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Abstract:

The concept of commitment has emerged in the Arab literary scene, particularly in the context
of engaged literature as envisioned by Sartre. The Arab intellectual landscape witnessed extensive
debates, especially in the second half of the twentieth century, often taking on ideological
dimensions due to the rise of diverse intellectual currents with various origins and orientations.

Commitment, in its prevalent understanding, fundamentally contradicts the modern concept of
literature, as it is perceived as a detrimental influence on art in general and a distortion of truth.
Literature's function is not political struggle. In this sense, those advocating for the utilization of
literature in the process of nation-building do a disservice to both literature and art while also
stripping the very process of construction of its intrinsic motivating and guiding spirit.

Thus, literary studies have placed great emphasis on the concepts of commitment and
obligation, successfully reflecting them in literature. Various intellectual movements have
contributed to shaping broad outlines for both concepts, as each is rooted in an individual and
societal consciousness. These concepts have had a significant impact and strong resonance in
literary criticism, linking literature to contemporary issues.

Commitment remains a crucial critical issue, as it has been widely employed as a critical,
literary, intellectual, and political term since the mid-twentieth century. It has been explored by
three major critical schools: socialist realism, existentialism, and political Islam. This raises the key
research question: To which school did Zhor Ounissi align herself in her writings? Was she
committed or obligated in presenting the issues in her literary works?

Keywords: Commitment, Zhor Ounissi, Realism.
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