PSYCHOLOGY AND EDUCATION (2024) 61(10): 544-554
ISSN: 1553-6939

The dialectics of the self and the other in contemporary Algerian poetry

“I Am the Universe” by Jilali Hallam - a critical sociological study

PhD (c) Messaoud chetoui 1
L University of Abu Al-Qasim Saadallah -Algiers 2. (Algeria), Messaoud.chetoui@univ-alger2.dz

Received:25 /08/2024 <Published: 10/10/2024

ABSTRACT:

Through this paper, we wanted to delve deeply into the issue of the duality of the self and the other in
contemporary Algerian poetry, and to highlight how this duality is central to the construction of
contemporary poetry, and how the poem “I am the Universe” by the poet Jilali Hallam reflects this problem,
as it shows The poem is the suffering of the poet’s ego and her sense of failure resulting from the sharp gap
between her ambition and the reality of Arab society, which is characterized by submission and surrender. It
also expresses the psychological conflict buried in the subconscious of every Arab Muslim “ego,” as a result
of the conflict existing between the Arab and Western civilizations. This approach to the poem reveals how
to employ the duality - the ego/the other - in expressing the concerns of the poet’s self and its existential and
cultural manifestations in light of the contemporary Arab reality, which reflects the depth of the poet’s
creative experience and his ability to artistically express the problems of this central duality in contemporary
poetry. We wanted to enrich our understanding through this objective discussion of the structure of
contemporary poetry and the ways of employing the duality of self and other in it. We also look forward to
further analysis and discussion of this vital aspect of contemporary Algerian and Arab poetry.

Keywords:
Contemporary Algerian poetry; the other; the ego; the central dualism; the Arab and the Western.
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