
Physiotherapy, May 1985, vol 41 no 2 61

FU L L -T IM E  P H Y SIO T H R A PIS T

Full-tim e physiotherapist required for busy practice. 
An interest in sports injuries and orthopaedic rehabilita­
tion is necessary.

Apply Mr. Ivan Levinrad, telephone 640-2923 (home), 
786-4243 (work).

CORRESPONDENCE

To the Editor:
It was with great alarm , disappointm ent and even 

sadness tha t I read the editorial in the February  issue 
o f your journal. C an it be tha t there are still people 
who th ink tha t good students ju s t “happen”? Can it be 
that m ost o f the universities and Technikons in this 
country are wrong in their view about students (because 
m ost have student counselling centres with the main 
objective of paying attention  to  the intellectual and 
academ ic developm ent o f students)?

Please allow me a few specific rem arks. F irst, experi­
ential learning dem ands much m ore of the student in 
terms o f involvem ent in and com m itm ent to  training 
and becoming a true professional than does lecturing. 
This is so because now the student cannot come to 
class unprepared o r not pay proper attention  to  the 
work. The structure o f experiential learning is also such 
tha t the responsibility fo r the studen t’s learning no 

.longer rests with the lecturer. The student gets as much 
j>ut o f it as he puts into it. This approach forces the 
student to think for him self and enables the lecturer to 
see the real weak points in the studen t’s knowledge, 
attitudes, thinking and skills.

Secondly, the experiential m odel and the develop­
m ental m odel assist the lecturer in discerning w hat the 
“logical form ” is in which knowledge could be presented 
to the students.

Thirdly, it is a grave m istake to think of the young 
people at ou r universities merely in terms o f their being 
students and to  forget the fact th a t they are, first o f all, 
adolescents finding themselves in a developm ental crisis. 
How can one see these young people as being stable 
while they’re entering at least fou r years o f intensive 
turm oil and change?

Lastly, the adolescent entering university does not 
yet have a p roper in ternal fram e of reference — a 
philosophy of life, if you like. How  on earth  could a
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person who does no t even know who he/she  is and 
how he/she  should evaluate the world at large, be able 
to internalize knowledge on h is /her own?  They can 
learn it — and m any cannot even do that properly on 
their own — but they m ust be guided in developing 
their intellectual po ten tia l into an intellectual ability.

Dr J. M eyer (D .Phill., Counselling Psychology)
Senior Counselling Psychologist: S tudent Counselling 
Service, U O FS

We were p leased  to have stim u la ted  som e response 
to the editorial. In  reply to  the p o in ts  made:
1. To the ed ito r’s know ledge all Physiotherapy teaching 

departm ents use a variety o f  m ethods to  present the  
material. The subject m atter is such that practical 
classes, dem onstra tions, c lin ical d iscussions and  
presentations, seminars, etc. as well as lectures are 
essential. This is noth ing new.

2. The size o f  the classes is increasing. I f  each individual 
studen t has to be catered fo r , lecturers will have no  
tim e to perform  a m ost im portant aspect o f  their 
duties viz. research.

3. A  person  “who does no t even know  w ho h e /she  is 
and  how  h e /she  shou ld  evaluate the w orld  at large’’ 
shou ld  no t have the right to vote, thus having a say 
in the governm ent o f  the country. Yet the m ajority  
o f  the students do have this right. A re  yo u  not 
underestim ating the students?

4. We do agree that som e students need guidance, but 
with adequate selection the m ajority shou ld  m anage  
independently.
We acknow ledge the receipt o f  a letter fr o m  H. C. 

Graham B.Sc. Fisio UOVS. This m ade similar com ­
m ents. Owing to  lack o f  space, bo th  letters could  no t 
be printed.
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