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Abstract: This paper deals with tile issue of tile rise of nationalism in 
Indian context as a result of tile events of 1857. and attempts to study 
the perspectives of two non-Indian writers interested in Indian 
nation. namely Rudyard Kipling and William Dalrymple in tlleir 
novels Kim and The Last Mughal respectively as opposed to tile 
Indian nationalist perspectives seen and portrayed in later narratives 
by Indians. Thefonner is afictional representation of the mutiny of 
1857 whereas tile latter is a fictionalized historical account. 
Published almost a hundred years apart. and coming at different 
defining moments in India's history. the two novels Kim (/901) and 
The Last Mughal (2006). both talk of a common set of events. It is one 
endeavor to see the different dimensions explored by these two 
writers. 
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that shook the foundations of East India Company and led to the advent of 
British imperial rule in India. The paper attempts to give an idea ofa nation 
that existed in the minds of the people of the times and to see whether there 
was any existence of an Indian national identity, of which the Revolt of 1857 
could have been the genesis. 

Though this analysis is rather limited, it has managed to make clear 
that both works are in agreement as to the superior nature ofthe British rule, 
that law and order under the native rulers was in a poor state, and that 
common people were constrained to favor the imperial rule because of these 
reasons. It is interesting to note that a beginning for national identity 
emerges from the writings ofthese non-Indian accounts-fictional as well as 
historic. 

Regional identities of caste and class and religion were strong at the 
time of the narratives. The notion of one nation was beginning to be fonned 
as a result of the common British rule. However it can be said that the 
national identity did find a beginning in these events but was not very 
pronounced as it provided only the genn of the idea that spread widely 
during the successful struggle for independence that was to follow. 
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