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Help Your Students Become DataWISE with  
NCSE’s New Tool

National Center for Science Education

Full listing of authors and contacts can be 
found at the end of this article.

What Is DataWISE?
Are you frustrated with the misinformation you see 

daily in the media? Looking for new ways to engage 
students in applying scientific reasoning to everyday 
issues? Hoping to integrate media literacy into your 
curriculum, but not sure where to begin? NCSE is excit-
ed to share our new DataWISE tool that combines sci-
ence practices and media literacy skills into a coherent 
framework for critically analyzing data-based claims. 

WISE represents four key aspects of data literacy 
— three questions and one action — that should be 
considered when we encounter a claim that requires 
scientific information to support it:

W - Is this worthy of attention.
I - Inspect the data.
S - Does this make sense?
E - What emotion is activated?

We like that the acronym spells wise, which re-
minds students of the importance of using good 
judgment. However, the order of the WISE steps is 
intentional. When we are doing science, we are always 
asking one key question: Is the claim supported by 
evidence? The Inspect and Sensemaking steps focus 
on data analysis to support claims - a critical science 
practice. When we encounter claims in everyday life, 
we have to be careful though. Not everyone is playing 
by the rules of science, so we need to consider potential 
motives, bias, mistakes, and appeals to emotion with 
the Worthiness and Emotion steps.
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Abstract
Are you frustrated with the misinformation you see daily in the media? NCSE is excited to share our new 
DataWISE tool that combines science practices and media literacy skills into a coherent framework for criti-
cally analyzing data-based claims.

Reprinted with permission from the National Center for Science Education.

“DataWISE is a tool that scaffolds 
key science practices and media 
literacy skills to guide students 

in critical analysis of data-based 
claims.” (NCSE)

Access DataWISE
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https://ncse.ngo/
https://ncse.ngo/datawise?utm_medium=email&utm_source=cc_ncse&utm_campaign=nov_ncseteach_2024&utm_content=datawise-feature 

