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Abstract:

Broadly speaking, the temporal distance between two time periods creates an intermediate
relationship between the horizons of the text and the reader. Consequently, the work cannot remain
confined to its historical past, nor can it be entirely bound to our present. This synthesis or
reconciliation of the two time periods is justified by the reader's interpretive stance toward the text.
Thus, the text appears more suited to a perspective that is grounded in the reader's contemporary
awareness, granting it a renewed vitality as its language adapts to the differing temporal contexts it
encounters.

Consciousness, in this sense, is always enriched by the experience of the other, whose
existence becomes contemporaneous with our own. The individual cannot exist in isolation, as
Ingarden argued, for understanding our temporality inevitably leads to understanding the
"otherness" of others.

On the other hand,for Heidegger, dialogue represents a listening to the voice of existence,
while for Gadamer, it signifies listening to the questions posed by the work itself. The temporal
distance between past and present generates an intermediary relationship between distance, in turn,
defines the quality of the work.

Yet , Jauss's concept of the horizon of expectations highlights the reader's experience, which
facilitates understanding the text. The initial assumptions made during the reader's first encounter
with the text merge with the text’s horizon, shaping interpretations of its meaning. The text, in this
process, either retains these assumptions or reconstructs them anew.

Keywords: Aesthetic Distance -the Reader - Horizon of Expectations
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