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ELLIE BROWN AND GUENTER REICH
WiN 2013 ITULTCS MERIT AWARD

IULTCS, 22 October 2012: The biennial announcement of
the IULTCS Merit Award has become a much anticipated
event. This Award recognizes significant contribution to the
global leather industry by the world’s leading scientists and is
a celebration of excellence.

At the recent IULTCS Executive Committee meeting in Paris
voting was tied between two outstanding and very deserving
candidates and so the unprecedented decision was taken to
present two Merit Awards during the Global Congress in
Istanbul next May. The joint winners are: Dr. Eleanor Brown
of the USDA Eastern Regional Research Institute in the USA,
and Prof. Guenter Reich, recently retired from the FILK
Institute in Germany. President Dr. Volkan Candar and the
IULTCS Executive Committee extend their whole-hearted
congratulations to both deserving recipients. Through their
life’s work, both Dr. Brown and Prof. Reich have exemplified
the very purpose for which the IULTCS was founded more
than a century ago; that is to encourage the technology,
chemistry and science of leather on a worldwide basis.

Dr. Eleanor (Ellie) Brown is Lead Scientist at the Eastern
Regional Research Center of the United States Department of
Agriculture (ERRC, ARS, USDA). Since 1971, she has studied
protein structure and investigated the relationships between
structure and biological or technological function. From 1990
Dr Brown has been leading projects designed to reduce the
environmental impact of leather production and has helped
develop a basis for understanding the mechanisms of tanning
using molecular modelling.

Dr. Brown has collaborated with researchers in the USA and
worldwide to study collagen structure and its function in
tanning. She has worked on developing value added products
from tannery waste. Her reputation draws scientists from
around the world come to her laboratory and work on the

-

Recipients of the 2013 IULTCS Merit Award for Excellence in the
Leather Industry, Dr. Eleanor Brown of USA and Prof. Guenter Reich
of Germany.

biochemical fundamentals of tanning. Dr. Brown is an active
member of the ALCA and a member of the Editorial Board of
the JALCA leather journal.

Prof. Guenter Reich was had a distinguished 37 year career
at the German Leather Institute in Freiberg (known today as
FILK), and for the last 26 years he was head of the Institute.
He has published many scientific papers on leather and
collagen and started the successful Freiberg Collagen
Symposium. Through his career he has submitted more than
50 patents.

Following his retirement in 1993, Prof. Reich has continued to
be very active in the leather industry. He continues to publish
regularly on leather topics and is a scientific reviewer for
German leather journals. He is a valued consultant on leather
and collagen, and his skills are especially appreciated by many
young researchers because of his ability to communicate clearly
on complex concepts and to pass on his extensive knowledge.
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CALL FOR PAPERS
For THE 109TH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
AMERICAN LEATHER CHEMISTS ASSOCIATION

Pinehurst Resort Village at Pinehurst, NC
June 20-23, 2013

If you have recently completed or will shortly be completing
research studies relevant to hide preservation, hide and leather
defects, leather manufacturing technology, new product
development, tannery equipment development, leather
properties and specifications, tannery environmental
management, or other related subjects, you are encouraged to
present the results of this research at the next annual
convention of the Association to be held at the Pinehurst
Resort Village at Pinehurst, NC, June 20-23, 2013.

Abstracts are preferred via e-mail and must be submitted by
January 31, 2013 to the Chair of the Technical Program:

Steve Lange, Vice-President
GST AutoLeather, Inc
31601 Industrial Road
Livonia, MI 48150

E-mail: steve.lange@gstautoleather.com

Each abstract should begin with the title in capital letters,
followed by the authors’ names. An asterisk should denote the

name of the speaker, and contact information should be
provided that includes an e-mail address. The abstract should
be no longer than 300 English words, and in the Microsoft
Word format. Manuscripts based on the presentation, in
publication-ready form, are to be sent to the editor in
electronic format as an e-mail attachment by May 15, 2013
(for details refer to our Publication Policy on our website:
leatherchemists.org):

Robert F. White, Journal Editor

c¢/o The American Leather Chemists Association
1314 50t Street, Suite 103

Lubbock, TX 79412-2940, USA

E-mail: jalcaeditor@prodigy.net

Mobile Phone (616) 540-2469

Presentations at the convention will be limited to 25 minutes.
In accordance with the Association Bylaws, papers covering
such presentations are to be submitted to the Journal of the
American Leather Chemists Association for publication
consideration. Those papers are not to be published elsewhere,
other than in abstract form, without permission of the Journal
Editor, Robert F. White.
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Few people realize that Leather Making is the world’s oldest manufacturing
process, thus the world’s oldest industry. Tanning—the process of converting
hides and skins into leather—is also the world’s first science.

Also, because of the pure craftsmanship involved, tanning may well
be the world’s first art form.
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