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RETIRED CONTRIBUTORS
of the
Agrobotanical Garden

VELICAN, Vasile /1904, December 9th., Hérﬁan, distr., Bragov/,
agronomy ingineer, retired professor (piant cultivation), academician,

Studies, academic degreeg: primary school in native village
(1911-1918), seccndary school in Bragov (1918-1924), university cour-
ses at the Agronomy Imstitute (luj (1924-1928). He was the student of
the great Romanian botanist I1.FRODAN, of the plant breeder N.SAULESCU,
prof. C.CHIRITESCU-ARVA, prof, G,IONESCU~SISESTI. His diploma thesis
wag written on agriculture economy (guidance: A.FARKAS and C,MARTING-
VICI}, Doctoral Dissertation {"Abporbtion capacity as e method in teg-
ting and breeding of wheat") inaugurated in 1935 under the guidance of
N.SAULESCU. The highest academic degrees (doctor docent and the asssoci-
ate membership of the Romenian A cademy of Science) were conferred on
him in 1963, Prof. VELICAN ie founding member of the Acadeny of Agricul-
ture and Forestry in Romania 71970/ and was the first president of the
Section IX (Plant production) of the mame Academy. Prom 1574 he is one
of the mecretaries of the Romanian Academy of Science.

Working places: prof. VELICAN began his academic cereer as 1ib-
rarian and gencral seéretary of the Agronomy Institute Ciuj (192%9),was
designed us demonstrator in plant breeding (1930), assistant lecturer
(1936), head of the Plant Breeding and Experimental Station Cimpia Tur~
21i (1936-1945), head of the Plant Breeding and Experimental Station
Cluj (1945-1960), professor and head of the Department of Plant Produc-
tion at the Agronomy Insgtitut Cluj (21948-1974).

During this period of more than 50 years he was head of crop
plant production in the Minisiry of Agriculture (1939), head of the
state examining body of the agronomy engineers (1951-1974), member of
the Scientific Advisory Commity of the Ministry of Education {till 1989)
and leading professor of candidates for doctoral degree. He contributed
to the nomination of university professors and awerding of doctor do-
cent degrees. Bepide this long lasting influence on crop plant sciences
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in Romania, on the university level prof. Y.VELICAN contributed with
high competence %o the inastruction and training of about 34 genera-
tions of agroncmy engineers. His prodigious activity was oficially
scknowledged by 14 orders end medals conferred on him between 1938-
-1972. :

He was member of the editorial staff of many periodical publi-
cations suck as Agriculturs noufi, Frobleme agricole, Studii gi cerce-
tiri sgricole Cluj, Lucriri gtiintifice ale Inst. Agr. Cluj, Index Se-
minum - Notulae Botanicae Horti Agrobotanici Cluj etc., He is am active
and effective propagator of new acientific ideas, by writing articles
in papers (Ficlia, Agricultura socialisti, Familia', Tribuna) delive-
ring lectures with postgraduate courses, radio or television. He rep-
resented the Romanian agrigultural science in Czechoslovakia (1930~
-1931, 1973), Hungary (1934), Yugoslavia and Bulgaria (1939), CGermany
(1941), URSS (2956), GDR (1967) and France (1968).

Scientific works: the originmal gcientific paperse published by
prof. ¥VELICAN have dealt mostly with problems related with the breeding
of new cultivars, e.g. the upe of absorbtion test ia wheat breeding,
zorphological and anatomical properties of the wheat stem, the stooping’
properties of barley plant, technical aspects of plant productioca.

As & practical plant breeder his name is connecied with the
creation of many new culiivars: Triticum aestivum (winter wheat) cv,
'gluj 650%, 'Cluj 722'; Hordeum vulgare cv, ‘Cluj 1237, Clu} 230';

Zeu mays cv. 'Ariegan', 'Galben timpuriu'; Solamum tuberosum ov. 'Ar-
dealul’, *‘Napoca'. : '

Prof. VELICAN eerly recognised the high practical velue of th
traditionally cultivaeted local varieties and populations of crop plants.
In papers published in 1934 “Experiments with mais varieties in Tran-
sylyania 1929-1932" and "The resulis of cultivation experiments with
winter barley varieties in Transylvania® he described, e¢stimated and
suggested the preservation of a lot of Transylvanian local varieties of
mz2is, wheat and barley.

His interest io garmpleem resource conservatios and exchange de~
termined him to aid and encourage the reorganization of the Agrobotani-
cal Garden of the Agromomy Institute Cluj-Napoca etarted by prof. A.
NYARADY in the period affer the World War IX, The first Seed lists of
this Qerden were signed by prof. VELICAN too. These seed lists marked
the starting point of the organized germplaem collection, research and
exchange in the Agronomy Institute Cluj. The competence and suthority
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of prof. VELICAK assured, for decades, the continuity and the sufety
of the praae-rvation of basic collections including local varieties
and repreasentative culilvar groups of different crop plasmts, influen-
cing highly beneficially the development of the activities regarding
germplasm dollcctions and exchange.
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1, Puterea de absorbtie ca metoda de exapinare in ameliorerea griului
(Abarobtion capacity ue a method for testing and breeding of wheat),
Ph.P. Theasis, 1935, Clul.

2. Ardturile gi productis griwlui, porumbulul gi borceagului (The
ploughings and tbe production of wheat, mais and forage mixtures)
(colab.), Analsle ICAR, XIV., 1944, 136 pg.

3. Manualul inginerului sgronom. Cultura plantelor de cimp (The hand-
book of the agricultural ingineer. The cultivation of field crops),
Ed, Tehnicid 1952; 2th ed. I., 1959 (Pitoteunia gi tehnica experimen;
tal¥ ~ Plant cultivation asd experimental techniques}, colab. 537
pgs idem ed, 1967. Bucurepti. )

4. Fitotehnia (Plant cul tivation, -I.) Ed. Agro Silvicd, 1956, Bucuregti
I. (coiab. 163 pg.)s II. 1958 (colab. 239 pg.); Ill., 1960 {colab.
110 pg.), II. 2th edition, 1965 (colab. 435 -3

5. Monografia porumbului (The monography of meis), Ed. Academls R¥PH,
1957, Bucuregti (colab.). .

6. Agends horticuliorului (The horticulture's Almanach), Ed. sgresilvi
cd, 1958, Bucuregii, {colab. 71 PEe)s

7. Cartoful (The potate), Ed. Agropilvicd, 1969, Bucuregtl {colab.).

8. Omagial volume Acad. prof. Gh.lonescu~Sisegti, Ed. Acad,, 1950, Bu-
curegti, (colab.).

9. Tratat de ameliorares plantelor {The handbook of plant breedingi,
Ed. Acad. RSR, I. 1971, II. 1972, Bucuregti, (colab. 920 pg.lw

10. Flora R.S.Roménis, XIL., Ed. Academia RSH, 1972, Bucuregti, (colsab.
11. Dicgionar practic de biologie agricotd (Practical dictionery of tihe

agricultural biology), Ed. Enciclopedici, 1974, Bucuregii, {coleb.)
331 pgele
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12. Chromologioal History of Rominiam, 2th ed., Bd. Enciclopedicii.,

1974, Bucursgti, {colab,).
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Undergraduats student report

OBSERVATIONS REGARDIEG MERICARP AND SEEDLING
VARIABILITY BY DAUCUS CAROTA L. SSP. CAROTA

Obgervations regarding mericarp and geedling varisbility by Dau~
gus carota L. ssp. carota. Not. Bot. Hort. Agrobot. Clu}, XI,

Related with possible evolutionary connections between the diffe-
rent populations of wild and cuitivuted carrot {Daucus carota IL.

" aep. garots et esp. gativae /Hoffm./ Are.), mericarp and seedling

variability by two different groupe of wild carrpot populations
collected in Transylvania {Eastern Europe) and Germany (Central
Burope)} huave been studied. A marked varinbility was observed in
coloration of thse hypocotyl region of the seedlings, Seed charac-
ters were not sufficient for the destection of & variubility pat-
terz. i marked varietion pattern was observed in Juvenile atags:
populations from Germany or that from carros growing regions of
Transylvania developed more vigurous roots. Thie indicate the
existence of & possible svolutionary pressure escting on the wild
populations through gens flow from the cultivated taxa,

Index wordg: Dauvcus carota 868p. carota; mericarp, seedling, vari-
- ability, evolution,

Address: Inst. Agr. "Dr.P.Groga", Gridinas Agrobotanicd,. Str, M5
" pigtur 3, 3400 Qluj-Napoca, R.S.RomAnia.

The descent and development of modern carrot cultivara started in

Europe in the l2th century, when purple and yellow-rooted carrot meteri-
al was brought from Afghanistan to Spein, and coptipwed mainly in the
Netherlands when the firetmodern Populatione with orange, yellow and




