
GUEST EDITORIAL    

              
 

      

June 2014. Christian Journal for Global Health, 1(1):3-5 

 

Speaking Out Into a New Future 

Ted Lankestera 

a
MA, MB, BChir, MRCGP, RCPSGlasg is founder of Community Health Global Network and Director of Health 

Services, Interhealth, UK.  

For generations, Christian health pro-

fessionals have pioneered and provided health 

care for the neediest people on our planet.
1
 For 

the most part, their work has been largely 

unrecognized.  Many have been so busy caring 

for people and programmes that they have never 

documented their activities. After all, when you 

are operating on the war wounded through the 

night, driving back late from your remote clinic, 

or trying to run a hospital with three senior staff 

members off sick, there is not much time to 

write up perfect reports or manicure statistics. 

As for writing research papers or contributing to 

health policy, well, that will have to wait -- 

probably indefinitely. 

 As a result, some of the greatest stories of 

practical service and health impact have never 

been told. Many have not even been recorded, 

meaning that governments may be almost 

entirely unaware of their existence, let alone 

their contributions. In addition, the secular mind 

sets of donors, policy makers, and the media 

have often done little to correct these 

misconceptions. As a result, faith-based organis-

ations (FBOs) are frequently the hidden 

providers of health care, and more often than 

not, the unsung heroes.  But, the good news is 

that, over the past few years, perceptions and 

realities are starting to change.  

 Bodies, such as the World Health 

Organization, have documented the role of 

FBOs, and major donors have acknowledged 

their special contribution. 
2,3,4,5

 Policy makers, 

albeit grudgingly, are starting to recognize a 

truth, only too obvious to most field workers, 

that a worshipping community, be it temple, 

mosque, or church, is present in virtually every 

place on earth where people gather, work, or live 

together. Moreover, members of such groups are 

the obvious proponents and providers of service 

to their communities, if only they can be 

identified, trained, and resourced.  

 Christians and members of other faiths are 

beginning to find a voice. That voice is a good 

start, but to have any impact a voice needs to be 

amplified.  The Christian Journal of Global 

Health is designed to be one such amplifier. 

Through the Journal, stories, anecdotes, oper-

ational research, and the impact of faith-based 

programmes have a vehicle to make their 

previously little known contributions clearly 

available to a wider audience.  

 When Jesus told us to pray regularly 

“Your Kingdom Come, your will be done on 

earth as it is in Heaven,” (Matthew 6:10)
6 

He 

was calling us to a here-and-now mandate to 

serve the world with compassionate and creative 

love to show, practically, how God’s “saving 

health” (Psalm 67:2)
7 

can be shown in the slum 

alleyways, refugee camps, and in distant hilltop 

communities.  Incarnation usually comes before 

Redemption. The living embodiment of a God 

who is here with us in our pains, sorrows, and 

celebrations is the forerunner of what that same 

God enacts with and through us in redeeming 

the world for a new future. 

 Christian and other faith-based health 

professionals are in a privileged position to help 

bring this about with a measured and un-

wavering voice to share widely just how this is 

happening. By the end of 2015, we will be 

coming to the end of the Millennium Develop-
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ment Goals (MDG).
8
  We have much to cele-

brate. 

 Soon, we will be transitioning to Uni-

versal Health Coverage
9
 and the Sustainable 

Development Goals.
10

 As people of faith, we 

should embrace these new initiatives with 

eagerness and not carp and criticize that they 

won’t always live up to our perfectionist hopes. 

They, and other emerging goals, give us a 

renewed mandate to become deeply re-involved 

through service, policy formation, evidence 

based health programmes, and creative models 

of service.  

 We have an open door and a wide road 

stretching before us. It’s a moment in history to 

grasp the promises of God and claim the energy 

“he mightily inspires within us” to make an even 

greater contribution to the welfare of our world. 

It’s an opportunity to promote healthcare not 

only for its primary purpose of bringing renewed 

health and wellbeing to communities but also by 

pursuing community-agreed health priorities to 

act as an agent for reconciliation. 

 We must also work with a new confidence 

to share expertise and motivation with 

governments, donors, and policy makers. This 

will often mean forgetting our small differences 

for the sake of a more effective service for 

humankind. Without losing our distinctives, we 

can unashamedly contribute and influence the 

practice of global health in a new generation. 

 The Christian Journal of Global Health 

can be a vehicle in which we encourage, 

document, speak, and promote the unique 

contributions of the church and other faith 

communities.  With God as our Creator and our 

legitimate claims to sometimes “hear his voice 

and understand his ways,” we should be surfing 

the crest of the wave and not waiting till that 

same wave has broken farther up the beach. We 

should be in the forefront of creative policy and 

not spend energy in playing catch-up. And yet, 

whilst recognizing the value of our faith-based 

distinctives, we must also affirm that 

humanitarianism has its roots in Christian 

values
11

, and, as a result, we have a valid and 

essential overlap of policy and practice with 

those who may not share our faith, but who do 

inherit a God-given instinct to make the world a 

fairer, safer, and healthier place.  

 We must share our insights and pioneer 

collaborations that will lead to a greater good. 

We need to clearly believe and demonstrate that 

the Kingdom of God carries a far greater model 

for service than simply encouraging Christians 

to serve and protect their own. This is not the 

time to hold back and to retreat into our religious 

corners. Neither is it a time to make triumphalist 

claims about aspirations we have not yet 

reached, but it is an opportunity for us to 

demonstrate, more intentionally, a range of 

models which combine compassion, evidence-

based healthcare, and useful collaborations as 

we move into the post-MDG era. 

 I hope and pray that, within a few years, 

we will look back at the contribution this Journal 

has made to these new goals, more complex 

needs, and larger populations, and thank God we 

are making a valid -- and carefully  captured -- 

record of what is being done in God’s name.  
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