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Life Lines

Jochen Ammenn obtained his Ph.D. in chemistry in 1995 at 
the university of Goettingen with an emphasis in organic 
synthesis. After 3 positions in Medicinal Chemistry in 
Switzerland, Germany and the United States he joined BASF 
in 2009. After several years in the development of syntans he 
recently changed into in the automotive leather group. 

Corrina Huebsch started her career at BASF in 1990 with an 
apprenticeship as lab technician. She joined the leather group 
of BASF 1995 and has been involved in most wet-end 
developments since then and recently took over quality 
assurance responsibilities. 

Emil Schilling joined BASF in 1976 as an apprentice for lab 
technician and worked for many years in the polyolefin unit. 
He changed to the leather group of BASF 2004, joined the 
wet-end team in 2007 and carried out developments for 
waterproofing agents and syntans.

Bernd Dannheim joined the leather group of BASF 1983 as 
an apprentice for lab technician. He spent most of this time in 
the development and application of dyes. Recently, he took 
over the responsibility of the analytical lab in the automotive 
leather group in Ludwigshafen. 

Katie H. Sizeland, see JALCA 110(3), 94 2015.

Geoffrey Holmes is a leather technologist who obtained his 
Degree in Applied Science from Kingston University in 1986 
and HND in Leather Technology from Northampton 
Leathersellers’ Centre, UK, in 1989. He has over 26 years 
experience in the leather industry in various production and 
technical roles, with the last 10 years involved in research at 
the New Zealand Leather and Shoe Research Association. He 
is the current LASRA Director. 

Richard L. Edmonds, see JALCA 110(3), 94 2015. 

Nigel Kirby, see JALCA 110(3), 94 2015. 

Adrian Hawley, see JALCA 110(3), 94 2015. 

Stephen Mudie, see JALCA 110(3), 94 2015. 

Richard G. Haverkamp, see JALCA 110(3), 94 2015. 

Wei Ding received his M.Sc. degree in Leather Chemistry and 
Engineering at Sichuan University in 2013. Now he is 
undertaking his PhD research at Sichuan University. His 
research focuses on clean technology for fur manufacture.

Yihan Cheng is an undergraduate student at Sichuan 
University and majors in chemical engineering in light 
industry.

Ya-nan Wang, see JALCA 109, 170, 2014

Bi Shi, see JALCA 99, 220, 2004

M. Sathish has completed M.Tech Leather Technology at 
Anna University, Chennai, India. At present pursing Ph.D in 
Leather Technology under the guidance of Dr. J. Raghava Rao 
at Chemical Laboratory, Central Leather Research Institute, 
Chennai

Z. Mohammad Jamal Azhar has completed B.Tech Leather 
Technology (part-time) at Anna University, Chennai. At 
present he is working as Project Assistant at Chemical 
Laboratory, Central Leather Research Institute, Chennai.

N. Nishad Fathima, see JALCA 98, 263, 2003

J. Raghava Rao, see JALCA 93, 156, 1998
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If you have recently completed or will shortly be completing 
research studies relevant to hide preservation, hide and leather 
defects, leather manufacturing technology, new product 
development, tannery equipment development, leather 
properties and specifications, tannery environmental 
management, or other related subjects, you are encouraged to 
present the results of this research at the next annual convention 
of the Association to be held at the Oglebay Resort, Wheeling, 
West Virginia, June 12-25, 2016

Abstracts must be received by April 30, 2016. 
Full Presentations are due by June 1, 2016.

They are to be submitted by e-mail to the ALCA  
Vice-President and Chair of the Technical Program:

David Peters 
DLP Advisors 
Phone: +1 240 490 9007 
E-mail: DLPeters99@gmail.com

The Abstract should begin with the title in capital letters, followed 
by the authors’ names. An asterisk should denote the name of the 
speaker, and contact information should be provided that includes 
an e-mail address. The abstract should be no longer than 300 
English words, and in the Microsoft Word format.

Full Presentations at the convention will be limited to  
25 minutes. In accordance with the Association Bylaws, all 
presentations are considered for publication by The Journal of 
the American Leather Chemists Association. They are not to 
be published elsewhere, other than in abstract form, without 
permission of the Journal Editor. For further paper preparation 
guidelines please refer to the JALCA Publication Policy on  
our website: leatherchemists.org 

They are to be submitted by e-mail to the JALCA editor:

Robert F. White, 
Journal Editor
The American Leather Chemists Association 
E-mail: jalcaeditor@prodigy.net 
Mobile Phone (616) 540-2469

9.17.15

Call For Papers
for the 112th Annual Meeting of the

American Leather Chemists Association
Oglebay Resort, Wheeling, West Virginia 

JUNE 22-25, 2016
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Following significant interest in the 2015 grant for research, 
the IULTCS Executive Committee is pleased to announce it is 
now accepting proposals for the 2016 Young Leather Research 
Grant (YLSG). 

The first grant totaling €1,000 was awarded in January 2015 
to Dr. Yunhang Zeng from Sichuan University with her 
research proposal to study the mechanism of enzyme action in 
beamhouse processing. Enzyme assisted processing is an area 
of much interest around the world and supports the IULTCS 
goal of a more sustainable leather process. This work is now 
underway, thanks in part to assistance from the IULTCS. The 
IUR wants to build on this success and the interest shown in 
the first grant.

The YLSG specifically seeks to encourage young scientists – 
under the age of 30 - and research topics that will advance our 
scientific understanding of leather manufacturing. The award 
is administered by the International Union Research 
Commission (IUR) and is for a research project to be 
conducted at a recognized institution. Dr. Zugno, chair of the 
IUR, expressed satisfaction with the submissions for the 2015 
grant, both in the number and quality of proposals. “As the 
YLSG becomes better known we look forward to even greater 

interest from students and researchers around the world. To 
have one’s research recognized as worthy of support by an 
international body such as the IULTCS should provide 
incentive beyond the monetary value of the grant”, he stated. 

Details of eligibility requirements, application procedure, 
and necessary documentation are available on the IULTCS 
website (www.iultcs.org) under the Research-IUR link and 
on the new IULTCS Facebook page. Potential applicants 
need to pay special attention to the submission deadline of 
27 November, 2015.

The IULTCS encourages leaders in the industry to bring 
notice of the award to any institutions and individuals who are 
committed to research and the advancement of understanding 
of leather.

## End News Release ##

For Editorial Information:	   
Elton Hurlow  
Email: elhurlow@buckman.com  
Tel: +1 901 272 6689

News Release from the IULTCS
8 September, 2015

Young Leather Scientist Grant 
Leather Research Award for 2016 
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Few people realize that Leather Making is the world’s oldest manufacturing
process, thus the world’s oldest industry. Tanning—the process of converting

hides and skins into leather—is also the world’s first science.
Also, because of the pure craftsmanship involved, tanning may well

be the world’s first art form.

Anyone who doubts that a

sheepskin has up to 30,000

fibers per square inch has

only to count them.

NOTHING TAKES THE

PLACE OF LEATHER

Three Malcolm Hoyt Drive
Newburyport, Massachusetts 01950 • U.S.A.

Certif ied to ISO 9001:2008
(978) 465-1717 • Fax: (978) 465-4194

E-mail: union@unionspecialtiesinc.com
www.unionspecialtiesinc.com 

Generations.
Let’s make the next better.

In Union, there
is strength.

It’s your turn now.

Our waterbased polyurethane technology offers a safer,
more environmentally friendly solution to your

high-performance coatings requirements.
Contact us today for all the details.
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