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Abstract: This study examines the significant influence of both distributive grammar and
generative transformational grammar on the development of modern Arabic linguistic studies.
It aims to compare the similarities and differences between these two approaches, focusing on
their impact on understanding the structure of the Arabic language, including syntax,
morphology, and semantics. Distributive grammar emphasizes the distribution of linguistic
elements and their grammatical roles within a sentence, considering language as a set of
distributive patterns that determine the placement of words and their interrelations. In
contrast, generative transformational grammar concentrates on the rules that generate sentence
structures from basic components. It is founded on the hypothesis of transformational rules
that convert surface structures into deep structures. The similarity between the two approaches
lies in their mutual attempt to explain sentence structure and understand the grammatical
relationships among various elements. However, the key difference lies in methodology:
distributive grammar focuses more on distributive patterns, while generative transformational
grammar prioritizes the transformational processes that produce sentences. Despite their
differences, the application of both approaches has significantly enriched the understanding of
syntactic structures in the Arabic language, opening new avenues for exploring Arabic
sentence constructions. Nevertheless, challenges persist in reconciling these theories within
the context of Arabic, which is characterized by complex syntactic and morphological
structures.

Keywords: Arabic language, Distributive grammar, Generative grammar, Syntax,
Transformational grammar.
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