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Abstract:

This study explores the methodological approach of the Islamic thinker Abul
Hasan Ali Nadwi (1914-1999) in deriving creedal objectives (magasid al-
‘aqida) from the Qur'an. It focuses on his reformist vision, which bridges
traditional scriptural interpretation with the contemporary realities of the
Muslim world. Rather than viewing Islamic creed as a purely theoretical
construct, Nadwi presents it as a dynamic, transformative force aimed at
individual and societal renewal.

The study is structured around three main components:

1. Conceptual Framework: It examines the term tagsid (purposefulness) in
both its linguistic and technical dimensions, and classifies creedal
objectives into general and specific categories.

2. Intellectual Biography: It outlines the historical and intellectual context
of Nadwi’s life, along with a review of his most influential writings.

3. Methodological Features: It identifies the key characteristics of Nadwi’s
purposive method in engaging with creedal texts.

The study concludes that Nadwi’s approach exemplifies a balanced integration
of tradition and modern relevance. His method provides a viable model for
contemporary creedal renewal by grounding theological principles in lived
reality.

Keywords: Qur’anic purposefulness, creedal objectives, Abul Hasan Ali
Nadwi, Islamic creed, theological reform.
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