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What Does Student Membership o f the 
South African Society o f Physiotherapy 
Mean to You?
INGRID MARREN

T h e  S .A .S .P . is d iv id ed  in to  a  n u m b er o f reg ional 
b ran ch es. S tu d e n t m em b ersh ip  falls u n d e r th e  b ra n ch  
w hich  serves th e  a rea  w here  th e  tra in in g  c en tre  is 
s ituated .

A  s tu d e n t m em b er en joys a v a rie ty  o f privileges o f 
th e  S o c iety  a t a  very  re aso n a b le  p rice . T h e  S .A .S .P . 
jo u rn a l  w hich you  receive is p a id  fo r o u t o f y o u r 
subscrip tions. C o m p are  y o u r su b scrip tio n  w ith  the price 
o f  an  in d iv idual Jo u rn a l!

T h e  stu d en ts  as a  g ro u p  sh o u ld  also  receive the 
reg io n a l n ew sle tter. T h is  co n ta in s  in fo rm a tio n  o f all 
local events o f  in te rest. Several o f these new sletters 
have su m m aries o f lec tu res, jo b  o p p o rtu n itie s  as well as 
new s of courses and  sem inars p resen ted  by the  b ran ch . 
N o tice  is also  given o f lec tu res o rg an ized  by the  local 
execu tive . A ny  o th e r  cou rses o r sy m p o sia  o f in te res t to  
th e  p ro fession  a re  also  advertised  in the  new sletter.

T h e  b ran ch es  p re sen t prizes to  deserv ing  s tu d en ts  fo r 
acad em ic  ach iev em en t. In  th e  case  o f a  needy  and 
dese rv in g  p e rso n , loans o r  b u rsa ries  are  g ra n te d  to 
assist in p o st-g ra d u a te  study.

T h e  S .A .S .P . is th e  o fficial m o u th  p iece in n eg o ti­
a tio n s on  c o n d itio n s  o f  service and  salaries . F u r th e r ­
m ore, it is the  official c o n ta c t w ith  the  m ed ia  viz. rad io , 
television  and  th e  press.

T h ere  are  on -go ing  effo rts  to  fam ilia rise  the  public  
w ith  the  p ro fessio n  o f P h y s io th e rap y . T h e  recen tly  held 
“ B ack  w eek ” is a  goo d  e x am p le  o f  th is. T h e  a im  o f
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“ B ack w eek” w as to  p ro v id e  a  service to  th e  p ub lic  w ith 
regard  to  b ack  care  a n d  the  p rev en tio n  o f  b ack  p ro b ­
lem s. A n  im p ro v em en t in the  p ro fessio n al im age of 
P h y s io th e rap y  was a lso  env isioned . M ed ica l aw areness 
is s tim u la ted  by o u r  p u b lish in g  articles in th e ir  jo u rn a ls .

T h e re  a re  v a rio u s  specia l in te re s t g ro u p s  to  be  fo u n d  
in the  Society  e.g. o b ste tric , m an ip u la tio n s , p rivate  
p ra c titio n ers , h o sp ita l and  lec tu rers g ro u p s. S tu d en ts  
m ay  a lso  jo in  these  g ro u p s . L ec tu res an d  co u rses p e r ti­
n e n t to  these specific  in te res ts  a re  o rg an ized  to  ex ten d  
know ledge  and  ex pertise . E .g. th e  p riv a te  p ra c titio n e rs  
supply  in fo rm a tio n  on  the  o rg an iza tio n  o f a  new  p rivate  
p ractice .

As a q u alified  p h y sio th e ra p is t you  can  be  in su red  
aga in st m alp rac tice  c la im s by jo in in g  the  g ro u p  in su r­
ance schem e.

In  th e  w hole o f  th e  R S A  th ere  a re  ap p ro x im ate ly  
200 0  registered  p h y sio th erap ists . N o t all a re  m em bers 
o f th e  S ocie ty . S o m e o f th e  la tte r  a rg u e  th a t  the  
su b sc rip tio n  (in clud ing  in su ran ce  and  th e  Jo u rn a l)  is 
to o  h igh . A t p re sen t the  su b sc rip tio n  is R 39 —  i.e. 
a b o u t R 4 ,00  p e r m o n th  — a b o u t h a lf  th e  m o n th ly  
te lep h o n e  ren ta l charges!

T hese  p h y sio th e ra p is ts  also  m ain ta in  th a t “ th e y ” 
(m ean in g  the  S .A .S .P .)  do  n o th in g  fo r th e  ind iv idua l. 
N a tu ra lly  they  have never tak en  p a r t in  any Society  
activ ities and  k n o w  n o th in g  a b o u t  w h a t the  Society  
rep resen ts. A s a  m em b er one  h as  the  o p p o r tu n ity  to 
serve on  v a rio u s local co m m ittees as well as to  suggest 
any  w id er ch anges. T hese  w ou ld  th en  be d iscussed  at 
the  b ienn ial C ouncil M eetings.

E very  s tu d e n t m em b er is essen tia l in o rd e r to  m ake 
the  Socie ty  really  rep resen ta tiv e  and  to  keep  y oung  in 
sp irit and  o u tlo o k . M ak e  use o f  the  p riv ilege th a t is 
yours.
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