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PREFACE 

·rhe University of Wyoming-National Park Service Research Center sp:>noors and 
supports Sih;tantial and shJnificant research in the biological, physical and 
social sciences which can best be done in National Park areas of · Wyoming, 
Montana, North Dakota and South Dakota because of the unique feabJres those 
areas pc>e3eSS. Administratively, the Research Cent.P.x :is governed by an 
8-member Steering Com. mittee composed of 4 University of Wyoming 
representatives and --4 · National Park Service representatives. The Dean of the 
Arts and Science:; College serves as Committee Chairperson. A facult.y member 
of the University of Wyoming is Director of the Research Center program and is 
administrator of the Research Ceni:P.x facilities. Alc::;o, the Director is an 
ex-officiD member of the Steering Committee. The Research Center physical 
plant consists of laboratory, library, living, seminar, shop and storage 
accommodations. Those fadlities are normally operational from rnid-May to 
1nid-October. 

The Director annually calls for research proposals in early . September from 
instibJtions and individuals re:;ruesting ruch notification. Included with · t:his 
solicitation are 1) guidelines for profX)Sal preparation, 2) housing and laboratory 
i"lformation, 3) Research Center operational policies, and 4) the Research 
Center operational ca1endar. Topics for research include l) those research 
problems identified by Park personnel, and 2) rg:;e.:1cch problems suggested by 
outside individuals on basic or applied proposals they consider to be timely and 
important and uniquely appropriate to the National Park areas of the four states 
cooce• .. :ned. While m~""lY of the rP..search topics will be directed at solution ·oo 
management problems and improvement of interpretation information, there will 
be a concerted effoct to encourage and maintaLn rupport for a sul:h"tantial basic 
research program. Research pro~cts may extend beyond the exact ooundari.es of 
the Park areas to work on problems cornmon to the Park lands and adjacent 
lands. Limited funds ace available for support oE meritorious rese..:rrch pro~cts. 
AJso, research studies may be funded by othec in..stitutions or by i'1dividuals. 

Investigato:c(.s) submitting proposals to the Resear-ch Center should be a faculty 
member oE an academic instibJtion .or a full-time :member of a governmental 
research instibJtion. Scientific and fiscal accountability must be assigned to an 
academic or governmental research institution. Normally all proposals should 
reach the DirectDr no Jater than mid-November. The decisions of the Steering 
Committee coocerniog approval and where applicable, funding, are re1ea'3ed no 
later than eady March. 
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Wyoming; 
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Wyoming; 

Dr. Jason L. Lillegraven, Department of Geology, Universii::y of Wyoming; 

Mr. Neil J. Reid, Chief Scientibt, Rocky Mountain Region, National Park 
~e; . 
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Mr. ,John Townsl.ey, Superintendent, Yellowstone National Park, National Park 
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Dr • . Joan Wadlow, Dean, Arts and Sciences College, University of Wyoming and 
Steering Committee Chairperson. 
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DIREC'rOR'S REPORT 

Thirty three proposals were SJ.bmitted to the Research Center for the 1982 
season. Twenty one of these proposals SJ.bmitted by i>'lvestigators from 15 
i.nst.itutions were approved. Thirteen of these proposals received grant support 
from the Research Center totalling $114,769 (U. W .-$55,049; N.P.S.-$59, 720). A 
summary of the oources of research funding, recipient instib.ltion and location of 
the research is presented in Table 1. Twelve of these studies were conduct._od by 
researchers residing at the Resecirch Center in Grand Teton National Park. One 
researcher, Dr. William Watts, Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland, conducted 
research .in Grand Teton National Park. A decrease of 6% in N.P.S. research 
grant funding compared to 1981 .is of concern with respect to the long term 
impact oo the Centei' s cooperative prbg.ram. This situation it; aggravated by the 
inability of Grand Teton National Park to aa:}Uire sufficient funding to meet the 
N. P .s. minimal obligations under the coo_perative agreement for maintainence of 
the Center's utility and s:rvice facilities. 

A new compact 4-wheel drive station wagon has provided greater economy of 
operation for a broad array of Center ground transpoortation needs. The one 
N.P.S. house trailer was permanently moved from the Research Center to 
ivtammoth in Yellowstone National Park. 

The ~cond biennual meeting of 17 resource s:ientists and managers from park 
areas .in the four state area was held at the Research Center in September. A 
ma:Pr portion of the meeting was devoted to evaluating the Research Center 
program with respect to the quality of the research, productivity and 
contributions of the research to re:;ource data banks aod management, 
efficiency of the program operations and park area .involvement. In addition, the 
fall REACT meeting involving Wyoming and Federal agencies concerned with 
recreational and related nabJt-al resourcffi management was held at the Center 
in late September. 

-vi-
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RESEARCH PROJEC'r REPOR'I'S 

The followi'1g project reports hav.e been prepared primarily for adm:L"listrati.ve 
use. 'I'he .information reported is of a preliminary natu-re and may be s.1bject to 
change as the investigations continue. CorlSelllentl.y, the information presented 
may not be use3 without written perrn.i.ssion from the author(s). 

-1-
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BADlANDS NATIONAL M::NUMENT 

HANSEN 
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