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Abstract:

This case study deals with the role of the elite - academia - in facing the infodemic and
tackling rumors that pose a great challenge to societies, especially during epidemics, as the
current outbreak of coronavirus disease (COVID-19) is the first infectious disease in recent
history in which technology and social media are used on such a large scale for being able to keep
people informed, safe, productive, and communicated with each other. Meanwhile, technology is
relied upon to express communication and information, which has given rise to an exaggerated
infodemic that continues to undermine global response efforts and threaten measures to combat
the pandemic (WHO, 2021).

Accordingly, this study attempts to understand the role of the elite in facing the infodemic and
tackling rumors by spreading awareness, culture of prevention and adherence with quarantine. An
electronic form has been designed in conformity with social distancing policies. Approximately
354 individuals, including professors, researchers and staff, were questioned, and a descriptive
approach was relied upon in analyzing data and drawing conclusions that, in total, indicate the opt
out of the elite from bearing its responsibility and the opt in of healthcare professionals in the face

of the epidemic at all levels.

Keywords: Infodemic, corona pandemic, covid-19, one health.
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