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After almost 10 years since the Romanian revolution of December 1989, both
the academic community and public opinion of Romania, have still many doubts
regarding the nature and the exact unfolding of those events. Peter Siani-
Davies, one of the few western researchers involved in the study of the
Romanian society, through his excellent work The Romanian Revolution of
December 1989 , offers a detailed account of the Romanian revolutionary
upheaval and of the difficult birth of democracy in Romania, giving at the same
time an important contribution on the elucidation of the myths and realities of
the Romanian revolution.

Following a linear and chronological structure, the author begins by analysing
the causes of the Romanian revolution of December 1989, identifying grounds
like the extreme food rationing that kept for years the population to the limit of
starvation, the persistent human rights abuses with a particular focus on the
restriction of abortions that determined the highest rates of maternal mortality
in Europe, the rigidity of command economy, the peculiarities of Ceausescu s
neo-Stalinist coercion-based regime, the lack of an organised dissidence
correlated to the general popular discontent and the changed international
context.

The author emphasises that this hardship of life conditions and the brutality of
the communist regime in Romania was not a novelty in 1989, and seeks in-
depth explanations of why the country erupted in revolution in December 1989
analysing the mechanisms of revolt and using detailed examples in connection
to a solid theoretical foundation.

The following chapters provide the reader with a descriptive, but also analytical
perspective of the events of December 1989, dividing it in two phases, prior
and post December 22nd, the date of the capture of Nicolae Ceausescu and the
establishment of the new leadership. With regard to the first phase, the author
pays a particular attention to events like the eruption of the revolution in
Timisoara, the escalation of the crisis through the spreading of revolts all over
the country and the succession of events in Bucharest, describing it literary
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hour by hour. As for the second phase, the author concentrates on the
description of the general chaos generated by the fear of the so called
terrorists  and on the active role played by the television in the shaping of the

events. The establishment of the new structure of power was based mainly on
the removal of the twin pillars of the old regime, namely the Ceausescu family
and the Securitate, the political police of the communist rule.

A particular emphasis is given by the author, in a separate chapter, to the
counter-revolutionary forces who were responsible for the impressive number
of victims, for the general confusion during the second part of the revolution
and for the violent character of the revolution. As this book brings out, many of
the above mentioned terrorists were part of the Securitate units, but their
importance was generally exacerbated, being manipulated by the new formed
government in order to gain legitimacy and to justify the unnecessary victims.
Regarding the central argument of the role of the Securitate forces in the
Romanian Revolution, the author also takes into account the conspiracy
theories about certain plotting inside the system against the rule of Ceausescu,
but concludes that the importance of such conspiracy prior to the overthrow of
the communism should not be over exacerbated.

The book under review also offers a concise and well documented account of
the formation of the new state administration under the leadership of Ion
Iliescu and the National Salvation Front (NFS) and examines the matrix of ideas
taken up by the Front. Beside giving a detailed picture of the structure and
composition of the Council of the National Salvation Front, the author puts
forward solid arguments for fact that even though apparently the general
platform of the NFS was based on a reformed socialism associated to a socialist
model of the market economy, in reality it was a non-ideological party
appealing only to the creation of a general consensus and an organic solidarity.

The Romanian Revolution of December 1989  has an excellent theoretical
background, examines the most notorious revolution theories and analyses in-
depth the events in 1989 in accordance to them. Moreover, it brings a valuable
contribution to the elucidation of the myths and realities of the Romanian
revolution, by analysing different perspectives on the events such as
revolution , coup d état  and popular uprising , and by giving space for a

fierce polemic over the nature of the revolutionary act.

It is important to notice that even if it takes into consideration the hypothesis of
coup d état  or coup de palace , widely debated among the international

academic community, the book under review concentrates strictly on the
revolutionary perspective of the analysed events, concluding that it was a
violent and involved mass mobilisation , which led to the storming of the

institutions of the old regime, followed by the establishment of revolutionary
councils .  Hence, the author provides us with a very prudent conclusion and
leaves the debate open. We consider important to point out that, event if the
reviewed book is based on excellent sources, it fails to bring into discussion the
documents of the communist archives, relying mainly on academic books and
on journalistic sources. This is a fundamental aspect considering that the very
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truth about the Romanian revolution of December 1989 can be known only
when the entire archives will be available to the researches, fact that can only
occur when all the ones accountable for the violent events will leave the
political scene of Romania.

To conclude, we can certainly argue that many of the unanswered questions on
the events of December 1989 can find their response in Peter Siani-Davies s
brilliant work about the Romanian revolution.
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The Editorial Board of Politikon, the International Association for Political Science
Students  Academic Journal, invites graduate and undergraduate students to submit
papers for review and possible publication.

Founded in 2001, the journal is published twice yearly and distributed in hard copy
and online to more than 10,000 IAPSS members in more than 40 countries on every
continent. Politikon publishes the best in undergraduate and graduate student
scholarship from around the world. Politikon is recognised globally for its position as
one of the leading academic journals publishing the work of students from across
the fields of political science and international relations. The peer-review and
refereeing process involves full Professors, leading academics and experts from
across the world and abstracts from Politikon are included in the International
Political Science Association s (IPSA) Annual International Political Science
Abstracts.

Politikon is funded through contributions from both private and public institutions.
These have included local and regional political science associations from
throughout Europe and, in recent times, the European Commission. As well,
Politikon benefits from IAPSS s partnerships with other established political science
associations  including IPSA, the International Studies Association (ISA) and the
European Political Science Network (epsNet)  with Politikon authors being invited
to attend and present their research at major conferences and seminars. Events
where Politikon authors have been invited include the 2006 ISA Annual Convention
in San Diego and the 2007 IPSA Congress in Fukuoka, with authors also being
invited to the 2007 ISA Annual Convention in Chicago and 2007 epsNet Plenary
Conference in Ljubljana.

In a crowded academic publication market Politikon has carved out a niche,
becoming on of the longest standing and most highly regarded journals of political
science and international relations for students in the world.

Articles submitted to the journal should meet the following standards:

 English language
 4000  7000 words, including footnotes
 Microsoft Word or RTF file format
 Fully referenced in Harvard style (see http://tinyurl.com/nsfcg)
 An abstract of no more than 125 words
 Biographical information of the author (no more than 50 words)
 Be concerned with political science, international relations, international law,

political economy, public policy or a related field.

From the issue 14, volume 1, the Politikon Editorial Board also welcomes book
reviews. Reviewed books should not be older than two years from the date of the
article submission. All articles should be encompassed between XXXX and XXXX
words. For all other features the previous outlined standards apply.

Submissions should be emailed directly to politikonjournal@iapss.org. A reply
confirming receipt will be sent within 48 hours.
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