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Abstract:

The text addresses critical junctures in the history of the Islamic world that
led to divisions and conflicts within the Islamic nation. These conflicts often stem
from political ambitions and the desire to extend influence, but they are wrapped
in doctrinal and sectarian character that grants absolute legitimacy to one of the
parties, leading to the exacerbation of violence and the entrenchment of disputes.

Based on this reality, the study aims to contribute to understanding the
causes of these conflicts and to propose a rational and ethical alternative for
resolving disputes through dialogue, argumentation, and debate in the best
manner. The study focused on analyzing the discourses (letters) of Imam Ali and
Muawiya bin Abi Sufyan for two main reasons:

. They were the main parties in a historical conflict that paved the way for
subsequent events and wars in the history of the Islamic nation.

. They were distinguished by eloquence and rhetoric, as they were masters of
expression, pioneers of oratory, and possessors of linguistic craftsmanship.

The study relies on argumentation theory and the various conceptual and
procedural tools it provides to help understand these discourses, recognize their
operational mechanisms and their influential and persuasive capabilities, which
served as a window for dialogue and negotiation before resorting to violence.
The concepts used in the analysis belong to more than one theory of
argumentation and are divided into two types:

. Terms specific to argumentation that is primarily defined outside language: the
utterer, the receiver, argumentative roles, polyphony, argumentative refutation.

. Terms specific to argumentation that relies on language characteristics: cognitive
semantics, presupposition, implicit statement, double meanings, argumentative
orientation.
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