
Handwriting Education-
A Bibliography of Contemporary Publications 

Ching Y. Suen 

This bibliography presents some contemporary references related to handwriting 
education. The varied collection is aimed at providing the researcher with 
ex tensive up-to-date source materials on handwriting instruction, systems and 
practices, instruments, quality and methods of evaluation. 

The author began investiga ting problems rela ted to computer 
recognition of handprinted cha racters in 1972. The aim was to 
design a handwriting system (or systems) easy to write a nd at the 
same time reliable for legible production for both human and 
machine recognition. In the course of this investigation, an exten-
sive survey of the literature has been made to stud y the methods 
of instruction as well as the characteristics of handwriting. R eports 
of the findings a re being prepared. 

Because of the special purpose of the investigation, this bibliog-
raphy was compiled within certain limita tions. It is confined to a 
list of current referen ces, mainly those published in th e past 
twenty years. Earlier works arc usually cited in the works referred 
to in this bibliograph y. R eferences on calligraph y were not in-
cluded because the author considered it a ra ther special subjccl. * 
Furthermore, no effort was made to include works related to the 
historical development of handwri ting, such as those of Anderson, 
A rrighi, Benson, Blunt, and others cited in Reynolds' bibliography. 

'Those who arc interested in the history of handwriting and ca lligraphy can 
refer to L. J. Reynolds, Bibliography of Italic Handwriting, (published by the 
Western American Branch of the Society ofi talic Handwriting, 1968) a nd the 
bibliography of C. Lehman, " H andwriting Legibility: A Method of Objective 
Evaluation," (Visible Language, 1973, 7 (4), 325-3H). 
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The en tries are cl assified into six major areas to facilitate 
reference of specific questions. 
I. Handwriting instruction, systems, a nd practices 
2. C haracteristics and quali ty of handwriting and methods 

of evaluation 
3. Left-hand writing 
4. Diagnostic and remedial teaching 
5. Handwriting instruments 
6. Related topics. 
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