecame
" ‘'a staff member of the University of California, Davis, and since that
- ¢ime bhas served there as director of teacher training in agricultural
_education. During this period, he has had a joint approintment with
the State Department of Education and the University of California.

In 1945 he was instrumental in starting teacher education in
homemaking on the Davis campus, and later started programs of teacher
" . education for both elementary and secondary schcol teachers. These
programs are characterized by the high standards and quality which he
developed in the program for the preparation of teachers of agriculture.

5 The Distinguished Service Award candidates for 1663 were selected
%" on the basis of their contribution in the following areas:

1. Excellence in teaching undergraduute or graduate students
or both.

2. Significant reccarch in the field of agricultural
education and general education.

'3. Scholarly writing pertaining to the field of cducation,

L, Service to agricultural education and the total field of
education.

~ Following is 2 briefl resume of Professor Sutherland's activities,
presented by his colleagues to suprort the statement that he is a
master teacher, a forceful leader, a talented writer, and a competent

researcher.

Excellence in Teaching

In 1932 Professor Sutherland initiated the cadet program of teacher
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educaticn in agriculture on the camruc of the University of Colifernia,
Pavis. This progrum is still ir om ration in much the same form as origin-
ally conceived. In the past 31 yeurs, 527 men have ccmpleted this program
and have received credentials as teackers of vocational agriculture.

The high tenure of these teachers speaks for the quality of this program
of preparation; 45 per cent of this group are still in teaching and less
than 5 per cent are in non-agricultural positions; the others are in
college or university teaching, school administration, state supervisory
rositions, or in related agriculture.

Professor Sutherland is recognized locally and in the states and
nation as a master teacher. Evidence of his ability as a teacher is
his ropularity as a discussion leader and conference director. During
the rast ten years, there has been hardly a month that he has not Airected
at least one conference or led a discussion group or talked before a Lro-
fessional or service group. He receives these invitations because he is
recognized as an outstanding speaker, leader and educator. For example,
early in September, 1962, he was invited by the Agricultural and Mechanical
College of Texas to direct a leadership workshop for student tody officers
of 6 large colleges and universities in Texas. In October of that year,
he led a 2~-day workshop for a group of 20 teachers who are developing
experimental programs in the teaching of biological principles in vocaticnal
"agriculture, 1In the following December, he conducted a workshop at
‘Columbus, Ohio for teachers developing similar programs in vocational agri-
culture. In May, 1C63, he conducted a workshop for staff members of Oregon
State University on using the principle approach to the teaching of agri-
culture, In addition, he played a key role in directing the annual
planning conference for the Culifornia Bureau of Agricultural Fducation.
He is on the program for the Annual California Agricultural Teachers
Conference at San Luis Obispo, California.

Research

In addition to being Chairman of the Department of Agricultural
Education at the University of California, Frcfessor Sutherland has
conducted imaginative research, centering primarily on the improve-
ment of vocational agriculture. He was one of the first leaders in
the country to study the training requirements of workers in agricul-
tural business. His initial study, completed in 1957, has gained
nationwide attenticn and has served as a model for muny communities
and states interested in this problem. In 1S60 he started a challeng~
ing study to identify the biological principles related to agriculture
and to find how these could be incorperated into courses of high
school vocaticnal agriculture. This study has had liberal suppert
from the Nationol Defense Fducation Act funds. He is now in the
second year of field experimentation with pilot programs in 16
high schecols. Preliminary results are most promising. This stuiy
has likewise generated nationwide interest. It promises to make
- the greatest contribution to the upgrading of instruction in voca-
tional agriculture that has been accomplished in the rast decade.

Writings

Professor Sutherland has made a mwajor contribution to his TYC-
fession through his writing. One of his books, When You Preside,
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+ has become a classic in the field. It is used as a textbook in many colleges,
 and is also used extensively by members of the Agricultural Extension fervice,
service clubs, church groups, fraternal organizations, and many others. His

~ manual on Biological Principles in Agriculture, is a "first” in its field.

. It promises to have a very strong influence on upgrading the scientific

~ aspect of the course content in vocational agriculture. In addition to

“ articles in professional journals and magazines, he is the author of sev-

" eral bulletins and pamphlets.

Service Rendered

s

: The record of service of Professor Sutherland is likewise out-
" standing. A listing of committees and other activities on which he
has served is an inadequate measure of his contribution to the pro-
fession. The services rendered by Professor Sutherland number in
the dozens and cover a wide range of activities. The wise counsel
and inspiration he gives his students arnd co-workers, added to his
formal service, are characteristics that make Professor Sutherland
" dear to his students and "father” to them all,
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