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Abstract:

Contemporary Arabic novels seek to narrativize the cultural identity of the Arab-Islamic
nation, aiming to elevate it from the margins unjustly imposed by Western centralism to its rightful
position. This cultural identity is characterized by noble human values and intersections with
various cultures, intellectual trends, and humanistic orientations.

The Libyan Arab novelist Ibrahim al-Koni has made extensive efforts to shift the
"marginalized" desert space into the European "center." Through his prolific works, exceeding
ninety novels and literary contributions, he has presented the desert space as a realm of richness,
universality, myth, wonder, and noble values. His works have gained significant recognition in
Western literary circles, with numerous translations into different languages and international
awards across various European countries. Al-Koni has succeeded in globalizing the culture, magic,
and identity of the desert, drawing it into the scope of European centralism's interest.

This paper explores the extent to which the "Konian" novel—named after Ibrahim al-Koni—
has been able to express the Arab cultural identity as a desert-based identity. It also examines the
techniques used to narrativize this identity, granting it the wonder, strength, and uniqueness needed
to move it from the "margins"” to the “center.” The study aims to analyze this experience, shedding
light on its main features, characteristics, and narrative strategies employed to affirm this identity.

Keywords: identity, narrativization, Arabic novel, Ibrahim al-Koni, desert, Arab nation.
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