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Lifelines

Wentao Liu received BS in 2004 from Light Chemical 
Engineering Shandong Institute of Light Industry, Jinan, China; 
PhD in 2009 Leather Chemistry and Engineering Sichuan 
University, Chengdu, China. Professional Experience: Visiting 
Scholar, 2016 – present, Department of Chemical Engineering, 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI. Associate Professor, 
2014 – present, National Engineering Laboratory for Clean 
Technology of Leather Manufacture, Key Laboratory of Leather 
Chemistry and Engineering (Sichuan University), Ministry of 
Education Sichuan University, Chengdu, China. Assistant 
Professor, 2009 – 2014 National Engineering Laboratory for 
Clean Technology of Leather Manufacture Key Laboratory of 
Leather Chemistry and Engineering (Sichuan University), 
Ministry of Education Sichuan University, Chengdu, China

Yuanzhi Zhang, PhD candidate, 2016 – present, Leather 
Chemistry and Engineering, Sichuan University, Chengdu, 
China. BS in 2016, Light Chemical Engineering, Sichuan 
University, Chengdu, China

Guoying Li received PhD in 1999 from the Leather Chemistry 
and Engineering Sichuan University, Chengdu, China; MS in 
1990, Leather Engineering and Technology University of Science 
and Technology of Chengdu, Chengdu, China. Professional 
Experience: Professor, 2000 – present, Department of Leather 
Engineering Key Laboratory of Leather Chemistry and 
Engineering (Sichuan University), Ministry of Education 
National Engineering Laboratory for Clean Technology of 
Leather Manufacture, Sichuan University, Chengdu, China. 
Postdoctoral Research Fellow, 2001 – 2003. Laboratory of 
Animal By-product Science, Graduate School of Agriculture 
Hokkaido University, Sapporo, Japan. Associate Professor,  
1993 – 2000 Department of Leather Engineering Sichuan 
University, Chengdu, China. Assistant Professor, 1990 – 1993 
Department of Leather Engineering University of Science and 
Technology of Chengdu, Chengdu, China

Jie Liu received his PhD degree in 2007 from Institute of 
Mechanics, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing, China. He 
currently is an associate professor of materials at Zhengzhou 
University, Zhengzhou, China. His research interests focus on 
design and synthesis of new materials from renewable resources, 
and the development of solutions for environmental and social 
problems. He has contributed to more than 30 publications in 
material science and engineering. Currently, Dr. Liu is a visiting 
scientist conducting collaborative research with the hides and 
leather research team of Biobased and Other Animal Coproducts 
Research Unit (BOAC) at the Eastern Regional Research Center, 
ARS, USDA, Wyndmoor, Pennsylvania. 
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If you have recently completed or will shortly be completing research studies relevant to hide 
preservation, hide and leather defects, leather manufacturing technology, new product 
development, tannery equipment development, leather properties and specifications, tannery 
environmental management, or other related subjects, you are encouraged to present the 
results of this research at the next annual convention of the Association to be held at the 
Eaglewood Resort and Spa, Itasca, Illinois, June 19-21, 2018.

Abstracts must be received by April 1, 2018.
Full Presentations are due by June 1, 2018.

Abstracts are to be submitted by e-mail to the ALCA Vice-President and Chair of the 
Technical Program:

Mike Bley 
Eagle Ottawa – Lear 
2930 Auburn Road 
Rochester Hills, MI 48309 
E-mail: mbley@lear.com

The Abstract should begin with the title in capital letters, followed by the authors’ names.  
An asterisk should denote the name of the speaker, and contact information should be 
provided that includes an e-mail address. The abstract should be no longer than 300 English 
words, and in the Microsoft Word format.

Full Presentations at the convention will be limited to 25 minutes. In accordance with the 
Association Bylaws, all presentations are considered for publication by The Journal of the 
American Leather Chemists Association. They are not to be published elsewhere, other than 
in abstract form, without permission of the Journal Editor. For further paper preparation 
guidelines please refer to the JALCA Publication Policy on our website: leatherchemists.org. 

They are to be submitted by e-mail to the JALCA editor:

Robert F. White,  
Journal Editor 
The American Leather Chemists Association 
E-mail: jalcaeditor@prodigy.net 
Mobile Phone (616) 540-2469
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Few people realize that Leather Making is the world’s oldest manufacturing
process, thus the world’s oldest industry. Tanning—the process of converting

hides and skins into leather—is also the world’s first science.
Also, because of the pure craftsmanship involved, tanning may well

be the world’s first art form.

Anyone who doubts that a

sheepskin has up to 30,000

fibers per square inch has

only to count them.

NOTHING TAKES THE

PLACE OF LEATHER
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