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Beginnings

By Kevin Lydy

The woman in youth cannot get the best training for domes-
tic, social, or professional activities through the practice of
these activities alone, or with the addition merely of aca-
demic or cultural studies, largely sedentary in nature. Whole-
some play, vigorous group games of suitable types give a
vital part of the best preparation for the more serious work
of later life.l

In 1891, Dr. James Naismith developed the game of basket-
ball as an alternative to existing sports such as lacrosse,
football, and baseball. The new game came about as the
Springfield, Massachusetts YMCA addressed a "need for a
vigorous activity..
• that could be
playedindoors dur-

ing the winter Offense
months.''2 Though

originally invented 

[

to enhance the
physical skills of
men, basketball
soon seemed an ef-

fective opportunity
for women as well. Forwards

As early as 1892,
just months after
men began playing,
several female
teachers inquired
about the suitabil-
ity of the new game
to women who had
been restricted to less "physical" activities such as cyclIng,
badminton, and tennis. Optimistic abuntthe idea, Dr. Naismith
assisted such women as Clara Baer and Sanda Berenson in
developing a women's basketball program, with rules "suit-
able" to women's abilities? The rules established in the
1890s, which endured into the 1930s, created a sport which
vaguely resembled today's game: there were two baskets, a
ball, and a court. The court was divided into three sections,
not two, and teams positioning two players in each section.4
With players restricted to their sections, teams relied more on
effective passIng than on skillful dribbling of the ball to en-
sure victory. Women first began playing basketball in col-
leges and universities all over America; corporations and

businesses also provided women with the opportunity to
play the game by way of leagues or tournaments. The game
did not filter into America's high schools until the 1920s with
the creation of the Midwest Federation of State High School
Athletic Associations. It was in this way that Indiana, as one
of five states involved, began its long tradition of basketball
heritage.5

Ft. Wayne, Indiana's options for public gatherings included
the occasional traveling circus, the popular Fort Wayne
Speedway orthe occasional rifle competition, all crowd-pleas-
ing summer attractions? Once the winter months began,
however, the options became scarce. In addition, with no

professional ath-
letic organizations,
Fort Wayne relied
upon high school

Defense athletics for social

I 

recreation.7 Con-
structed amid Indi-
ana cornfields and
narrow country
roads, Arcola High
SchooI emerged in
1921 in the small
town of Arcola, ten
miles northwest of
Fort Wayne. The
school's first bas-
kethall season be-
gan in November,
1922, with both the
women and the men

playing other high schools in the Ft. Wayne area) Known
as the Arcola Greyhounds, the teams enjoyed relative suc-
cess, but it was not until the 1930-1931 season that the
women's team experienced noteworthy achievement.
Coached by Dwight"Pete" Byerly, the lady Greyhounds be-
gan their season in October with twelve women on the team.
Of the team's six starters, captain Dorothy Cnrbat had the
most experience, playing side-center her freshman mad sopho-
more years until moving to forward her junior and senior
years. Joining her in the other forward position was Dorothy
Hilger. "l"nese girls were the only team members who could
score as all other players had to remain In their sections,
away from the scoring basket. Eleanor Hollopeter and Helen

I: J:
Centers Guards

Diagram 1: Layout of the positions for women's basketball circa 1920s,
Players from one team are represented by "X's." Piayers are not

permitted to cross over into other players' sections•
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Vaughn fined the jumping-center and side-canter positions,
respectively. Eleanor's ability to get the fip-offandHelan's
penchant for breaking up the opposing team's pass work
allowed the Greyhounds to jump ahead early in a game. Velda
Bauman and Edna Butler served as the Greyhounds' defen-
sive duo. As guards, their speed and hard work made it

Endnotes

ARCOLA GREYHOUNDS SCHEDULE 1930-1931

October 31 st Jefferson City - Lost
November 7 Hoagland - Won

14 Coesse - Won

21 Huntertown - Lost
28 Lafayette Center - Won

December 5 New Haven - Lost
6 Churubusco - N/A
12 New Haven - N/A
19 Lathyene Center - Won

January 9 Hoagland - Lost
23 Jefferson Center- Won

30 County Tourn.- N/A

February 13 Huntertown - Won
20 Coesse - Won
28 Churubusco - Won

March 6 Sectional Tournament -
Lost in second round

to Huntertown
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