
STUDENTS' PERSPECTIVES ON 
MOTIVATION TO LEARN ENGLISH 

Nihta V. F. Liando1 

Abstract: Improving learning outcomes has always been the 
target of the foreign language learning practices. The central 
role of students in the learning process had attracted 
researchers to conduct research in order to increase students' 
success in learning. Student motivation is considered one of the 
factors contributing to students' success in learning aforeign 
language. Although there is a large body of research on 
motivation in secondlforeign language learning, most studies 
were undertaken in Western contexts. There is still only a 
relatively small amount of research on motivation in 
second/foreign language learning in Asian contexts, 
particularly in the Indonesian context. This study investigated 
the motivational factors that influence first year university 
students' performance studying English as a foreign language 
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accommodates activities in and out the classroom in order to 
stimulate students' motivation to learn English. 

These findings supported as well as extended many previous 
research studies in motivation and second language learning (Gardner 
1990, 1991; Gardner and Clement 1990; Gardner and Lysynchuk 
1990; Gardner and Tremblay, 1994; Gardner, Tremblay, and 
Masgoret 1997) as the findings strengthened the information related 
to the role of motivation in second language learning. These findings 
also showed a significant correlation between motivation and 
academic achievement which made motivation a more substantial 
factor to successful English language learning. 
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