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Abstract:

Calligraphy is the art of perfecting writing from an ordinary style to a masterpiece. It is a
universal art that was designed by Arabs and Arabic-speaking communities, especially during the
golden age of Islamic civilization. It was during that time that many styles were developed, bringing
with them diverse techniques with various mediums and practices. Thus, calligraphy was first
practiced on parchment and hardened papers (Warag Moukahar) and fabric. The Arabic calligraphy
was subsequently drawn and engraved on marble, wood and metal for the decoration of palaces,
mosques, political, and commercial spaces, even tombstones.

While the first vocation of art is education, calligraphy has surpassed its practical function of
writing to teach men deeper values marked by spirituality and a renewed sense of beauty and
aesthetics. The teaching and learning practices of calligraphy are not limited to a specific gender or
age group, they therefore support socialization projects and strengthen the mechanisms for
acquiring personal and psychological skills.

This article aims to address the milestones in the evolution of this art form, highlighting the
peculiarities that exist in Arabic calligraphy. It also tries to discuss the subject as it relates to a
specific philosophy of aesthetics and beauty. Finally, it will unveil some field work results obtained
by the author during the preparation of the "Knowledge, skills and Practices related to the arts of
Arabic calligraphy™ project, which began in 2020, and is currently registered on the UNESCO
Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage since december 2021.

Keywords: Calligraphy, Writing, Language, Arabic Calligraphy, Philosophy of Beauty, Islamic
Civilization, Education.
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