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“Do not wait for extraordinary circumstances to do good action; try to use ordinary situ-
ations.”
—Jean-Paul Richter

DUCATION, by common consent, is a sophisticated endeavor. As human society
advances, people impose increasingly high standards for the quality of education.
Educational research has been instrumental in driving educational development and opti-
mizing the function of education. In its broad sense, educational research spans investiga-
tions, observations, experiments, systematic discourse and comparative analyses of all
phenomena, issues, technologies, strategies, and paradigms arising in the field of educa-
tion as well as cross-disciplinary studies that relate to education. In its narrow sense, edu-
cational research is mainly concerned with education and teaching activities at all levels
of schooling (Wang, 1999).
The rise of educational research worldwide was since the turn of the 20th century.
In Europe, for example, Sweden established its educational research and development bu-
reau in 1926; England and Welsh set up the national educational research foundation in
1947; France established its national education research institute in the 1960s; Spain built
its national educational research center in 1969 (Gretler, 2007). In the United States, the
Congress enacted the “2000 Goals: American Education Act” in 1994, which stipulated in
Article 9 that the Department of Education establish the Office of Educational Research
and Improvement to strengthen the management, popularization, and funding of educa-
tional research in primary and secondary schools; to provide educational research training
programs; and to improve the quality of teaching in public schools to reach national edu-
cation goals (Heise, 1994). Japan’s Educational Employees Special Law provides that ed-
ucational personnel have the responsibility to constantly undertake educational research to
enhance their professional competence. All types of educational research agencies have
been set up in and out of schools in Japan, including the National Institute for Educational
Policy Research (Dong, 2005).
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In the meantime, chief international organizations have also engaged heavily in
educational research to reach thorough understanding of the status quo of global education,
provide specific advice to nations around the world, and formulate strategies to coordinate
and promote the development of education in various countries. These international or-
ganizations include the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, the
European Council, and United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,
among others, having played a significant role in the research and formulation of educa-
tion policies for the global community (Huang, 2011)

Teacher professional development necessitates organizational support as well as
personal endeavor. According to Thomas et al. (1998), contemporary teacher education
places a greater value on the “learning community” than on individualistic effort. Teach-
ers should see peer support as an important resource for personal career development and
seek to broaden professional horizons through collegial interaction. Education and teach-
ing research provide teachers with opportunities to continuously upgrade their profession-
al competence in a learning community and consequently, enhance the quality of educa-
tion.

Each country’s educational research system has its own national characteristics,
varying in the scale, components, and structure. It has typically gone through basic pro-
cesses such as initiation, development (localization), and institutionalization. As a country
with the largest-scale basic education system and biggest number of teachers in the world,
it is particularly important for China to build an educational research system that suits its
national conditions. After more than 70 years of exploration, China has successfully de-
veloped its five-level education and teaching research system (ETRS), based on its na-
tional education experiences (Qi & Hu, 2019).

China’s five-level ETRS is an integral part of its powerful basic education system.
The Five-level Education and Teaching Education System: A Distinctively Chinese Re-
search Mechanism for Basic Education in this issue gives a relatively complete picture of
the evolution of the system and pinpoints its functions and advantages (Zhou, 2024). It fa-
cilitates our understanding of the unique value of the ETRS in promoting high-quality de-
velopment of education and teacher professional development in China. We believe that
the article can also provide implications for the worldwide development of educational re-
search.

References

Dong, S. (2005). The development of school-based education research ability in foreign primary and sec-
ondary teachers: A chief pathway for teacher professional development. Primary and Secondary
Schooling Abroad, 2005(4):5-9. Available at:
https://kns.cnki.net/kcms2/article/abstract?v=aHgEko1xHjiBXPETBUzGMNA-
NjSO9mTbHcKiknRB6dRDQQ5MXzDa81duzbZo vXhBtNYBO3rLZeYhYJf IWCAVFjf52IRTnY6
fFEXMBsMFi0Tvwv3Cmh2D9vP6WId1c4O&uniplatform=NZKPT&language=CHS

Gretler, A. (2007). The International Social Organization of Educational Research in Europe: Reviewing the
European Educational Research Association as an Example—Facts and Questions. European Educa-
tional Research Journal, 6(2):174-189. DOI: https://doi.org/10.2304/eer].2007.6.2

Heise, M. (1994). Goals 2000: Educate America Act: The federalization and legislation of educational poli-
cy. Fordham Law Review, 63(02):345. Available at: https:/ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/flr/vol63/iss2/2

Huang, D. (2011). A Transition from a Top-down to Bottom-up Education Research System (doctoral dis-
sertation). Hunan Normal University.

SIEF, Vol.21, No.1, 2024 3306


https://kns.cnki.net/kcms2/article/abstract?v=aHgEko1xHjiBxPETBUzGMNA-NjS9mTbHcKiknRB6dRDQQ5MXzDa81duzbZo_vXhBtNYBO3rLZeYhYJf_lWCAVFjf52lRTnY6fFXMBsMFi0Tvwv3Cmh2D9vP6Wld1c4O&uniplatform=NZKPT&language=CHS
https://kns.cnki.net/kcms2/article/abstract?v=aHgEko1xHjiBxPETBUzGMNA-NjS9mTbHcKiknRB6dRDQQ5MXzDa81duzbZo_vXhBtNYBO3rLZeYhYJf_lWCAVFjf52lRTnY6fFXMBsMFi0Tvwv3Cmh2D9vP6Wld1c4O&uniplatform=NZKPT&language=CHS
https://kns.cnki.net/kcms2/article/abstract?v=aHgEko1xHjiBxPETBUzGMNA-NjS9mTbHcKiknRB6dRDQQ5MXzDa81duzbZo_vXhBtNYBO3rLZeYhYJf_lWCAVFjf52lRTnY6fFXMBsMFi0Tvwv3Cmh2D9vP6Wld1c4O&uniplatform=NZKPT&language=CHS
https://doi.org/10.2304/eerj.2007.6.2
https://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/flr/vol63/iss2/2

Qi, T. & Hu, H. (2019). A review of the 70-year development of the functions of the education and teaching
research system in basic education: Plus a discussion of the conceptual evolution of educational re-
search. Curriculum, Teaching Materials and Methods, 2019(9):79-87. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.19877/j.cnki.kcjcjf.2019.09.013

Thomas, G., Wineburg, S., Grossman, P., Myhre, O., & Woolworth, S. (1998). In the company of col-
leagues: An interim report on the development of a community of teacher learners. Teaching and
Teacher Education: An International Journal of Research and Studies, 14(1):21-32. DOI:
http://doi.org/10.1016/S0742-051X(97)00058-9

Wang, M. (1999). On Foreign Language Instruction: Teaching Research, Methods, and Arts. Hefei: Anhui
People’s Publishing House.

Zhou, Y. (2024). The five-level education and teaching research system: A distinctively Chinese research

mechanism for basic education. Science Insights Education Frontiers, 21(1):3349-3361. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.15354/sief.24.re342

Correspondence to:

Xiaogiao Cheng

Nanjing Normal University
Nanjing 210024, Jiangsu

China

E-mail: xgcheng2008@vip.163.com

Conflict of Interests: None
Doi: 10.15354/sief.24.c0276

SIEF, Vol.21, No.1, 2024 3307


https://doi.org/10.19877/j.cnki.kcjcjf.2019.09.013
http://doi.org/10.1016/S0742-051X(97)00058-9
https://doi.org/10.15354/sief.24.re342
mailto:xqcheng2008@vip.163.com

