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Abstract:

The adherence to identity is an inherent human instinct and manifests as an expression of
existential angst, influenced by a variety of external factors; these may encompass fears of
historical displacement, cultural estrangement, or religious oppression. Consequently, the
ongoing discourse on identity has unearthed two profoundly contradictory viewpoints: one
that champions the preservation of cultural roots as a safeguard for continuity, and another
that advocates for a receptivity to external influences.

Numerous Arab literary works have engaged with this theme, meticulously unpacking its
layers. Among these is "Far from the Noise, Close to Silence” by Mohamed Berrada. In this
novel, Berrada employs a nuanced narrative approach to deeply investigate this theme through
his characters, who expose the shadowed recesses of the human psyche grappling with
identity concerns. The narrative artfully illustrates the internal conflict between assimilating
into an alien cultural milieu and steadfastly maintaining one's ancestral heritage.
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