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Abstract:

The Touat region is considered an open-air museum, boasting archaeological landmarks
unparalleled in other regions. This is due to its central location on the most important trade route
linking Sudan in the south with the capitals of the Islamic Maghreb in the north. This route carried
both wealth and knowledge, and as such, we find the emergence of several commercial and
scientific centers there, such as the ksours of Tamantit, Bouda, Timi, and the Zawiya of Konta.

In addition to the ksours, we find the emergence of educational institutions, which are locally
called zawiyas, where the movement of writing and education was active, and thus these zawiyas
spread throughout the region. Among the most important zawiyas that were famous for education,
we find the zawiya of Ahmed Al-Ragad in the ksar of the Zawiya of Konta, which played a major
role in spreading Islam in many regions of West Africa, and today it still maintains its authentic
architectural style, despite its construction having exceeded 5 centuries.

Keywords: Touat, Zawiya, Ahmed Al-Ragad.
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