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Abstract: Educational inequalities are deeply rooted in many societies and persist despite efforts to create more
equitable systems. These inequalities refer to unequal educational resources, opportunities, and outcomes among
societal groups, and are often based on socioeconomic status, race, ethnicity, gender, and geographic location.
Addressing educational inequalities is paramount because they hinder social mobility and economic development
and perpetuate broader social injustices.

This essay examines the factors that contribute to educational inequalities, drawing on insights from the reviewed
literature. The essay then explores potential strategies to address these inequalities, with the aim of contributing
to the ongoing debate and encouraging a more comprehensive and holistic approach towards educational equity.
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Introduction

Educational inequalities are deeply rooted in many societies and persist despite efforts to create more equitable
systems. These inequalities refer to unequal educational resources, opportunities, and outcomes among societal
groups [1]. They are often based on socioeconomic status, race, ethnicity, gender, and geographic location [3].
Currently, people's most intense reflection on the issue of educational inequalities is that students have significant
differences in the opportunity, degree, and quality of education, especially high-quality education. The difference
is manifested between regions, urban and rural areas, schools, and different social groups. Some phenomena in
life make people have intuitive and personal feelings about it. Addressing educational inequalities is paramount
because they hinder social mobility and economic development and perpetuate broader social injustices [2,4].
From the pedagogy perspective, educational equity is a value orientation for formulating policies and allocating
educational resources. Its external manifestation is the norms and principles of rational allocation of educational
resources. The essence should be the fairness of the physical and mental development of the educated. That is the
fairness of the educational achievements of the educated. From the education perspective, the issue of education
equity in different periods is different. Decision makers solve the corresponding education equity problems
according to the level of social development and the main problems faced in different periods. In addition, some
scholars argue that education equity is holistic but cannot be separated from social equity as an independent issue.
Educational equity as a social problem and educational equity as an educational problem are inseparable.
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Educational inequalities are difficult to eradicate due to a complex interplay of socioeconomic, systemic, cultural,
and policy-related issues [5-6]. This essay will examine these factors and draw on the insights from the reviewed
literature to shed light on the persistent challenge of educational inequalities and explore potential strategies to
address them. By doing so, we aim to contribute to the ongoing debate and encourage a more comprehensive and
holistic approach towards educational equity.

1. Socioeconomic factors

In education, we can understand the connotation of educational equity from three aspects: First, it refers to the
equal rights and obligations of school-age children and adolescents to receive education, and should not be subject
to any discrimination. Second, school-age children and young adults enjoy relatively equal opportunities and
conditions and the same public education resources and services, and to a certain extent tilt to the vulnerable
groups. Third, equal opportunities for educational outcomes or success after receiving the education. In a word,
it refers to the fairness of the educational starting point, process, and result.

Turning to socioeconomic factors, which significantly perpetuate educational inequalities, often determine
student resources and opportunities. These factors, such as poverty, parental education, and neighborhood
resources, create a complex web of challenges that contribute to the persistence of educational inequalities.
Poverty, parental education, and neighborhood resources create a complex web of challenges contributing to
continuing educational inequalities. While academic economics has spread worldwide, there has been a serious
economic crisis in the West. Some countries hoped to promote economic recovery through large-scale investment
in education but failed. The contradiction between the sluggish economy and the continuous expansion of
education has led to various problems that cannot be explained by human capital theory. Therefore, scholars have
begun to understand the limitations of human capital theory, try to eliminate its shackles, and adopt new methods
to analyze the relationship between education and the economy. They believed that the concept that the human
capital theory about education can improve people's cognitive ability, improve labor productivity, and promote
economic growth is not correct. The role of education is not mainly to improve people's cognitive level but to
screen people with different abilities.

With the development of the economy and society, education has gradually become an important factor affecting
personal occupation, income, and even social status. The concept of education as an important family investment
has been deeply rooted in the minds of the people. They pay more and more attention to their children's education.
Coupled with the universalization of the only child, parents want their children to receive a high-quality education.
This will inevitably lead to the contradiction between the growing demand for high-quality educational resources
and the shortage of supply, making the problem of educational equity increasingly prominent. Children from low-
income families often face significant barriers to accessing quality education, such as limited resources and the
inability to attend better-funded schools [3]. In addition, they may experience stress, hunger, and unstable living
conditions. These would negatively impact their academic performance and well-being [1].

Parental education levels also profoundly influence children's educational outcomes, with children of more
educated parents receiving more support and facing higher expectations, while those of less educated parents may
experience the intergenerational transmission of educational inequality [4,6]. Furthermore, their neighborhood
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and community often influence the quality of education available to students. Schools in disadvantaged areas
receive less funding and resources, leading to poorer educational outcomes [2]. Social networks and community
organizations within these neighborhoods may also provide limited support for educational opportunities,
exacerbating educational disparities [5].

Regarding the relationship between education and society, sociologists have formed their theoretical schools from
different perspectives. Among them, the representative Western educational sociology theories are functional
theory, conflict theory, interpretation theory, and Weberian educational theory. Their theories have made great
contributions to the development of education.

2. Systemic factors

Systemic factors within educational systems contribute to the persistence of educational inequalities by creating
and reinforcing disparities in access, quality, and opportunities. First, funding disparities lead to an unequal
distribution of educational resources, with schools in affluent areas often receiving more funding and better
facilities than those in disadvantaged areas [2-3]. Educational resources refer to the investment in education,
including human and material resources. It specifically includes a series of education-related resources such as
education funds, education personnel, and education equipment. The rational allocation of education is not only
related to the healthy development of education itself, but also affects the future of the country. In the same region,
local financial investment in strong schools is higher than in weak ones. Some officials are keen on the
construction of key schools and demonstration schools and put financial and material resources into key and
demonstration schools. There is a serious shortage of funds for ordinary schools, especially some schools in
remote areas. The limited educational resources need to be more reasonably allocated, which leads to the
unbalanced development of inter-school education.

Second, it is necessary to adjust the evaluation system of education and explore the evaluation system for non-
cognitive ability in addition to the evaluation of professional knowledge and skills. Currently, some schools have
begun to pay attention to the significance of comprehensive quality evaluation, but academic performance in the
comprehensive quality evaluation system still occupies the core position. To realize the all-round development of
students, the integrated, comprehensive evaluation should be transformed into a more diversified and
comprehensive evaluation, and multiple evaluation systems should be set up for different types of students.

In addition, teacher quality can also vary significantly, with experienced and highly qualified teachers more likely
to work in well-funded schools [5]. The development of teaching staff is not balanced. Urban teachers are
abundant, teaching equipment is perfect, and most talented teachers choose to serve in critical urban schools with
good prospects. In addition, rural teachers are not professional, on-the-job training is complex, and the treatment
is low, resulting in an extreme lack of rural teachers. The subsidy issued by the local government is difficult to
implement. Under the pressure of the economy, the flow of outstanding rural teachers to schools with abundant
educational resources has led to a further widening of the gap between urban and rural areas, between elementary
schools and ordinary schools. School segregation by socioeconomic status, race, or ethnicity concentrates
disadvantaged students in underresourced schools [1], limiting diversity and opportunities for interaction with
peers from different backgrounds [4].
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In the development of education in various countries, the equality of educational opportunities is a widely
accepted educational concept, as well as a historical practice. The concept of educational equality evolves with
the development of practice. In the international community, the formation of the concept of equal opportunity in
education is marked by two principles, which were specifically proposed in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 1948: (1) the abolition of racial discrimination;
(2) Everyone has an equal right to education. Standardized testing and tracking systems perpetuate inequalities
by placing students on different educational trajectories based on test scores or perceived abilities,
disproportionately affecting disadvantaged students who may have had limited opportunities to develop their
skills or knowledge [3,5]. There is still room for improvement in the depth, breadth, and height of the interaction
between the imperfect system and the quality of education, and its evaluation criteria and evaluation system need
to be further improved, which is also an important part of the current research.

3. Cultural factors

Cultural factors also contribute to educational inequalities by influencing expectations, values, and attitudes
toward education within families and communities. Cultural factors have a profound impact on personal career
choice and career planning. After the change in economic situation, the influence of culture still exists. Therefore,
cultural differences are one of the important manifestations of inequality in higher education. Some studies mainly
focus on the differences in admission opportunities and training results, and this result difference is often
measured by salary level. There is no in-depth discussion on the training process, especially the academic culture.
We can discuss this issue from the following aspects. First, societal beliefs about the value of education, the
importance of specific subjects, and the roles of different genders or social groups can shape individual aspirations
and motivations for academic achievement [1]. Additionally, cultural stereotypes and implicit biases can impact
teacher expectations and student performance, perpetuating gaps in educational outcomes [2]. For example,
children living in wealthy families have a clearer desire for education due to the influence of family culture.
However, due to the limitation of cultural consciousness, the children of the poorer class are restrained in their
desire to receive education. This is the cause of unfair education. Language barriers and cultural differences can
also challenge students from diverse backgrounds, leading to disparities in access to quality education and support
[6]. Culture is a social phenomenon, including the values of a country or nation, traditional customs, literature
and art, geography, history, etc. The diversity of culture leads to great psychological differences between cultural
groups. Educators pay more and more attention to the differences in the attention of students from different
cultural backgrounds and realize the influence of students' characteristics on their learning and the effect of
teaching. In teaching, teachers pay attention to cultural differences, design corresponding teaching modes and
adopt reasonable teaching methods according to the differences in students' attention processing. This is
conducive to improving students' learning efficiency and teachers' teaching quality, which is of great significance
to teaching work.

4. Policy challenges and limitations

Policy challenges and limitations further complicate efforts to address educational inequalities. Policymakers face
difficulties in designing and implementing interventions that effectively target these disparities' root causes and
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evaluate their impact [3]. In addition, the interconnected nature of socioeconomic, systemic, and cultural factors
often requires a multifaceted approach, which can be challenging to coordinate and sustain [1].

For example, in the United States, foreign language courses are mainly divided into academic year courses,
summer courses, after-school courses, and weekend courses. Students' demand for foreign language courses is
great, the needs of different students vary greatly, and there are insufficient teachers and limited classrooms. The
commonly used foreign language teaching method is to cooperate with neighboring institutions, such as nearby
universities, private language schools, and traditional language teaching institutions, which not only enhances the
flexibility of the curriculum but also meets the students' foreign language learning needs in a broader range, and
can effectively alleviate the problem of insufficient teachers. By adopting such a cooperation agreement, schools
can provide students with rich foreign language teaching without deliberately setting a minimum number of
students in each language or adding additional teaching staff. More and more schools rely on neighboring
institutions' curricula and teaching facilities to learn foreign languages.

Limited resources and competing priorities within educational systems may also hinder the adoption and
implementation of comprehensive reforms [5]. The uneven distribution of educational resources widens the gap
between the rich and the poor. Educational equity means that every educated person has the right to equal
education. However, the different living standards of residents lead to the inequality of educational opportunities.
Moreover, political resistance and ideological differences can obstruct progress in addressing educational
inequalities [4]. While politics affects the purpose of education, it will inevitably affect the content of education
because the content of education is the primary condition and means for achieving the purpose of education. The
purpose of education is achieved by teaching the education content to the educated people. Therefore, the
government of every era and country attaches great importance to the choice of educational content. The textbook
review system in modern society reflects the attention of the ruling class to education. The content and level of
knowledge taught in school do not depend entirely on the ruler's will. However, the ruling class can determine
what is selected and what is excluded. Consequently, tackling educational disparities necessitates a collaborative,
evidencebased, and persistent approach from policymakers, educators, and other stakeholders to overcome these
challenges and limitations.

5. Strategies to address educational inequalities

Educational equity should be an important concept for the government to make educational decisions. For a
country, realizing educational equity is an essential symbol of social progress and development. To effectively
address educational inequalities, there are several strategies can be employed. They include targeted investment
in under-resourced schools to reduce funding disparities and recruit and retain highquality teachers for
disadvantaged areas [2]. The measure to promote educational equity is to rationally allocate educational resources.
Managers should further narrow the gap between urban and rural areas and regional education development.
Rationally allocate educational resources, especially public ones, with financial investment; focus on rural,
remote, and poor areas. And actively promote the conditions of schools in poor areas to meet the basic national
standards as soon as possible. Second, promoting socioeconomic and racial integration in schools can help break
down barriers and foster diverse learning environments [1]. Third, policies to reduce poverty and support parental
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involvement in education can also mitigate disparities by addressing underlying socioeconomic factors [6]. It is

necessary to improve the national education funding policy system to effectively and comprehensively cover the

groups of schools at all levels.

Furthermore, reforming standardized testing and tracking systems and challenging cultural stereotypes and biases

within educational systems can promote more equitable opportunities for all students [3]. To ensure the

effectiveness of these strategies, collaboration among policymakers, educators, and other stakeholders is essential,

along with ongoing evaluation and adjustment of policies and interventions [5].

6. Conclusion

To sum up, educational inequalities are deeply rooted and difficult to eradicate because of socioeconomic,

systemic, and cultural factors, policy challenges, and limitations. Addressing these inequalities is crucial to

ensuring all students have equitable access to quality education and academic and personal growth opportunities.

Through targeted investments in under-resourced schools, teacher recruitment and retention, promotion of

integration, support for families, and reform of testing and tracking systems, it is possible to make progress in

reducing disparities. By fostering collaboration among policymakers, educators, and other stakeholders and

continuously evaluating and adapting strategies, society can work towards creating more inclusive and equitable

education systems that serve the needs of all students.
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