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Jinwei Zhang, an engineer focused on leather manufacturing and 
cleaner leather making technology, obtained his Ph. D degree in 2018. 
He is working at the College of Biomass Science and Engineering, 
Sichuan University, China. His research interests focus on new and 
cleaner leather making technology, chrome-free tanning materials 
and methods, pickle-free tanning methods and leather byproduct 
utilization. He also helps leather chemical companies and tanneries 
apply and develop new materials and leather products.

Xiu He, received her Ph.D. degree in Leather Chemistry and 
Engineering at Sichuan University in 2019. She is working at the 
College of Biomass Science and Engineering, Sichuan University, 
China. Her research focuses on cleaner tanning chemicals and 
technology as well as leather analysis and detection.

Fitsum Etefa Ahmed is a senior researcher and lecturer at Bahir Dar 
University, EiTEX, since 2015. He is also serving as a Director of 
Leather Processing and Product Research and Innovation centre at 
Bahir Dar University, EiTEX, since March 2020 to June 7, 2023. He 
holds MSc Degree in Leather Product Design and Engineering from 
Bahir Dar University, in 2018. He served as Leather Engineering 
Program Head at Bahir Dar University, EiTEX from Sept 2018 tp 
March 2020. He has mentored total of 28 undergraduate students 
in data collection and analysis for their BSc Thesis and guided the 
students in preparation and presentation of research findings since 
2015. He has more than 8 published articles in internationally 
reputable journals.

Aschalew Shitu is a senior researcher and lecturer starting from 
November 2020 up to Present at Bahir Dar University, School of 
Animal Science and Veterinary Medicine, Bahir Dar, Ethiopia. He 
holds Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM) in July 2014 from 
University of Gondar, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Gondar, 
Ethiopia and Master of Science in Veterinary Parasitology in 
July 2019 from University of Gondar, College of Veterinary 
Medicine and Animal Sciences, Gondar, Ethiopia. He has 
teaching experience starting from October 2019-November 2020 
at Debre Tabor University. He has been a graduate Mentor from 
2020-2021 at Bahir Dar University, School of Animal Science 
and Veterinary Medicine, Bahir Dar, Ethiopia, and mentored 
total of 10 undergraduate students in the graduation Thesis paper 
writing. He has more than six published articles in internationally 
reputable journals.

Haile Mekonnen is a senior researcher at Bahir Dar University, 
department of statistics since 2008. He is the head of the department 
of statistics at Bahir Dar University. He has served the university 
as vice dean, department head and course chair. Dr. Haile did his 
MSc in statistics from Dokuz Eylul university/Turkey and he did 
his PhD at Bahir Dar University. He has mentored more than 30 

undergraduate students, more than 20 MsC and 2 PhD students in 
his area of specialization. He has more than 40 published articles in 
internationally reputable journals.

Zerihun Teshome Kebede has been a senior researcher and lecturer 
at Bahir Dar University, EiTEX, since 2015. He is also serving as 
a Leather Technology Learning Research and Innovation Team 
Coordinator at EiTEX from September 2018 until June 2022. He holds 
his Bsc degree in Leather Engineering from Bahir Dar University in 
2017, his MSc Degree in Leather Product Design and Engineering 
from Bahir Dar University in 2019, and his higher diploma program 
(HDP) in 2021 from Bahir Dar University. He served as Leather 
Engineering Program Head at Bahir Dar University, EiTEX, from 
June 2022 to date. He has mentored a total of 35 undergraduate 
students in data collection and analysis for their BSc Thesis and 
guided the students in the preparation and presentation of research 
findings since 2017. He has more than seven published articles in 
internationally reputable journals.

Endalamaw Yihune Belay is chief laboratory technician in Botanical 
Science at Bahir Dar University, Science College. He has completed 
B.Sc. and M.Sc. degrees in Biology and Botanical Sciences in 2015 
and 2018 respectively, from Bahir Dar University, Department of 
Biology. His thesis on Antibacterial activity of medicinal plant extracts 
against Ralstonia solanacearum (Smith) that cause’s bacterial wilt 
in hot pepper (Capsicum annuum L.) was published in a reputable 
international journal. Moreover, he has obtained M.Sc degree 
in Environment and Climate change from Bahir Dar University 
College of Agriculture and Environmental Science in 2022. He has 
also attended short term trainings on SPSS, GIS and RS software, 
and R-software and has acquired knowledge and technical skills 
of managing/ analyzing data using ANOVA, correlation analysis, 
PCA, drawing study area maps, receiving data from satellite and 
interpreting data. He has learned practical knowledge and skills of 
designing in vitro, and field experiments.

Misganaw Bitwe working as an R&D and production supervisor at 
Bahir Dar Tannery in Ethiopia since 2020. He holds BSc Degree in 
Chemical Engineering (Leather Technology stream) from Bahir Dar 
University, in 2018. He has two published articles in internationally 
reputable journals.

Sadaqat Ali Chattha see JALCA 114, 189, 2019.

Dr. Abdul Rehman was originally trained as a veterinarian, 
has evolved as an early career veterinary epidemiologist with a 
strong passion for the epidemiology of infectious diseases of 
high economic and public health significance. He received his 
graduation in 2009 and M.Phil in Epidemiology & Public Health 
in 2012, both with distinction from UVAS, Lahore. Later, he 
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earned PhD degree from Freie Universität, Berlin in 2016. He 
has won several honors and international awards including 
DAAD and the Fulbright fellowships and published >40 research 
articles in top-ranked international journals. He has also won 
competitive research grants of PKR >30 million and supervised 
>15 postgraduate students. Currently, he is working on the 
epidemiology of infectious diseases of livestock including zoonotic 
infections and AMR-related issues.

Agha Saiddain has more than 35 years of professional experience in 
the field of leather technology. He is the President of Environment 
Society of Pakistan Tanners Association and currently serving as 
Director marketing and operations, Royal Leather Ind. Pvt. He also 
delivered many lectures at national and international forums on 
sustainability of leather industry. He is the writer of various articles 
related to exports, economy and leather sustainability, which have 
been published in various local and international newspapers and 
magazines.

Biyu Peng see JALCA 109, 207, 2014.

Yirui Lin received his Bachelor’s degree in Light Chemical 
Engineering from Sichuan University in 2021. Now he is pursuing 

his Ph.D. degree in Light Industry Technology and Engineering at 
Sichuan University. His current research focuses on clean leather 
production.

Zhuocheng Jiang received his Master’s degree in Civil & Hydraulic 
Engineering from Sichuan University in 2023. His research focuses 
on energy conservation technology.

Ya-nan Wang, see JALCA 117, 127, 2022.

Yunhang Zeng, see JALCA 118, 134, 2023.

Guo Xie is currently an associate professor in State Key Laboratory 
of Hydraulics and Mountain River Engineering, College of Water 
Resource & Hydropower, Sichuan University. He received his Ph.D. 
degree in Power Machinery and Engineering from Beijing Institute 
of Technology in 2012. He joined Sichuan University as a lecturer 
from 2014 to 2016 and was an associate professor from 2016 to 
now. His research focuses on fluid dynamics as well as heat & mass 
transfer processes.

Bi Shi, see JALCA 99, 220, 2004.


