
Editorial 

Overcoming the Polemics 

of Intolerance 

The September 11 attacks on the United States have had many dire conse
quences. In addition to destroying innocent lives and devastating the lively 

dreams of the individuals and families caught in the web of death and 
destruction, the attacks have reinvigorated a few bigoted spirits who found 

an excellent opportunity to spread their bigotry in the name of fighting 

intolerance in post-September 11 's murky atmosphere of fear and uncer

tainty. Since that horrific date, a new unholy alliance has been formed 
among leading members of the Religious Right. Its avowed aim is to vilify 

Islam and demonize even the most moderate Muslim voices. 

The most recent, vicious, and mean-spirited attacks to date on .Islam 

have created a new paradox: Islam, which historically has provided an out
standing model of religious accommodation and tolerance, stands accused 

of intolerance by intolerant and bigoted people. This paradox deserves 

extensive attention and study . .In addition, the worldview and mindset behind 

the mean-spirited attacks on Islam by individuals whose outlooks and spir
its recall those of the Middle Ages must be analyzed deeply and understood 
thoroughly. ln this editorial, I will argue briefly that the accusation of intol

erance leveled against Islam is unfounded and that Islam is an essential part
ner in any effort to develop a more tolerant and peaceful world. 

Islam is essential for developing a gentler and more caring world, 

because it holds in high esteem the most fundamental values that make a 

tolerant and pluralist society possible: equality, freedom, and justice, as 
well as interracial and interreligious solidarity. The emphasis that Islam 

places on these values is manifested in the Qur'an, the Sunnah, and the 
Companions' exemplary lives; in the Muslim society's historical experi

ence; and in the ethos of contemporary Islamic reform movements. 














