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Abstract: 

                   Algerian women played a significant role in various armed resistances 

against foreign occupation in the 19th century. During the resistance led by Emir 

Abdelkader (1832-1847), figures like Lalla Zahra, Lalla Kheira, and Lalla 

Khadidja provided support in various capacities. Lalla Zahra, Emir Abdelkader’s 

mother, was notable for her wisdom, compassion, and leadership. She actively 

participated in battles by providing medical aid and organizing mobile hospitals. 

She also encouraged and recruited women to support the resistance, contributing 

funds and supplies. Lalla Khadidja, Emir Abdelkader’s sister, mobilized women 

and tribes to contribute to the resistance. 

           In the Kabylie region, Lalla Fatma N’Soumer emerged as a prominent 

leader. Raised in a Sufi family, she led armed resistance against French forces and 

was celebrated for her courage, earning comparisons to Joan of Arc. Alongside a 

group of women, she fought against the occupation and supported the wounded. 

Her resistance continued despite French efforts to suppress it, until her capture in 

1857. 

            Lalla Zineb El-Kassimia El-Hamlia played a key role in managing the 

Hamel Zawiya and supporting armed resistance. Known for her knowledge and 

leadership, she provided education and upheld Algerian cultural and religious 

values. Despite opposition from the French authorities, she maintained the 

http://www.psychologyandeducation.net/
mailto:samiraboud@live.fr


PSYCHOLOGY AND EDUCATION (2024) 61(9): 1308-1323              

ISSN:1553-6939 
 

 
 

www.psychologyandeducation.net                                                                                             1309 
 

influence of the zawiya, supporting the resistance both financially and morally 

until her death in 1904. 

             These women demonstrated remarkable courage, leadership, and 

dedication to the cause of Algerian independence, shaping the country’s history 

with their sacrifices. 
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November Revolution, Kabylie region, Rahmaniyah Sufi order, French 

occupation, Hamel Zawiya El-Kassimia, Popular resistance, Female warriors, 

Political struggle, Military aid, Humanitarian role, Historical role, Liberation.  

Introduction: 

            Algeria witnessed armed popular resistances at the  begening of the 19th 

century, where the Algerian people, of diffrent backgrounds and classes 

participated to express their rejection of foreign Occupation on their land. Among 

the most prominent of these resistances was the resistance led by Emir 

Abdelkader, which Saw the participation of Algerian women, such as Lalla Zahra 

and Lalla khadidja, who joined under the leadership of the Emir and provided 

various forms of support, additionally. these were also popular resistances led by 

brave women like Lalla Fatma N'Soumer, Lalla Zineb Al-Qassimiya, and others. 

The role of Algerian women extended to political struggle within the national 

movement, where their participation was active and significant, culminating in 

the great role sacrifices they made during in the glorious November Revolution. 

The Role of Algerian Women in Emir Abdelkader's Resistance (1832-1847) 

             The resistance led by Emir Abdelkader is considered one of the most of 

the significant and prominent armed popular resistances in Algeria, known for its 

comprehensiveness and organization. It has been the Subject of many studies and 

writings, foreign and Arab, as well as Algerian. These works highlighted the 

genius and bravery of Emir Abdelkader1  in leading battles and his ability to 

organize his state, proving his military and political proves. Women also played a 

role in this resistance, represented by figures such as Lalla Zahra, his mother, Lalla 
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Kheira, his wife, and Lalla khadidja, his sister these women played important roles 

that cannot be overlooked2. 

          The involvement began with resitance fighter lalla Zahra, the first wife of 

Sheikh Maherddine Emir Adelkader’s father3. She was known for her wisdom, 

intelligence and foresight, and was proficient in reading and writing Arab She 

gave birth to Lalla Khadidja and Emir Abdelkader4 , and was herself from the 

Awlad Sidi Amr Bin Duba. She was considred the most cultured and 

knowledgeable woman in the region, and Mahieddine often consulted her, valuing 

her advice and  coun .She continued in this advisory role with her son, Emir 

Abdelkader later on. 

          In the testimony of the German traveler “ Wangner “ regarding Lalla Fahra5, 

he stated. The “Arabs” held the Emir’s mother in the the esteem 6   her 

compassion for the sick and poor earned her love of all the miserable and 

unfortunate7. 

           This personality and charisma earned Lalla Zahra a hight status in her 

community where she was held in respect and reverence among her people. Emir 

Abdelkader himself Often consulted her on various matters receiving advice and 

guidance. Historian “A. Delacroix “ 8 , in his testimony, described her as "a 

virtuous lady with dignified of age the goodness of spirit, she was the best advisor 

to her assessing wisdom and forsight”. Emir Abdelkader often referred to as the 

son of Lalla Zahra9. 

              In addition to these roles, she encouraged her son during battles and 

provided necessary medical aid to the wounded in his army, and supervised the 

mobile hospitals that accompanied the Emir’s army as it pursued the enemy. She 

even provided medical assistance to some French officers . 

            Count Erisan, in his testimony about Lalla Zahra, mentioned that "she 

received them with great hospitality and respect10, offering them food in her tent, 

and spoke to them saying that their violent presence in an independent and 

prosperous country with a civilization was injust to the Algerian people, and that 

inevitably one day they would return to their country in defeat11. 

 

         She shared Emir Abdelkader's views on women and their necessity ln 

contributing to and participating in the success of the popular resistant. She helped 
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recruit significant number of women, particularly from the Ghriss region near 

Mascara, who formed the Emir army’s base. These women did not stop there but 

also donated all their jewelry to purchase weapons, ammunition, and supplies to 

support the armed popular resistance. 

        The military sol that “Lalla Zahra” played was reinforced by a humanitarian 

role, reflected in her car for prisoners. A letter was found in the archives of 

Dupusch12 describing the condition of a mother with her two daughter who were 

prisoners at the residence of  Bay Miliana before  they were placed under of lalla 

Zahra , the mother of Emir Abdelkadir. The source mentioned that “they were 

staying in a special tent near of the Emir's mother's, and tow blakes slaves. 

         Were assigned to this esteemed lady to ensure her security, and no one was 

allowed to enter without permission every morning. She wass know for her 

assistance and support  to the Mujahid Alshrif ben Abdallah and his wife Mariem 

, where she gat hered a large number  of Mujahideen in areas like TOUGUERETE, 

Ouargla, and Rouissat, and  provided them with  supplies propaganda , and 

reinforcement13. 

             In the testimary of one of the French army commanders speaking about 

Lalla Zahra’s treatment of French European female prisoners. He said. « They 

have hid these things as much as possible from their soldiers because if they had 

known about them, it would have motivated them to fight Emir Abdelkader with 

the same enthusiasm and fervor ». 

      The eldest sister, Lalla Khadidja and her daughters Lalla Zahra de played a 

significant role in supporting Emir Abdelkader’s resistance. She was married to 

her cousin Sidi Mustafa bin Tayab wife,  was vappointed by the Emir in 1837 as 

successor in “ Alcharklala” 14 . She assisted 15  him when he took the oath of 

allegiance and mobilized women and tribes to donate their jewelry to purchase 

weapons and supplies for the Mujahideen.  
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      They were trusted as they stayed in the rear guard of the army but when 

Khadidja received the army and saw the soldiers determination weakening. Lalla 

Zahra,who stayed close provided her with necessary care and support during the 

fierce battle whennews of the Emir's marty of Djaafra.  Spread, she mounted her 

horse, gathered the army, and she supported them16 , comforted them in their 

hardship and strengthening their resolve. She addressed the soldiers saying "If my 

brother is gone, and the homeland will remain remembered until the end of time 

.these are his family and children, now in the care of God , and then in your care, 

so protect them until God reveals what is hidden". This stance reflects her great 

composure, strength and steadfastness17. 

 

The Role of Women in the Popular Resistance in the Kabylie Region 

 

           The role of "Lalla Khadija bint Belkanoun," the widow of "ALBACHE 

AGHA» "BELKACEM OUKASSI" and mother of "Lalla Fatma N'Soumer"18, is 

one of the  most prominent algerian women who have made  significant mark in 

the history of armed resistance, particularly in the Kabylie region19. Her name 

echoed from the highest peak in the Djurdjura Mountains and spread through the 

great Kabylie region. This great woman was able, thanks to her wisdom and 

leadership, to play a prominent role20. in raising her daughter Lalla N‘Soumar, 

and represent  her in the local  popular resistance . She belonged to the followers 

of the Rahmaniyah Sufi order, which was distinguished by its influences. She is 

considred one of the women who were respected and built for her in “Belbaza”, 

and she used to go to worship at the summit of Djurdura .She lived among her 

people , in the machedalah area, taking care of their needs and managing their 

affairs. However, when she was no longer able to manage the affairs of the zawiya 

(Sufi school), she asked Emir Abdelkader to assign 21  « Sheikh Al-Hajj Al-
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Bashir » to manage it, and she endorsed him. He remained there until his death in 

184122.   

    “ Lalla Fatima N’Soumer”,  born in 1830, was her mother’s successor in 

resisting the occupation in the Kabylie region. She hailed from a prestigious Sufi 

family and was raised in the Rahmaniyah Sufi order. She was the daughter of 

Sheikh Tayyib, who oversaw the Rahmaniyah Zawiya in Wargha. Lalla Fatima 

N’Soumer is considered one of the most prominent women who resisted the 

French occupation in the region, facing numerous French generals during her 

battles23. 

“Lalla Fatima N’Soumer” played a pioneering role in leading the armed popular 

resistance in the Kabylie region24 , receiving support and encouragement from 

Sheikh Al-Murabit and the rebel « Al-Hajj Omar, » the Sheikh of the Rahmaniyah 

Sufi order, who encouraged her to engage in jihad against the French occupation 

because of the bravery and love for jihad he saw in her25. The French historian 

« Louis Massignon »26 nicknamed her « Joan of Arc of Djurdjura, » comparing 

her to the French national heroine « Jeanne d’Arc».  However, she rejected this 

name, preferring the title « Khawla of Djurdjura»,  reflecting her adherence to the 

Islamic aspect of jihad and her emulation of Muslim female warriors27.  

         «Lalla Fatima » was not the only woman on the battlefield ; a group of 

women fought alongside her, either fighting the enemy beside men or providing 

supplies and tending to the wounded and sick. The number of women who fought 

alongside her was about two hundred and Lalla Fatima N’Soumer provided them 

with moral support, making her a role model they followed28. 

             Under these circumstances, General « Randon, » who became Governor-

General of Algeria on 11 December 1851, was given orders to suppress the 

resistance in the Djurdjura region and complete the occupation. He personally led 
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a military campaign in 185729 , and she herself led fierce resistance, inflicting 

heavy losses on the occupying forces30. 

           After several bloody battles, « Randon » managed to defeat the rebels and 

the leader « Lalla Fatima. » The battles intensified in the « Larbaa Nath Irathen » 

area, where the French prevailed in May 1857 31 . On 24June  1857, the 

« Icherriden » battle took place, giving the enemy an unforgettable lesson, 

showing that the people of Djurdjura were ready to defend their land and honor 

to the death. However, « Lalla Fatima » was forced to retreat, and the French army 

moved towards « Ait Tsourgh, » where the decisive battle took place. On 11 July 

1857, « Lalla Fatima » and the women with her, about two hundred in number, 

were captured, as the French feared a resurgence of resistance in the Djurdjura 

region32. 

The Role of Lalla Zineb El-Kassimia El-Hamlia in the Popular 

Resistance (1850-1904) 

           The Hamel33 Zawiya El-Kassimia, founded by « Sheikh Muhammad bin 

Abi Al-Qasim » ,is a prominent religious institution and one of the most famous 

zawiyas in Algeria. It played a significant role in religious education and the 

teaching of Quranic and jurisprudential sciences, as well as serving as a cradle for 

armed popular resistances. Here, the role of Lalla Zineb El-Kassimia El-Hamlia 

in managing this zawiya and supporting the armed popular resistance in the region 

emerged. She was known for her knowledge and courage. The French traveler 

« Paul Eudel »34 described her as : « She is a saint in Islam, inheriting that status 

from her great father, the founder Sheikh Muhammad bin Abi Al-Qasim, of noble 

lineage, and with all his spiritual authority and strong brotherhood, which he used 

to manage the zawiya, preventing any harm from coming to it. That is why 500 

or 600 enthusiasts gathered around her, protecting her from any hardship, 
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believing that this would make them valiant warriors in battles, leading them to 

fight bravely for her  The love for Lalla Zineb, which was solidified among her 

followers, is never-ending»35.  

               «Lalla Zineb » was born in the town of Hamel in Boussaada in 185036, 

She was the only daughter of « Sheikh Muhammad bin Abi Al-Qasim»,  the 

founder of the noble, Idrisid Hassani Hamel Zawiya37. « Sheikh Muhammad bin 

Abi Al-Qasim » was keen on teaching her the Arabic language, the Quran, and the 

principles of jurisprudence, preparing her for various responsibilities and duties. 

She had a strong background in Islamic sciences38 and excelled in mathematics, 

managing the waqf (endowment) properties of the zawiya during her father’s 

lifetime. She also took on the task of teaching women and helping them memorize 

the Quran, thus providing a form of free Arabic education for women through the 

zawiya39. 

          She stood against the French authorities who sought to pass the leadership 

of the zawiya to her cousin after her father’s death. However, her refusal to 

surrender led her to confront the French military commander General 

« Cruchard, » resisting the threats, house arrest 40 , and psychological warfare 

imposed on her. When her cousin tried to strip her of her authority and wealth, she 

hired the French lawyer « Maurice L’Admiral»41.  

            The French authorities objected to Lalla Zineb El-Hamlia El-Kassimia 

taking over the leadership of the zawiya due to her known courage, valor, and 

loyalty to the leaders of the armed popular revolutions, such as the sons of « Emir 

Abdelkader, » the sons of El-Mokrani, and the Bouaziz family, who were her 

closest allies and whom she inherited from her father42. « Coppolani » and his 

colleague « Dibon » counted more than 150,000 supporters of hers across many 

parts of the country43. In addition, she was wealthy, and the French authorities 
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sought to strip her of her wealth, knowing that a significant portion of it was spent 

to support the armed popular resistance44.  

             «Lalla Zineb El-Kassimia » assumed the leadership of the Hamel Zawiya 

during a critical and sensitive period when the French authorities were determined 

to eliminate the growing influence of the zawiyas in Algerian society and curb 

their support for and sheltering of armed popular resistances45.  

       She succeeded in asserting her presence in a closed male-dominated society, 

and the colonial administration regarded her with utmost caution. She fought in a 

civilized manner, building her community through education, upholding the 

Arabic language, religion, and the values of Algerian society. Following in her 

father’s footsteps, she took on the task of teaching men and women, addressing 

scholars in gatherings, until she passed away after a long illness in November 

190446. 

Conclusion : 

               In this article, we have reviewed examples of the struggle of Algerian 

women during the popular resistance in the 19th and early 20th centuries. These 

brave and heroic women had a significant and deep impact on society, such as 

Lalla Zahra and Lalla Khadija, who supported and assisted the resistance of Emir 

Abdelkader in western Algeria. Additionally, Lalla Khadija and her daughter Lalla 

Fatima N’Soumer, the heroic woman who led the resistance in the Djurdjura 

Mountains and inflicted heavy losses on the French forces, provided and created 

an excellent example of the valor and courage of Algerian women. Also, Lalla 

Zineb El-Kassimia El-Hamlia and her role in the popular resistance within the 

Rahmaniyah order, along with the repercussions of the French colonial policies 

and practices against her, demonstrated that Algerian women throughout the ages 
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were always in tune with history, shaping its details through their great sacrifices 

for freedom and liberation from all forms of occupation. 
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