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Huayong Zhang obtained a master’s degree in chemical
technology from Shandong University in July 2006. He
currently is doing a doctorate in leather chemistry and
engineering at Jiangnan University, China.

Yongmei Xia obtained a doctor’s degree in biological
engineering from Jiangnan University in December 2000 and
currently is a professor of Jiangnan University, China.

Lei Shi obtained a doctor’s degree in inorganic synthesis and
preparation from Jilin University in July 2005, and currently
is the associate professor of Shandong Polytechnic University,
China.

Tianduo Li obtained a doctor’s degree in Leather Chemistry
fom Sichuan University in July 1999 and currently is the
professor of Jiangnan University and Shandong Polytechnic
University, China.

Eleanor M. Brown, see JALCA 93, 328, 1998
Renee J. Latona, see JALCA 100, 396, 2005
Maryann M. Taylor, see JALCA 93, 328, 1998

Andrew G. Gehring received a B.S. degree in Chemistry
from the University of Delaware where he did physical
biochemical studies on gamma irradiation of DNA. Andy then
earned a Ph.D. in Chemistry/Biochemistry from San Diego
State University and the University of California, San Diego
where, as an Arne Wick predoctoral Research Fellow, he
conducted research in the areas of developmental biology,
protein chemistry, and bioanalytical chemistry. He joined the
ERRC in 1994 as a T.W. Edminster Postdoctoral Research
Associate working on the development of rapid, biosensor-
based methods for the detection of pathogenic bacteria in
foods. He later obtained a position with the USDA’s Hides,
Lipids and Wool Research Unit as a Research Chemist and
worked on the modification of wet-end tanning processes
including rapid, oxidative, and enzymatic unhairing methods.
He is currently a Lead Scientist in the Molecular
Characterization of Foodborne Pathogens Research Unit at
ERRGC; his group currently investigates development of rapid
detection and typing methods for foodborne pathogens. He is
an adjunct Asst. Professor with the Food Science Department
at Purdue University.

Joana Lalueza is a chemist from the University of Barcelona
1989. Her research interest cover environmental issues,
specifically fungi for wastewater. She is lecturer at the

Igualada College of Industrial Engineering -“Leather
Technology School” (Universitat Politecnica de Catalunya-
UPC, Spain).

Rita Puig is a chemical engineer with a PhD on organic
chemistry from the Institut Quimic de Sarria ,Barcelona,
Spain (1993). Her research interests cover environmental
issues, specifically Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) and
Industrial Ecology (IE). She has been Director of the Igualada
College of Industrial Engineering — “Leather Technology
School” (Universitat Politécnica de Catalunya-UPC, Spain)
from 2004 to 2010. She is presently lecturer at this university.

Antoni Rius is a chemist with a PhD in chemistry from the
Universitat Rovira i Virgili. He is lecturer of the Igualada
College of Industrial Engineering — “Leather Technology
School” (Universitat Politécnica de Catalunya-UPC, Spain).
His research interest covers environmental issues.

Elena Marti is a Technical Chemical Engineer and Industrial
Management Engineer from UPC (Universitat Politécnica de
Catalunya). She has worked in the leather industry for fifteen
years; currently is lecturer of the Igualada College of Industrial
Engineering. Her research interests cover environmental
issues, specifically in wastewater treatment with extremophil
microorganisms.

Joan Francesc Marti is a chemist from the University of
Barcelona (1982) with a MSc in management and
environmental audits from the Universidad de Las Palmas de
Gran Canaria (2004). He is lecturer of the Igualada College of
Industrial Engineering — “Leather Technology School”
(Universitat Politecnica de Catalunya-UPC, Spain). His
research interest covers environmental issues, specifically in
wastewater treatment.

Nuria Rodriguez is a research technician from the
Extremophiles Laboratory at the Centro de Astrobiologia. She
has been working in the microbial diversity characterization
of extreme environments for more than twenty years. She has
an extended experience in the physiology of acidic fungi.

Ricardo Amils is a full professor of microbiology at the
Universidad Auténoma de Madrid, a member of the Centro de
Biologia Molecular Severo Ochoa in which he is directing the
Applied Microbiology Unit and a member of the Centro de
Astrobiologia in which he is responsible of the Extremophiles
Laboratory and director of the Department of Planetology and
Habitability. He has an extended experience in the ecology
and molecular biology of extremophiles.
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LI Oll¢, see JALCA 97, 57,2002

C. Casas graduated in Industrial Engineering Chemical at the
Universitat Politécnica de Catalunya, Spain, in 1986. She
received the Master in Tanning Technical Management from
the Universitat Politecnica de Catalunya in 2012. From 1986 to
1988 she worked in the Engineering Department at Majosa in
Prat de Llobregat, Spain, and from 1988 to 2008 was quality
manager at Hisitex in Igualada, Spain. Since 2009 she has
being working as a Researcher and Project manager; first at

AIICA and currently at A3 Chair in Leather Innovation from
the Igualada Engineering School (Universitat Politecnica de
Catalunya). She is mainly involved in the development of
R&D projects at the National and European level.

Jorge Diaz, see JALCA 108, 401, 2013

Silvia Sorolla, see JALCA 105, 383, 2010

Anna Bacardit, see JALCA 101, 284, 2006
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CALL FOR PAPERS
FOR THE 110TH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
AMERICAN LEATHER CHEMISTS ASSOCIATION

GIDEON PUuTNAM RESORT, SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY
June 18-20, 2014

If you have recently completed or will shortly be completing
research studies relevant to hide preservation, hide and leather
defects, leather manufacturing technology, new product
development, tannery equipment development, leather
properties and specifications, tannery environmental
management, or other related subjects, you are encouraged to
present the results of this research at the next annual
convention of the Association to be held at the Gideon Putnam
Resort, Saratoga Springs, NY, June 18-20, 2014.

Abstracts are due by April 1, 2014.
Full Presentations are due by June 1, 2014.

They are to be submitted by e-mail to the ALCA
Vice-President and Chair of the Technical Program:

Sarah Drayna,

LAXNESS Corporation

6150 S. Conservancy Dr.

New Berlin, WI 53151

E-mail: sarah.drayna@lanxess.com

The Abstract should begin with the title in capital letters,
followed by the authors’ names. An asterisk should denote the
name of the speaker, and contact information should be
provided that includes an e-mail address. The abstract should
be no longer than 300 English words, and in the Microsoft
Word format.

Full Presentations at the convention will be limited to 25
minutes. In accordance with the Association Bylaws, all
presentations are considered for publication by The Journal of
the American Leather Chemists Association. They are not to
be published elsewhere, other than in abstract form, without
permission of the Journal Editor. For further paper preparation
guidelines please refer to the JALCA Publication Policy on our
website: leatherchemists.org.

Robert F. White, Journal Editor

The American Leather Chemists Association
1314 50t Street, Suite 103

Lubbock, TX 79412-2940, USA

E-mail: jalcaeditor@prodigy.net

Mobile Phone (616) 540-2469

JALCA, VOL. 109, 2014



Few people realize that Leather Making is the world’s oldest manufacturing
process, thus the world’s oldest industry. Tanning—the process of converting
hides and skins into leather—is also the world’s first science.

Also, because of the pure craftsmanship involved, tanning may well
be the world’s first art form.
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