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Abstract This expanded article provides an in-depth exploration of innovative approaches to teaching the
mother tongue—particularly the Uzbek language—within the framework of modern education. As global
pedagogical paradigms shift toward learner autonomy, digital integration, and competency-based
instruction, mother-tongue education must adopt updated methodologies that correspond to the intellectual,
technological, and cultural needs of 21st-century learners. The article reviews theoretical foundations,
interactive and digital instructional approaches, corpus-based learning, project methodologies, alternative
assessment strategies, sociocultural considerations, and systemic challenges. Practical recommendations for
teachers, administrators, and policymakers are provided.
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Introduction. Mother-tongue education forms the foundation of national identity, cognitive development, and
cultural continuity. In Uzbekistan, the Uzbek language serves not only as a means of everyday communication
but also as a repository of historical memory, artistic creativity, and intellectual tradition. As educational
reforms progress and integration with global standards intensifies, the teaching of the mother tongue must
evolve accordingly. Traditional grammar-centered, teacher-centered, and textbook-focused approaches no
longer meet the demands of the modern learner, who requires digital literacy, critical thinking, communicative
competence, and creativity.

The purpose of this article is to analyze a full spectrum of innovative methods aimed at enhancing Uzbek
mother-tongue instruction in general secondary, academic lyceum, vocational, and higher education contexts.
The article discusses methodological transformations, digital technologies, multimodal learning strategies,
formative evaluation systems, and interdisciplinary approaches.

Methodology. Theoretical Foundations of Modern Mother-Tongue Teaching. Linguodidactics emphasizes
that the mother tongue is both a subject of study and a cognitive tool. Through the mother tongue, learners
perceive the world, classify experiences, and express abstract concepts. Modern linguodidactic theory stresses
the importance of developing linguistic, communicative, pragmatic, and cultural competencies through
interactive, meaningful, and purposeful activities. Teaching must shift from the transmission of rules to the
development of functional language use.

Results. Cognitive psychology demonstrates that the mother tongue supports memory formation, schema
development, metalinguistic awareness, and analytical reasoning. Students trained through inquiry-based
learning develop stronger cognitive flexibility and problem-solving abilities. Innovative instruction therefore
incorporates classification tasks, mind-mapping, conceptual-frame analysis, comparison tasks, and
interpretation of multimodal texts.

The Uzbek language is inseparable from cultural values, oral traditions, literature, and national worldview.
Innovative approaches should integrate folklore, proverbs, historical texts, and contemporary literature
through meaningful activities that connect language with lived experience. The sociocultural framework
emphasizes respectful representation of dialect diversity and inclusive pedagogy.

Discussion. Uzbekistan’s educational reforms promote competency-based outcomes in reading, writing,
speaking, listening, thinking, digital literacy, and cultural awareness. Innovative teaching supports these
competencies through student-centered tasks, digital tools, autonomous learning strategies, and authentic
assessment practices.
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Goals and Objectives of Contemporary Mother-Tongue Teaching. Learners must master phonetics,
orthography, morphology, and syntax while understanding semantic nuances, stylistic variation, and
pragmatic norms. Innovative methods develop linguistic competence through real-life communicative tasks
rather than isolated drills.

Students should be able to read various genres—Iliterary, informational, scientific, and digital. Writing
competence includes academic writing, narrative creativity, functional writing, and digital composition.
Speaking and listening skills require interactive and multimodal engagement.

Learners must appreciate literary heritage, understand symbolic language, and interpret cultural meanings.
Innovations include digital exhibitions, virtual museum tours, and multimedia interpretations of classical
works.

Modern mother-tongue teaching encourages creative writing, project design, problem-solving, debate, and
critical inquiry. Creativity is nurtured through collaborative digital tools and multimedia composition.
Innovative Approaches to Teaching the Mother Tongue. Communicative tasks simulate real linguistic
situations. Group discussions, debates, role-plays, and simulations increase language use and fluency.
Interactive tasks based on authentic texts enhance comprehension and interpretation.

Project-based learning develops autonomy, teamwork, research skills, and creative expression. Example
projects include:

- compiling mini-corpora of dialectal words,

- creating student-produced documentaries about Uzbek literature,

- designing digital posters explaining grammar rules,

- writing comparative analyses of folklore motifs,

- developing school journals or literary blogs.

Multimodal and Digital Approaches. Digital technologies enhance motivation, accessibility, and multimodal
learning.

Main tools include:

- interactive whiteboards,

- educational platforms (Uz-LMS, my.edu.uz),

- multimedia presentations,

- audio dictionaries,

- video-based grammar lessons,

- virtual museum or archive tours.

Digital storytelling allows students to merge text, audio, images, and video into cohesive narratives.
Corpus-Based Language Learning. Teaching through corpora enables learners to observe authentic patterns
of usage, frequency distributions, and collocations. Students may compare synonyms, analyze stylistic
registers, and explore dialectal variation. Corpus tasks strengthen inductive learning, critical thinking, and
language discovery.

Gamification Strategies. Gamified lessons include linguistic puzzles, vocabulary quests, grammar
competitions, and digital badge systems that promote engagement. Gamification increases motivation and
lowers anxiety.

Integration of STEAM Principles. STEAM-based language lessons encourage interdisciplinary connections.
Learners may visualize linguistic data through charts, analyze patterns using simple coding tasks, or create
infographics representing semantic fields.

Innovative Approaches in Teaching Language Skills: 1. Reading:

Innovative reading instruction includes:

- collaborative digital annotation,

- critical reading tasks,

- literature circles,

- multimodal reading (infographics, visual narratives),

- comparative reading of folklore and modern texts,

- integration of online articles, blogs, and media texts.

2. Writing:
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Writing instruction is taught as a process including brainstorming, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing.
Tools include collaborative platforms (Google Docs), digital feedback systems, and genre-based workshops.
Students create essays, analytical papers, creative stories, reviews, reports, and multimedia compositions.
3. Speaking: Learners engage in:

- podcast production,

- structured presentations,

- panel discussions,

- debate formats,

- storytelling competitions,

- video reflections.

Speaking tasks promote fluency, argumentation, and pronunciation accuracy.

4. Listening: Modern listening pedagogy integrates:

- recorded interviews,

- radio broadcasts,

- audiovisual documentaries,

- interactive listening logs,

- comprehension tasks with increasing complexity.

Assessment and Feedback in Innovative Mother-Tongue Teaching. Alternative Assessment: Portfolios,
project evaluations, peer input, learning journals, and performance tasks provide a holistic picture of student
growth.

Formative assessment occurs through continuous feedback, rubrics, conferencing, checklists, quizzes, and
digital commentary.

Self-Assessment and Reflection. Learners set goals, evaluate their progress, and reflect through logs, peer
comparison, and rubric-based reflection.

Challenges and Limitations include:

- limited digital infrastructure,

- insufficient teacher training,

- reliance on outdated textbooks,

- uneven student language backgrounds,

- resistance to methodological change.

Systemic improvement requires investment in resources, teacher preparation, and curriculum modernization.
Teachers should incorporate digital tools consistently, differentiate tasks, promote student autonomy, and use
creative project-based approaches. Schools must enhance technological infrastructure and support teacher
collaboration. Policymakers should develop modern textbooks, fund linguistic resource banks, and prioritize
teacher professional development.

Conclusion. Innovative approaches to mother-tongue teaching are essential for developing linguistically
competent, culturally aware, intellectually flexible, and creatively empowered learners. Integrating digital
tools, interactive pedagogy, corpus-based inquiry, and multimodal literacy ensures that Uzbek mother-tongue
education remains relevant and aligned with global educational standards. Continued collaboration between
teachers, researchers, and policymakers will ensure sustainable innovation.
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