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BAYER TO BASE GLOBAL FOOTWEAR
COMPETENCE CENTER IN SHANGHAI

Leverkusen/Shanghai - In December, 2006, Bayer MaterialScience announced it has established its Global Footwear Competence
Center (GFCC) in Shanghai, China, where it will spearhead the development of advanced materials and provide technical support to
the global footwear industry.

Peter Vanacker, Head of the Polyurethanes Business Unit of Bayer MaterialScience, explained that this decision reflects the
importance of China as a global footwear production powerhouse, and Bayer's commitment to provide expert and customized
technical support close to its customers.

“China accounts for more than 60 percent of global footwear production. In 2005, more than 7 billion pairs of shoes were made in
China, which is more than one pair of shoes for every person on the planet,” Vanacker said. “In addition, the footwear industry has
to be very closely aligned with changing fashion and lifestyle requirements. This requires very short development and response times,
and, therefore, we see the need to be located close to both our customers and the market.”

The GFCC will function as a technical backbone for BaySystems - Bayer's global polyurethanes systems house network. Through the
GFCC, the BaySystems Footwear Business Development teams from around the world will be able to leverage on cutting edge
polyurethane systems and processing technology to serve its global and local customers. The GFCC will focus on the development of
new innovative technologies and advanced materials, as well as the continuous improvement of existing technologies.

The GFCC is situated within Bayer MaterialScience's Polymer Research and Development Center located at the Jingiao Industrial
Processing Zone in Shanghai. It is equipped with the most advanced footwear-related facilities. These include injection-molding
machines for both polyurethane and thermoplastic polyurethane applications, casting machines as well as a pre-polymer and polyol
formulation pilot plant.

The GFCC expands on existing capabilities instituted at the company's global headquarters in Germany. “Here in Shanghai, we will
continue to build on Bayer MaterialScience's existing expertise in polyurethane systems for footwear applications, and at the same
time further push technology and material development,” said Roy Lin, Head of Business Development for BaySystems Molded Parts
& Elastomers, and Automotive Systems. “As part of our efforts to consistently be at the forefront of development, we will continue
to invest in state-of-the-art instruments at the GFCC in Shanghai,” Lin revealed.

With 2005 sales of 10.7 billion euros, Bayer MaterialScience AG is among the world's largest polymer companies. Business activities
are focused on the manufacture of high-tech polymer materials and the development of innovative solutions for products used in
many areas of daily life. The main segments served are the automotive, electrical and electronics, construction and the sports and
leisure industries. At the end of 2005, Bayer MaterialScience has employed approximately 18,800 people at 40 production sites
around the globe. Bayer MaterialScience is a Bayer Group company.

More news and information about products, applications and services of Bayer MaterialScience can be found at www.bayerbms.com.
Further company facts and figures are outlined at www.facts.bayerbms.com.

ALCA PRress RELEASE — MARCH 1, 2007

Now Accepting Registrations for the XXIX Congress of the International Union of Leather Technologists and Chemists Societies
(IULTCS) Congress / 103rd Annual Meeting of the American Leather Chemists Association (ALCA) to convene on June 20-24,
2007, at the JW Marriott Hotel in Washington, D.C., USA.

The event will feature the Heidemann Lecture by Dr. Lorenz Siggel and the Wilson Lecture by Mr. Richard Daniels in addition to
more than 100 oral presentations and visual displays. Enjoy an evening with ‘George Washington at the historic Willard Hotel as
well as the traditional ALCA golf outing to Westfields Golf Club. Complete details and registration forms are available at
www.leatherchemists.org.
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