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Abstract: 

Sleep disorders are prevalent among premenopausal women with Type 2 Diabetes Mellitus 

(T2DM), significantly impacting their quality of life and complicating diabetes management. 

This review explores the prevalence, types, and mechanisms of sleep disturbances in this 

population, highlighting the bidirectional relationship between sleep disorders and T2DM. 

Insomnia, obstructive sleep apnea, restless legs syndrome, and circadian rhythm disorders are 

commonly observed. The interplay of metabolic dysregulation, inflammation, hormonal 

imbalances, and autonomic dysfunction underlies these sleep disturbances. Poor sleep 

exacerbates hyperglycemia, insulin resistance, and diabetes-related complications, posing 

challenges for effective disease management. Comprehensive treatment approaches, including 

lifestyle modifications, medical interventions, psychological support, and regular monitoring, 

are essential for improving sleep quality and diabetes outcomes. Further research is necessary 

to elucidate the underlying mechanisms and develop targeted interventions for premenopausal 

women with T2DM. 
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Introduction 

Sleep is a fundamental biological necessity that plays a critical role in maintaining overall 

health and well-being. However, sleep disorders are prevalent in various populations, and their 

impact on health can be profound[1]. Among the groups particularly vulnerable to sleep 

disturbances are premenopausal women with Type 2 Diabetes Mellitus (T2DM). This article 

explores the intersection of sleep disorders and T2DM in premenopausal women, highlighting 

the prevalence, types, and underlying mechanisms of sleep disturbances in this population, as 

well as the implications for management and treatment[2]. 
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Prevalence of Sleep Disorders in Premenopausal Women with T2DM 

Numerous studies indicate that sleep disorders are more common in individuals with T2DM 

compared to the general population. Premenopausal women with T2DM are no exception. The 

prevalence of sleep disorders in this group can be attributed to several factors, including the 

physiological changes associated with diabetes, hormonal fluctuations related to the menstrual 

cycle, and psychosocial stressors[3]. 

Research has shown that women with T2DM often report higher rates of insomnia, sleep apnea, 

restless legs syndrome (RLS), and other sleep disturbances. Insomnia, characterized by 

difficulty falling asleep or staying asleep, is particularly prevalent. Sleep apnea, a condition 

where breathing repeatedly stops and starts during sleep, is also common and can exacerbate 

the metabolic disturbances associated with diabetes[4]. 

Types of Sleep Disorders 

1. Insomnia: Insomnia in premenopausal women with T2DM can stem from multiple 

causes, including nocturia (frequent urination at night), pain or discomfort from 

neuropathy, and anxiety or depression. Chronic insomnia can lead to significant 

daytime impairment, including fatigue, cognitive dysfunction, and mood 

disturbances[5]. 

2. Sleep Apnea: Obstructive sleep apnea (OSA) is highly prevalent in patients with 

T2DM, partly due to obesity, a common comorbidity in diabetes. OSA can lead to 

intermittent hypoxia (low oxygen levels), which in turn can worsen insulin resistance 

and glucose control. 

3. Restless Legs Syndrome (RLS): RLS is characterized by an uncontrollable urge to 

move the legs, often accompanied by uncomfortable sensations. It can severely disrupt 

sleep and is more common in people with diabetes, possibly due to peripheral 

neuropathy[6]. 

4. Circadian Rhythm Disorders: Disruption in the circadian rhythm, which regulates the 

sleep-wake cycle, can be influenced by poor glycemic control. Irregular sleep patterns 

and shift work, common among healthcare workers and other professions, can further 

exacerbate these disorders. 

Mechanisms Linking T2DM and Sleep Disorders 
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The relationship between T2DM and sleep disorders is bidirectional. Poor sleep can adversely 

affect glucose metabolism, while hyperglycemia and other complications of diabetes can 

disrupt sleep. Several mechanisms explain this interplay: 

1. Metabolic Dysregulation: Poor sleep quality and short sleep duration can impair 

glucose metabolism and increase insulin resistance. Conversely, high blood glucose 

levels can cause nocturia, disrupting sleep[7]. 

2. Inflammation: T2DM and sleep disorders both involve inflammatory processes. 

Chronic inflammation can affect sleep regulation and vice versa, creating a vicious 

cycle. 

3. Hormonal Imbalances: Premenopausal women experience hormonal fluctuations that 

can influence sleep patterns. For instance, progesterone has sedative properties, while 

estrogen affects REM sleep. T2DM can exacerbate these hormonal changes, leading to 

more pronounced sleep disturbances[8]. 

4. Autonomic Dysfunction: Diabetes can affect the autonomic nervous system, leading to 

abnormalities in heart rate variability and blood pressure regulation during sleep, 

contributing to disorders like sleep apnea[9]. 

Impact of Sleep Disorders on Diabetes Management 

The presence of sleep disorders in premenopausal women with T2DM poses significant 

challenges for diabetes management. Poor sleep can negatively affect daytime functioning, 

leading to reduced adherence to diabetes self-care behaviors, such as regular monitoring of 

blood glucose levels, adherence to medication, and maintaining a healthy diet and exercise 

regimen[10]. 

Furthermore, sleep deprivation can impair cognitive function, making it more difficult for 

patients to make informed decisions regarding their diabetes care. Mood disturbances, such as 

depression and anxiety, which are common in individuals with chronic sleep disorders, can 

also interfere with effective diabetes management[11]. 

Treatment and Management 

Addressing sleep disorders in premenopausal women with T2DM requires a multifaceted 

approach: 
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1. Lifestyle Modifications: Encouraging regular physical activity, weight management, 

and a balanced diet can improve both sleep quality and glycemic control. Sleep hygiene 

practices, such as maintaining a regular sleep schedule and creating a comfortable sleep 

environment, are also crucial[12]. 

2. Medical Interventions: Continuous Positive Airway Pressure (CPAP) therapy is 

effective for managing sleep apnea. Medications may be prescribed for conditions like 

RLS or chronic insomnia, but should be used with caution due to potential side effects. 

3. Psychological Support: Cognitive-behavioral therapy for insomnia (CBT-I) is an 

evidence-based treatment that can be particularly beneficial. Addressing anxiety, 

depression, and stress through therapy or counseling can also improve sleep quality and 

diabetes management. 

4. Monitoring and Regular Check-ups: Regular follow-ups with healthcare providers 

can help monitor the effectiveness of treatments and make necessary adjustments. 

Blood glucose levels, sleep patterns, and overall health should be continuously 

assessed[13]. 

Sleep Quality Index 

The Sleep Quality Index (SQI) is a standardized tool used to measure the quality of sleep 

in individuals. It is an important instrument in both clinical and research settings, providing 

valuable insights into various aspects of sleep patterns, duration, disturbances, and overall 

sleep satisfaction. In the context of premenopausal women with Type 2 Diabetes Mellitus 

(T2DM), the SQI can be particularly useful in assessing the extent and impact of sleep 

disorders[14]. 

 

Components of the Sleep Quality Index 

The Sleep Quality Index typically includes several key components that collectively offer 

a comprehensive assessment of sleep quality: 

1. Sleep Duration: Measures the total amount of sleep obtained per night. 

2. Sleep Disturbances: Evaluates the frequency and severity of disruptions in sleep, such 

as waking up during the night, difficulty falling asleep, and restlessness. 
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3. Sleep Latency: Assesses the time taken to fall asleep after going to bed[15]. 

4. Daytime Dysfunction: Looks at the impact of poor sleep on daytime activities, 

including feelings of fatigue and difficulties in concentrating. 

5. Sleep Efficiency: Calculates the ratio of total sleep time to the total time spent in bed. 

6. Subjective Sleep Quality: Captures the individual's overall perception of their sleep 

quality. 

7. Use of Sleep Medication: Records the frequency of sleep aid usage. 

Importance of SQI in Premenopausal Women with T2DM 

For premenopausal women with T2DM, the SQI is an essential tool for several reasons: 

1. Identification of Sleep Disorders: The SQI helps in identifying specific sleep 

disorders, such as insomnia, sleep apnea, and restless legs syndrome, which are 

prevalent in this population[16]. 

2. Assessment of Sleep-Related Symptoms: It provides a detailed assessment of 

symptoms that may affect sleep quality, such as nocturia and neuropathy-related 

discomfort. 

3. Evaluation of Treatment Efficacy: The SQI can be used to monitor the effectiveness 

of interventions aimed at improving sleep quality, such as CPAP therapy for sleep 

apnea or cognitive-behavioral therapy for insomnia. 

4. Correlation with Glycemic Control: By assessing sleep quality, healthcare providers 

can better understand the relationship between sleep disturbances and glycemic control, 

allowing for more targeted diabetes management strategies[17]. 

5. Psychosocial Insights: The SQI offers insights into the psychological and emotional 

factors influencing sleep, such as anxiety and depression, which are common in women 

with T2DM. 

Using SQI in Clinical Practice 

Implementing the Sleep Quality Index in clinical practice involves several steps: 
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1. Administration: The SQI is typically administered as a self-report questionnaire, 

allowing patients to provide detailed information about their sleep habits and 

disturbances[18]. 

2. Scoring: Each component of the SQI is scored, and a composite score is calculated to 

represent overall sleep quality. Higher scores generally indicate poorer sleep quality. 

3. Interpretation: Clinicians interpret the SQI scores to identify specific areas of concern 

and to develop personalized treatment plans aimed at improving sleep quality. 

4. Follow-up: Regular follow-ups using the SQI can help track changes in sleep patterns 

and the effectiveness of interventions over time[19]. 

Impact of Hormonal Changes 

Premenopausal women undergo various hormonal changes that can influence sleep 

patterns. Understanding the impact of these changes is crucial for managing sleep disorders 

in this population. 

1. Progesterone and Estrogen: Progesterone has sedative effects, while estrogen 

influences the quality and distribution of sleep stages, particularly REM sleep. 

Fluctuations in these hormones during the menstrual cycle can cause variations in sleep 

quality. 

2. Menstrual Cycle Effects: Many women report changes in sleep patterns during 

different phases of the menstrual cycle. For example, sleep disturbances are more 

common during the luteal phase, when progesterone levels are higher[20]. 

 

Conclusion 

Sleep disorders are a significant concern for premenopausal women with T2DM, affecting both 

their quality of life and the management of their diabetes. The interplay between sleep 

disturbances and diabetes is complex and multifaceted, necessitating a comprehensive and 

individualized approach to treatment. By addressing both the metabolic and psychological 

aspects of these conditions, healthcare providers can improve outcomes for this vulnerable 

population. Further research is needed to better understand the mechanisms linking sleep 

disorders and T2DM and to develop more effective interventions tailored to the unique needs 

of premenopausal women. 
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