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This edited volume is a welcome addition to the growing literature of 

Islamic political ethics. These collected essays address some of the most 

difficult and urgent issues facing the Islamic world today. Political rule, plu
ralism, civil society, nation-states, constitutionalism, and the religio-ethical 

foundations oflslamic politics are just a few of the issues that the contrib

utors analyze in their respective chapters. 
The essays' overall tone is affirmative, for the apparent tension 

between Islamic politics and the universally accepted values of democra

cy and civil society is reducible to historical and political factors rather 

than to an innate incompatibility between the two. While there is some 
wisdom in emphasizing this, it considerably weakens the articles' critical 

nature. 

Given the political situation of present-day Muslim countries, it may be 

considered a luxury to question the virtues of parliamentary democracy, 
openness, and civil society. Nevertheless, a selective reading of both the 
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