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Abstract 
This research focuses on the theoretical integration of social work principles into nursing practice to advance 
holistic health care. Employing a qualitative, exploratory methodology, the study analyzed existing literature, 
including peer-reviewed articles, policy frameworks, and theoretical models, published between 2010 and 2025. 
The research emphasized identifying intersections between nursing and social work principles, particularly within 
the biopsychosocial model, patient-centered care, and advocacy. Data collection involved systematic reviews and 
thematic analysis, which revealed recurring themes such as interdisciplinary collaboration and the influence of 
social determinants on health outcomes. 
The findings underscore the importance of integrating social work’s focus on psychosocial and systemic factors 
with nursing’s emphasis on immediate, patient-focused care. Patient-centered care emerged as the most frequent 
theme, reflecting a shared commitment to addressing individual needs and preferences. Social determinants of 
health were also highlighted, indicating a pressing need for collaborative efforts to mitigate health inequities. 
Successful interdisciplinary collaboration was evident in existing team-based care models, while advocacy and 
empowerment were identified as key roles played by both social workers and nurses. 
The study attributes the need for integration to evolving healthcare demands, where addressing complex, 
interconnected health issues requires a holistic framework. This integration enhances patient outcomes by 
combining the strengths of both fields—nursing’s medical expertise and social work’s systemic approach. Despite 
challenges, such as gaps in training and systemic barriers, the findings demonstrate that unified models like the 
biopsychosocial framework can drive meaningful change in healthcare delivery. 
Keywords: Holistic health, nursing, social work, interdisciplinary collaboration, patient-centered care, 
biopsychosocial model, social determinants of health, advocacy. 

 

1. Introduction 

The integration of social work principles into nursing practice represents a pivotal step in advancing holistic health 
care. As health systems globally grapple with multifaceted patient needs that transcend purely medical dimensions, 

the convergence of nursing and social work emerges as a promising framework to address not only physical but also 

emotional, social, and psychological determinants of health. Both professions, steeped in principles of empathy, 

equity, and patient-centered care, inherently complement one another. While nursing often focuses on the biological 

aspects of care, social work brings a deep understanding of psychosocial factors that shape health outcomes, creating 

a synergy capable of transforming healthcare delivery. 

Contemporary healthcare environments demand a paradigm shift that moves beyond a fragmented approach to 

address patients' holistic needs. This necessity is underscored by increasing incidences of chronic illnesses, mental 

health conditions, and socio-economic inequities that exacerbate health disparities. Integrative care models, such as 

the biopsychosocial framework, emphasize the interconnectedness of body, mind, and environment, urging health 

professionals to collaborate across disciplines. This collaboration, particularly between nurses and social workers, 
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offers a robust pathway to addressing the underlying causes of poor health outcomes while fostering health 

equity(Chan, Chi, Ching, & Lam, 2010). 

The role of nursing in promoting holistic care is increasingly recognized within integrative health models. Nurses 

are uniquely positioned as frontline providers, addressing immediate medical needs while maintaining close 

interactions with patients. However, there is often a lack of emphasis on social determinants of health, including 

access to resources, social isolation, and environmental challenges. Social work principles, rooted in the advocacy 

for systemic change and holistic well-being, provide a complementary lens to nursing practice. Research highlights 

the potential for interdisciplinary collaboration to enhance patient outcomes, particularly in integrated health care 
settings(Saxe Zerden, Lombardi, & Jones, 2019). 

Efforts to integrate social work principles into nursing are not without challenges. Traditional healthcare systems 

often operate under a biomedical model that prioritizes diagnosis and treatment over prevention and wellness. This 

model may marginalize the contributions of social work, leading to underutilization of its principles in patient 

care(Mann et al., 2016).  

The concept of holistic health has evolved significantly, with models like the Healthy People 2020 framework 

emphasizing the role of social determinants in shaping health outcomes. The Holistic Health Determinants Model, 

for instance, integrates concepts from public health and social ecological theory, emphasizing the continuous 

interactions among biological, behavioral, and social factors(Schoon & Krumwiede, 2022). These insights underline 

the necessity of incorporating social work principles, such as advocacy and community engagement, into nursing 

curricula and practice. 

Furthermore, the inclusion of social work in healthcare extends beyond individual patient care to encompass 

systemic interventions that address broader societal inequities. This perspective aligns with the principles of social 

justice and human rights, which are foundational to both nursing and social work. By fostering interprofessional 

collaboration, healthcare providers can better navigate complex patient needs, ensuring that care is comprehensive, 

culturally sensitive, and aligned with patient goals(Jarius et al., 2016). 

The integration of social work principles into nursing practice necessitates a deep understanding of both disciplines’ 
philosophies and methodologies. Social work, grounded in addressing systemic inequities and advocating for 

holistic well-being, complements nursing's patient-centered care. This interdisciplinary approach is particularly 

crucial in addressing social determinants of health (SDoH), which play a significant role in shaping health outcomes. 

Evidence indicates that nurses who engage with SDoH alongside social workers are better equipped to deliver 

comprehensive care that addresses physical, emotional, and socio-economic dimensions(Phillips et al., 2020). 

Holistic nursing, as a framework, emphasizes the interconnectedness of body, mind, and spirit, which aligns 

seamlessly with social work's biopsychosocial model. For example, studies on holistic nursing practices reveal the 

importance of addressing patients' psychological and social needs in addition to their physical conditions. This 

alignment supports the idea that integrating social work principles can enhance nurses' ability to provide care that is 

not only patient-centered but also deeply empathetic and culturally competent(Igunnuoda & Ngugi, 2015). 

Interprofessional education and training have emerged as vital strategies to bridge the gaps between nursing and 

social work. Programs that emphasize collaborative learning between these disciplines have shown promising 

outcomes in fostering mutual respect and understanding of each other’s roles. For instance, the incorporation of 

integral theory in nursing education has provided a metatheoretical framework that supports the integration of 

diverse perspectives, enabling nurses to synthesize social work principles into their practice(Shea & Frisch, 2014). 

A broader exploration of holistic health care reveals its relevance in addressing complex health issues, particularly 

mental health and chronic conditions. Cross-cultural studies demonstrate that frontline social workers and nurses 
adopt diverse holistic frameworks to meet the multidimensional needs of their clients. Such approaches are pivotal 

in tailoring care to individual and community-specific contexts, ensuring equity and inclusivity(Cui, 2024). 

Moreover, the integration of social work principles into nursing aligns with global health priorities, such as the 

World Health Organization’s (WHO) emphasis on health equity. As holistic nursing models evolve, they 

increasingly incorporate elements of social justice, addressing systemic barriers to care and advocating for 

vulnerable populations. This synergy highlights the transformative potential of combining social work and nursing 

practices to meet the health needs of diverse populations(Dossey, Keegan, Barrere, & Helming, 2015). 

the integration of social work principles into nursing practice represents not only a practical but also an ethical 

imperative. By fostering interdisciplinary collaboration and embracing holistic health models, this approach offers a 

pathway to transformative health care that addresses the root causes of health disparities and promotes sustainable 

well-being for individuals and communities alike. 
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2. Literature Reviews 
This paper emphasized addressing the fragmentation in healthcare by adopting holistic approaches. It advocated 

integrating physical, mental, social, and spiritual health dimensions to improve patient outcomes. The study 

highlighted the importance of reconciling specialized knowledge with a comprehensive view of health(Hood, 

Balling, & Auffray, 2012). 

This study measured social empathy in nurses and identified associated factors, such as advocacy and burnout. 

Findings suggested that higher social empathy correlated with better patient care outcomes and highlighted the need 

for supportive work environments(Klim, Boyd, Roberts, & Taylor, 2023). 

This paper explored process models for integrating social and health care to enhance collaboration among 

organizations. A service-oriented architecture was proposed to streamline holistic care processes(Poulymenopoulou, 

Malamateniou, Vassilacopoulos, & Care, 2013). 

This study examined social workers' roles in managing cancer pain and highlighted their contributions to 

biopsychosocial interventions, emphasizing a holistic approach to pain(Ralli et al., 2019). 

The study explored holistic practices in pediatric nursing, emphasizing reflection and integrating personal and 
professional values for effective care(Higham, 2010). 

This research developed tools to measure holistic nursing practices, focusing on shared decision-making, 

relationship-based care, and patient well-being(Kinchen, 2015). 

Reflective narratives revealed that nursing and social work students view caring as holistic assistance, shaped by 

professional philosophies and collaboration(Gachoud, Albert, Kuper, Stroud, & Reeves, 2012). 

This ethnographic study proposed a shift from patient-centered to organizational relationships, enhancing holistic 

care through systemic collaboration(Allen & medicine, 2014). 

The study reviewed integrative health care models for social work, advocating a combination of traditional therapies 

with mind-body programs for holistic patient care(DiLauro & Work, 2018). 

This study analyzed skill-mix innovations to support care integration for patients with chronic conditions, 

emphasizing collaboration between health and social sectors(Winkelmann, Scarpetti, Williams, & Maier, 2022). 

The study found disparities in holistic palliative care delivery between hospital and community settings, advocating 

better training for nurses(fahad saad Alshammri et al., 2022). 

This study assessed the relationship between cultural and spiritual competencies and caring behaviors among nurses. 

Findings revealed that spiritual competencies significantly influence nurses' ability to provide holistic care, 

emphasizing the need for training in cultural sensitivity(Soriano, Aranas, & Tejada, 2019). 

This research highlighted interprofessional learning as a tool to improve collaboration between social and primary 

care teams. Case studies revealed how shared training enhanced mutual understanding and improved holistic care 
delivery(Miller & Mangan, 2016). 

The study explored holistic nursing applications in psychiatric care, integrating alternative therapies to address 

patients' bio-psycho-social needs. It emphasized the role of spirituality in managing mental health 

conditions(Papathanasiou, Sklavou, & Kourkouta, 2013). 

This qualitative study evaluated nurses' perceptions of holistic care, identifying barriers such as workload and gaps 

in academic training. The study concluded that mind, body, and spirit integration improves care quality(Mathew, 

2019). 

The research investigated training in mindfulness and body-mind-spirit social work practices, finding that these 

approaches improve therapeutic relationships and practitioner well-being(Pyles et al., 2021). 

This study presented a hybrid model of holistic care, identifying its role in improving nurse-patient relationships and 

encouraging the inclusion of holistic care in nursing curricula(Jasemi, Valizadeh, Zamanzadeh, & Keogh, 2017). 

This research identified critical holistic nursing competencies, emphasizing the importance of addressing emotional 

and spiritual needs alongside physical care for critically ill patients(Ismail, Sohilait, & Erawati, 2024). 

The study explored the impact of holistic admissions in nursing programs, focusing on creating a diverse and 

inclusive workforce to address patient care comprehensively(DeCoux Hampton et al., 2022). 

3. Methodology 
The methodology of this research is rooted in a qualitative and exploratory framework designed to examine the 

theoretical integration of social work principles into nursing practice to address holistic health needs. The study 

relies on a literature-based approach, utilizing secondary data to establish the conceptual foundations and 

interdisciplinary connections between nursing and social work. Relevant scholarly articles, policy documents, and 

theoretical frameworks published between 2010 and 2025 form the primary data sources. These were systematically 

reviewed to synthesize insights into existing practices and identify gaps that necessitate theoretical integration. 
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The research population includes academic works, professional guidelines, and position statements from nursing and 

social work disciplines. Inclusion criteria are established to ensure the relevance and quality of sources, such as 

peer-reviewed articles and texts addressing holistic health care models. Exclusion criteria remove outdated or 

tangential works to maintain focus. 

Data collection involves a structured thematic review, identifying recurring themes such as biopsychosocial care, 

interdisciplinary collaboration, and the application of holistic models. Data analysis employs a comparative 

approach, examining congruence and divergence in nursing and social work principles, and highlighting their 

potential integration into a unified framework. 
Ethical considerations are central to the study. Transparency in source selection, proper citation practices, and 

acknowledgment of authorship ensure intellectual integrity. As this is a literature-based study, no human subjects are 

involved, avoiding concerns of consent or confidentiality. The research adheres to the principles of ethical 

scholarship, ensuring that findings are unbiased and contribute meaningfully to the interdisciplinary dialogue in 

health care. 

Three tables summarize the thematic findings, showing alignment between principles, recurring concepts, and 

identified gaps, ensuring clarity and coherence in presenting the results. 

Research Design 
This study adopts a qualitative, exploratory research design to examine the theoretical foundations underpinning the 

integration of social work principles into nursing practice, aiming to enhance holistic care. By focusing on 

conceptual and theoretical insights, the research seeks to identify and analyze the intersections between these two 

disciplines, offering a framework for improved interdisciplinary collaboration in addressing comprehensive health 

needs. 

The qualitative approach is well-suited to exploring the complex and multifaceted nature of this topic, as it 

emphasizes depth of understanding over quantitative measurement. Through the systematic analysis of existing 

literature, professional guidelines, and case studies, the study captures the nuances of interdisciplinary integration, 

highlighting both shared principles and unique contributions from nursing and social work. This design allows for a 
detailed exploration of theoretical constructs such as the biopsychosocial model, patient-centered care, and holistic 

health frameworks, which serve as common ground between the two professions. 

The research further benefits from its exploratory nature, as it delves into areas where empirical studies may be 

limited or where gaps in interdisciplinary practice are evident. The objective is to generate meaningful insights that 

can inform policy, education, and clinical practice, rather than to test specific hypotheses. By synthesizing findings 

from diverse sources, the study aims to provide a robust theoretical foundation that bridges disciplinary divides, 

ultimately promoting a more integrated and effective approach to holistic care. 

This research design ensures a thorough, unbiased analysis, fostering a deeper understanding of how nursing and 

social work can collaboratively address the complex, interconnected needs of patients in modern healthcare systems. 

Population and Sampling 
The population for this study encompasses a broad range of scholarly and professional resources, specifically 

focusing on published literature from 2010 to 2025 that addresses nursing, social work, and interdisciplinary 

approaches to holistic health care. This body of work includes research papers, policy documents, and theoretical 

frameworks that explore the integration of social work principles into nursing practice. By engaging with this 

extensive population, the study aims to synthesize insights from a diverse array of academic and professional 

perspectives, ensuring a comprehensive understanding of the topic. 

Sampling for this study employs a purposive strategy, selecting sources that meet specific inclusion criteria. These 
criteria focus on the relevance of the material to holistic health frameworks, interdisciplinary collaboration, and the 

development of case studies or theoretical models that demonstrate the practical and conceptual intersections of 

nursing and social work. This targeted approach ensures that the sampled materials are both significant and directly 

aligned with the study’s objectives, avoiding the inclusion of tangential or outdated resources. 

The purposive sampling method is particularly appropriate for this research, as it allows for the deliberate selection 

of sources that contribute substantively to the exploration of interdisciplinary integration. By prioritizing materials 

that address critical themes such as biopsychosocial care, patient-centered approaches, and interprofessional 

collaboration, the study constructs a well-rounded and focused narrative. This approach not only reinforces the 

validity of the research but also provides a foundation for meaningful conclusions that advance the theoretical and 

practical integration of nursing and social work for holistic health care. 

Data Collection 
The data collection process for this study was structured to ensure a thorough and systematic exploration of relevant 

literature, focusing on the integration of social work principles into nursing practice. The first step involved an 
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extensive literature review, where peer-reviewed journals, academic books, and official reports published between 

2010 and 2025 were carefully analyzed. This stage aimed to identify foundational theories, key frameworks, and 

practical examples relevant to the study’s objectives. Emphasis was placed on materials that addressed holistic 

health care, interdisciplinary collaboration, and theoretical models uniting nursing and social work. 

Following the literature review, a thematic analysis was conducted to identify recurring patterns and principles 

within the selected sources. This method facilitated the organization of data into coherent categories, such as 

biopsychosocial care, patient-centered approaches, and interprofessional teamwork. Thematic analysis not only 

highlighted shared values between nursing and social work but also pinpointed areas of divergence that could be 
addressed through theoretical integration. 

document analysis was employed to delve deeper into case studies and theoretical models present in the existing 

literature. This step provided concrete examples of how interdisciplinary approaches have been applied in practice, 

offering valuable insights into their challenges and outcomes. By critically examining these documents, the study 

identified best practices and potential gaps that require further exploration. 

This multifaceted approach to data collection ensured that the study captured a comprehensive and nuanced 

understanding of the subject, laying the groundwork for meaningful conclusions and practical recommendations in 

the field of holistic health care. 

Table 1 below summarizes the data sources: 

Source Type Number of Sources Examples 

Peer-Reviewed Journals 45 Journal of Holistic Nursing, Social Work Review 

Books and Monographs 15 Holistic Health Models, Interdisciplinary Care 

Policy and Framework Papers 10 WHO guidelines, interdisciplinary health models 

Total 70  

Data Analysis 
The data analysis for this study was conducted using a combination of content analysis, thematic coding, and 

framework analysis to ensure a comprehensive understanding of the integration of social work principles into 

nursing practice. The content analysis focused on examining definitions, concepts, and principles related to holistic 

care, highlighting the core values shared by nursing and social work. This stage allowed for the identification of 

overlapping priorities, such as patient-centered approaches, advocacy, and the biopsychosocial model, which 

underpin the potential for interdisciplinary integration. 

Thematic coding was employed to systematically categorize recurring patterns and concepts found within the 

collected data. Key themes such as "advocacy," "patient-centered care," "interdisciplinary collaboration," and 
"holistic health frameworks" were coded and analyzed to understand how they intersect within nursing and social 

work practices. This method facilitated the organization of findings into cohesive categories that reflect the study’s 

objectives, while also allowing for the identification of unique contributions each discipline brings to holistic health 

care. 

Framework analysis was used to compare and contrast existing theoretical models from nursing and social work. 

This approach highlighted both gaps in current practices and potential synergies that could enhance collaborative 

efforts. By aligning the strengths of both fields, the analysis provided a structured basis for proposing a unified 

framework for holistic care. Together, these analytical methods ensured a rigorous, detailed, and nuanced 

exploration of the research topic, enabling the study to draw meaningful conclusions and offer practical insights into 

the interdisciplinary integration of nursing and social work. 

Table 2 outlines the themes and their frequency in the analyzed literature: 

Theme Frequency Description 

Patient-Centered Care 40 Emphasizing individual needs and preferences in care. 

Social Determinants of Health 30 Addressing socioeconomic factors influencing health. 

Interdisciplinary Collaboration 25 Enhancing teamwork between social work and nursing. 

Advocacy and Empowerment 20 Supporting patient rights and systemic changes. 

 

Ethical Considerations 
Ethical considerations were integral to every stage of this research, ensuring that the study adhered to established 

academic and professional standards. Transparency was a foundational principle, with all data sources thoroughly 

documented and accurately referenced. This approach ensured the credibility of the research and allowed readers to 

trace the origins of insights and conclusions. By systematically citing relevant literature, the study maintained 

intellectual honesty and upheld academic integrity. 
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To avoid bias, the selection criteria for literature and data were carefully designed to encompass a diverse range of 

disciplines, perspectives, and methodologies. This inclusivity ensured that the study represented a balanced view of 

the intersection between nursing and social work principles, particularly in the context of holistic care. Careful 

attention was given to avoid overrepresentation of any single discipline or framework, promoting fairness and 

objectivity in the findings. 

Respect for intellectual property was rigorously maintained throughout the research process. Only peer-reviewed 

and public-access resources were utilized, ensuring that the study relied on credible and legally accessible materials. 

Proper citation practices were strictly followed to acknowledge the contributions of original authors and to prevent 
any form of plagiarism. 

confidentiality was upheld by excluding personal or patient-specific data, as this research did not involve primary 

data collection or interactions with human participants. The focus on secondary data further ensured that the study 

did not compromise individual privacy or ethical boundaries. By adhering to these ethical standards, the research 

maintained its academic credibility and contributed responsibly to the ongoing discourse on holistic health care. 

Outcome Representation 
The findings are organized to align with the thematic framework. Table 3 provides a breakdown of the integration 

levels between social work and nursing in the sources analyzed: 

 

Integration Level Number of Sources Example Concepts 

Full Integration 20 Biopsychosocial models, team-based approaches. 

Partial Integration 30 Overlapping roles in patient advocacy. 

Conceptual (Theoretical Only) 20 Framework proposals without implementation. 

 

This methodology ensures a comprehensive theoretical exploration of the integration of social work principles into 

nursing, offering actionable insights for educators, practitioners, and policymakers. 

4. Results 
The results of this research present a comprehensive exploration of the integration of social work principles into 

nursing practice, emphasizing the shared commitment to holistic care. This section synthesizes key themes identified 

through rigorous data analysis, offering insights into how nursing and social work converge to address complex 

health needs. The findings reveal the consistent emphasis on patient-centered care, social determinants of health, 

interdisciplinary collaboration, and advocacy. Each of these themes underscores the necessity of bridging gaps 

between the two disciplines to create a cohesive framework for delivering holistic care. 
Patient-centered care emerged as a dominant theme, reflecting the shared goal of tailoring interventions to meet 

individual needs and preferences. This approach aligns seamlessly with the biopsychosocial model, highlighting the 

importance of addressing physical, psychological, and social dimensions of health. The findings also emphasize the 

significance of social determinants of health, such as income, education, and environmental factors, as critical 

influences on patient outcomes. These determinants necessitate a collaborative approach between nursing and social 

work to mitigate disparities and promote health equity. 

Interdisciplinary collaboration stands out as a crucial mechanism for achieving holistic care. The research identifies 

successful examples of teamwork, such as shared decision-making and integrated care models, which demonstrate 

the benefits of combining expertise from both fields. Advocacy and empowerment further enrich this collaboration, 

with social workers and nurses playing vital roles in supporting patient rights and driving systemic changes. 

Together, these results provide a nuanced understanding of how nursing and social work principles intersect to form 

a unified, holistic approach to healthcare. This integration addresses the multifaceted needs of patients while 

fostering equity and sustainability in healthcare delivery systems. 
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Figure 1 : Distribution of Source Types Used in Research 

The Figure above illustrates the distribution of source types used in this research, providing a visual representation 

of the data summarized in the table. The data indicates a total of 70 sources, categorized into three primary types: 

peer-reviewed journals, books and monographs, and policy and framework papers. 

Analysis of the Table: The largest category of sources comprises peer-reviewed journals, with 45 entries, 

accounting for 64% of the total. This dominance reflects the study’s emphasis on academic rigor and the importance 

of leveraging recent, validated research findings. Books and monographs contribute 15 sources, making up 21% of 

the total, offering comprehensive insights into established theories and interdisciplinary frameworks. Policy and 

framework papers, although the smallest group with 10 sources (15%), provide critical guidelines and models from 

authoritative bodies such as the World Health Organization (WHO). 

Analysis of the Figure: The Figure highlights the proportional representation of each source type. The significant 

reliance on peer-reviewed journals is evident, underscoring their role as the cornerstone of the study's methodology. 

The substantial use of books and monographs complements this, as these sources often delve into theoretical 

underpinnings and broader contexts not fully addressed in journal articles. The inclusion of policy and framework 

papers, while smaller in number, is crucial for grounding the research in practical, actionable insights from global 
and institutional guidelines. 

Together, the Figure and table reveal a balanced approach to source selection, ensuring that the research is both 

academically robust and practically relevant. This combination of diverse source types enriches the study’s findings 

and supports the development of a comprehensive theoretical framework for interdisciplinary integration in holistic 

health care. 

 

 
Figure 2 : Frequency of Themes Identified in the Research 
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The Figure above visualizes the frequency of recurring themes identified in the research. Each bar represents the 

prominence of a particular theme, as observed across the analyzed sources, highlighting the focus areas in 

interdisciplinary integration for holistic health care. 

Analysis of the Table: The theme "Patient-Centered Care" appears most frequently, with a count of 40, 

emphasizing its centrality in nursing and social work integration. This theme highlights the importance of tailoring 

care to individual preferences and needs, underscoring its role as a cornerstone of holistic approaches. "Social 

Determinants of Health," with a frequency of 30, reflects the growing recognition of socioeconomic factors, such as 

income, education, and environment, as critical influencers of health outcomes. "Interdisciplinary Collaboration," 
appearing 25 times, showcases the significance of teamwork between nursing and social work to deliver 

comprehensive care. Lastly, "Advocacy and Empowerment," with a frequency of 20, emphasizes the necessity of 

supporting patient rights and advocating for systemic change. 

Analysis of the Figure: The Figure provides a clear comparative view of the themes. The highest bar for "Patient-

Centered Care" highlights its foundational role in shaping holistic practices. The slightly lower bar for "Social 

Determinants of Health" suggests its pivotal influence in addressing broader health disparities. The moderate 

representation of "Interdisciplinary Collaboration" illustrates its importance in fostering effective teamwork between 

disciplines. Finally, the bar for "Advocacy and Empowerment" underscores the critical need for systemic advocacy 

and empowering patients as active participants in their care. 

This analysis confirms that the integration of social work principles into nursing practice is multifaceted, addressing 

individual, social, and systemic dimensions of health care. Together, these themes form a comprehensive framework 

for advancing holistic health care practices. 

 

 
Figure 3 : Integration Levels of Social Work Principles in Nursing Practice 

The Figure above depicts the distribution of integration levels of social work principles into nursing practice, based 

on the analysis of the sources used in the research. Each bar represents the number of sources addressing different 

degrees of integration, ranging from full integration to purely theoretical concepts. 

Analysis of the Table: The category "Partial Integration" dominates, with 30 sources, reflecting the reality that 

many practices are still in transitional phases where roles and responsibilities overlap but are not fully harmonized. 

This level includes examples such as shared responsibilities in patient advocacy, where both nursing and social work 

professionals collaborate on specific tasks without a completely unified framework. 
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"Full Integration," represented by 20 sources, highlights successful implementations of comprehensive 

interdisciplinary models, such as biopsychosocial frameworks and team-based approaches. These examples 

demonstrate advanced levels of collaboration where nursing and social work seamlessly work together to address 

holistic health needs. 

The "Conceptual (Theoretical Only)" category also includes 20 sources, focusing on proposed frameworks or ideas 

without practical application. This indicates ongoing discussions and theoretical groundwork aimed at fostering 

future integration efforts. 

Analysis of the Figure: The Figure visually emphasizes the prominence of "Partial Integration," with its taller bar 
showcasing the common transitional state of interdisciplinary collaboration. The equal height of the bars for "Full 

Integration" and "Conceptual (Theoretical Only)" illustrates the balance between successfully implemented models 

and ongoing theoretical developments. Together, these insights underline the progression of integration efforts, with 

partial practices paving the way for broader adoption and deeper collaboration. 

This analysis highlights the continuum of integration, from theoretical proposals to full operational frameworks, 

underscoring the importance of bridging gaps to achieve seamless interdisciplinary care. 

5. Conclusion and Recommendations 

5.1. Conclusion 
The conclusion of this research underscores the profound potential of integrating social work principles into nursing 

practice to address holistic health needs. By systematically exploring the intersection of these two fields, the study 

highlights the synergy between nursing's emphasis on biological and immediate patient care and social work's focus 

on psychosocial determinants and advocacy. This integration not only enriches the theoretical framework for 

interdisciplinary collaboration but also aligns with the evolving demands of modern healthcare systems, where 

holistic care is paramount. 

Key insights from the study reveal that patient-centered care, addressing social determinants of health, and fostering 

interdisciplinary collaboration are pivotal themes that emerge repeatedly in the literature. These themes affirm the 

necessity of a comprehensive approach that goes beyond traditional healthcare models, emphasizing the 

interconnectedness of physical, emotional, and social health. The findings also underscore the value of 

interprofessional education and training as essential tools for equipping nurses and social workers to navigate their 

overlapping roles effectively. 

The research further identifies challenges in achieving full integration, including systemic barriers, gaps in training, 

and the need for a paradigm shift in healthcare delivery models. Nonetheless, successful examples of 

interdisciplinary frameworks, such as biopsychosocial models and team-based approaches, provide actionable 

insights for bridging these gaps. 
the integration of social work principles into nursing practice is not merely a theoretical aspiration but a practical 

imperative. It offers a pathway to more equitable, empathetic, and effective care for diverse populations, ensuring 

that healthcare systems address the comprehensive needs of individuals and communities alike. This study serves as 

a foundation for future research and implementation efforts to advance holistic health care through interdisciplinary 

collaboration. 

5.2. Recommendations 
The findings of this research provide a strong foundation for advancing the integration of social work principles into 

nursing practice to enhance holistic health care. Based on the insights derived from the literature and analysis, 

several key recommendations emerge to guide policy, education, and clinical practice. These recommendations aim 

to bridge existing gaps and foster a more cohesive, interdisciplinary approach to health care. 

First, it is essential to prioritize interprofessional education and training that equips both nursing and social work 

professionals with the skills and knowledge to collaborate effectively. Educational institutions should integrate 

comprehensive curricula that emphasize the shared values and distinct strengths of both disciplines, fostering mutual 

respect and understanding. This includes practical training opportunities where students can engage in 

interdisciplinary teamwork to address real-world health challenges. 

Healthcare systems must also adopt and implement models that facilitate collaboration, such as the biopsychosocial 

framework. By creating structures that encourage team-based care, healthcare organizations can ensure that patients 

receive comprehensive support addressing their physical, emotional, and social needs. Policies should be designed to 

incentivize and sustain such models, ensuring that interdisciplinary collaboration is not only encouraged but also 

institutionalized as a standard practice. 

Additionally, there is a pressing need to address systemic barriers that hinder integration. These include disparities 

in professional recognition, unequal resource allocation, and gaps in communication channels between nursing and 
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social work teams. Policymakers and administrators should work towards creating equitable environments that value 

and utilize the contributions of both professions equally. 

Finally, ongoing research is critical to refine and expand interdisciplinary approaches. Future studies should focus 

on evaluating the long-term outcomes of integrated care models, identifying best practices, and exploring innovative 

strategies to further enhance collaboration. By committing to these efforts, healthcare systems can move closer to 

providing truly holistic, patient-centered care that meets the diverse and complex needs of all individuals. 
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