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By receiving the $500 Project Funding Grant from WAE-
SOL, we were able to fund attendance at workshops and 
conferences to learn how to underscore the importance 
of STEM curricula in IEPs programs. Thus, we hope to 
be able to modify new techniques and strategies which 
we learn from the workshops and conference talks into 
our STEM courses. 

Specifically, the grant will be used to support our research 
entitled “ESL Students’ Attitudes towards a STEM Curric-
ulum in an ESL Classroom.” It has become very important 
for English language programs to start thinking about in-
cluding STEM courses in their curriculum to prepare their 

ESL population for their studies at the university. It ap-
pears that the ESL students enrolled in IEPs are predom-
inantly interested in pursuing STEM degrees. Therefore, 
including Prep-STEM courses in IEP curricula will bring 
meaningful benefits for these students. Additionally, de-
signing STEM focused courses for the IEP curricula will 
be more engaging for the students, which in turn assists 
the development of their English Language proficiency. 
The purpose of this study is to examine how the STEM 
courses have assisted the students to be well prepared for 
their majors at university.

Thank you, WAESOL, for supporting our research.
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Emilija Jova-
novska is cur-
rently a Ph.D. 
student at the 
D e p a r t m e n t 
of Curriculum 
& Instruction 
at the Univer-
sity of Idaho 
and an ESL 
and English Composition instructor at 
the Global Students Success Program 
and the English department at UI. You 
can contact her at ejovanovska@uidaho.
edu.

Peer Reviewer

Volunteer to be a

The peer review process helps authors to improve their

writing, confirming what works well in articles and

providing feedback on what could work better. In addition

to being a valuable form of professional development,

being a peer reviewer helps the Editorial Board to select

the strongest articles as well as helping to extend

professional development in our community.

HTTPS://WWW.NCBI.NLM.NIH.GOV/PMC/ARTICLES/PMC2508722/#:~:TEXT=PEER%20REVIEW%20PROVIDES%20AUTHORS%20WITH,THAT%20SHOULD%20NOT%20BE%20PUBLISHED.

Why be a peer reviewer? 

click

here

Ibtesam Hussein 
has a doctorate 
in Language, Lit-
eracy, and Tech-
nology from 
Washington State 
University, and an 
MA/TESOL from 
the University of 
Pennsylvania. She 
teaches ESL at the University of Idaho and 
TESL faculty at Framingham State Univer-
sity. Her scholarly interests include teacher 
training and applied linguistics. You can con-
tact her at ihussein@uidaho.edu.

Shiao-Wei Chu is 
an assistant pro-
fessor in the Na-
tional Chin-Yi 
University of Tech-
nology in Taichung, 
Taiwan. She has a 
PhD from the Uni-
versity of Idaho, 
and an MA/TESOL 
from Chaoyang 

University of Technology in Taichung, Taiwan. 
Her research interests center on ESL/EFL 
teaching and learning. You can contact her 
at shiaowei0819@gmail.com.
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